3.  DIE LIEFDE VAN GOD
Hoe word my liefdestenk gevul?

· Hoe jy jouself sien en hoe jy ander mense hanteer en selfs omstandighede hanteer, is ‘n direkte refleksie van hoe jy God sien.  As jy nie die Vaderhart sien nie kan jy nie vanuit die liefde leef nie.

· Herhaal die stelling van Austin Sparks:

“There is back of all things in this created universe a heart; not just a mind or a will, a design, a reason, a power, a fiat, but a heart…..It is a heart that we shall come to eventually; not an explanation to satisfy our reason, not a demonstration of power, but just a heart - but a mighty heart: and when we use that word rightly, we simply mean love. We speak of people being heartless. That means that they are without all that love means. Love is not the governing thing in their thoughts, actions, and motives; they are strangers to love. Heart then for us means love, and when we say that back of all things and at the centre of all things there is a heart, we mean there is love.’’  Austin Sparks
Eph 2:4-7  Maar God, wat ryk is in barmhartigheid, het ons deur sy grote liefde waarmee Hy ons liefgehad het,  5  ook toe ons dood was deur die misdade, lewend gemaak saam met Christus—uit genade is julle gered—  6  en saam opgewek en saam laat sit in die hemele in Christus Jesus,  7  sodat Hy in die eeue wat kom, kan betoon die uitnemende rykdom van sy genade [volmaakte liefde] in goedertierenheid oor ons in Christus Jesus.

Genade en geregtigheid!  Die sleutelwoorde in die evangelie wat jou hart en roeping ontsluit.
Genade – Volmaakte Liefde / Die Vaderhart / Onverdiende guns

Geregtigheid – Volmaakte Onskuld

Psa 17:15  Maar ek sal u aangesig in geregtigheid aanskou; ek sal versadig word met u beeld as ek wakker word.

Psa 17:15  As for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness; when I awake, I shall be satisfied with your likeness.

Rom 1:16-17  Want ek skaam my nie oor die evangelie van Christus nie, want dit is ‘n krag van God tot redding vir elkeen wat glo, eerste vir die Jood en ook vir die Griek.  17  Want die geregtigheid van God word daarin geopenbaar uit geloof tot geloof, soos geskrywe is: Maar die regverdige sal uit die geloof lewe.

Rom 5:17  Want as ten gevolge van die misdaad van die één die dood geheers het deur die één, veel meer sal hulle wat die oorvloed van die genade en van die gawe van die geregtigheid ontvang, in die lewe heers deur die Één, Jesus Christus.
GRACE:  Perfect love issuing from God's heart.  This is a special word for God's kind of love revealed in the gospel.  It is giving me what I do not deserve.  Grace is the revelation of the Father's heart through the gospel.  Jesus perfectly modeled the love of the Father.  He was the ultimate spiritual father. The system of unmerited favour.  Grace and righteousness (perfect innocence) cannot be divorced in our understanding of the gospel.

RIGHTEOUSNESS:  Perfect innocence.  It is a right relationship with God freely offered in the gospel and the character and deeds that emanate from a person who has received this wonderful free gift.  God's righteousness equals perfect innocence and this is the realm that we are called to walk in by faith.  If there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, the ministry that draws us into the realm of perfect innocence must far exceed it in glory.

UNRIGHTEOUSNESS: Becoming comfortable in the realm of innocence lost and letting go of all restraints to evil (lost innocence) and hope for true innocence

SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS:  Settling for an inferior innocence on the basis of my own sense of good and evil.
Hoekom is ongeloof die grootste sonde?

UNBELIEF:  In the light of Heb. 11:6 it is logical to come to the conclusion that unbelief is the greatest sin and that nothing displeses God more than this.  To not believe in such a great love is the greatest insult imaginable.  Hence our faith is tested by God in order to strengthen our hold on His love, until nothing can shake our belief in His love and sovreign rule!
THE LOVE OF GOD

A Hymn written by F. M. Lehman

The love of God is greater far
Than tongue or pen can ever tell;
It goes beyond the highest star,
And reaches to the lowest hell.

Could we with ink the ocean fill,
And were the skies of parchment made,
Were every stalk on earth a quill,
And every man a scribe by trade,
To write the love of God above
Would drain the ocean dry.

Nor could the scroll contain the whole,
Though stretched from sky to sky.

O love of God, how rich and pure!
How measureless and strong!
It shall forevermore endure—
The saints’ and angels’ song.
Jer 29:11  Want Ék weet watter gedagtes Ek aangaande julle koester, spreek die HERE, gedagtes van vrede en nie van onheil nie, om julle ‘n hoopvolle toekoms te gee.

