HUMILITY AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH

INTRODUCTION
1 Peter 5:5  Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for "GOD RESISTS THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE."

James 4:10  Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.

Psa 34:18  The LORD is near to those who have a broken heart, And saves such as have a contrite spirit. 

Psalms 51:17  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken and a contrite heart— These, O God, You will not despise.
· Most family feuds and breakdowns in marriages can be resolved the moment true humility and brokenness enters the heart of one or both parties.  Even if only one party shows true humility, the attitude of Christ is displayed and this will have a definite effect.  Note, however, that humility will not automatically solve a communication problem, for instance, but humility is the only quality that can create a basis for the solving of the various problems in a marriage or any other human relationship.  The moment humility enters, the grace of God begins to operate supernaturally in that marriage or relationship (1 Pet. 5:5b).
1 Peter 3:1-2  Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives,  2  when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear.

· There is no amount of disgruntlement that cannot be cured by a greater humility.

· There is no breakdown of human relationship that cannot be restored by humility in both parties.
· Humility is the basis of confession of sins and true repentance.

· Humility does not come naturally to us.

· If you think you are a naturally humble person and that you have no need for this sermon, then you are the one most in need of the Biblical teaching on humility.

· Humility comes when we see ourselves in the light of Christ and when we are willing to be fully identified with Christ; not only in His glory, but also in His humiliation and suffering.

· Humility behooves us with regard to our creation, with regard to sin, and with regard to salvation.  Creation because we are the clay and not the Potter; sin because without the power of Christ in us we will continually be victims of our own flesh; and salvation because we should be overwhelmingly thankful for redemption and ever dependent on our Father.
THE PURPOSE OF THE TEACHING (Why is this important?):

· There can be no real spiritual growth without an increase in humility and brokenness.

· To the measure that we enter into the humility of the Humble One within us, to that measure will we experience spiritual growth.

· Our humility must be manifested firstly towards God and secondly towards our fellow man.  If we are humble on the vertical (towards God) and horizontal (towards man) levels our spiritual growth will be phenomenal.
· Hence, the purpose of the teaching is to show that humility is an absolute prerequisite for spiritual growth and conversely to reveal that pride will undermine spiritual growth more than anything else in the life of the Christian.
MYTHS (FALSE IDEAS ABOUT THIS TOPIC)

MYTH 1:  Humility means that I must constantly look down on myself.
THE TRUTH:  Watchman Nee said: ‘Humility is not looking down on yourself; it is not looking at yourself at all.’
MYTH 2:  Humility is to be constantly conscious of my own inadequacy.
THE TRUTH:  There is a fine line between the humanly contrived humility that merely debases the creature and the divinely granted humility that sees itself in its right relation to God and others.  Humility is thus rather a consciousness of the greatness of God and a desire to bless others than a constant scrutinising of my own failures.
MYTH 3:  If I want to grow spiritually I need to be conscious of my own humility.
THE TRUTH:  It is only as we behold Christ (2 Cor. 3:18) that we can realistically see our own weaknesses and strengths and our current spiritual condition.  This will naturally lead to humility; and a humility that is not self-conscious.  In His light do we see the light concerning ourselves (Ps. 36:9; Isa. 6:1, 5).
DEFINITION

· We should define humility in terms of our being creatures, in terms of indwelling sin and in terms of our sonship.

· It is a willingness to give all the glory to God:

Psa 115:1  Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, But to Your name give glory, Because of Your mercy, Because of Your truth. 

Romans 11:36  For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen.

· Humility realistically acknowledges both strengths and weaknesses in yourself.  It is to be known for who you are and to be honest about your true spiritual condition.

Strong’s Definition

5012     tapeinophrosune    {tap-i-nof-ros-oo'-nay}    tapeinofrosuvnh    from a compound of 5011 and the base of 5424; TDNT -- 8:1,1152; n f

 AV  -- humility (3)

     -- humbleness of mind (1)

     -- humility of mind (1)

     -- lowliness (1)

     -- lowliness of mind (1) [7]

 1) the having a humble opinion of one's self; a deep sense of one's (moral) littleness; modesty, humility, lowliness of mind

GREEK LEXICON -- STRONG'S NUMBER 5013

  5013     tapeinoo    {tap-i-no'-o}    tapeinovw    from 5011; TDNT -- 8:1,1152; vb

 AV  -- humble (6)

     -- abase (5)

     -- humble (one's) self (2)

     -- bring low (1) [14]

 1) to make low, bring low

   1a) to level, reduce to a plain

   1b) metaph. to bring into a humble condition, reduce to meaner circumstances; i.e. to assign a lower rank or place to; to abase; to be ranked below others who are honoured or rewarded; to humble or abase myself by humble living

   1c) to lower, depress: one's soul bring down one's pride; to have a modest opinion of one's self, to behave in an unassuming manner, devoid of all haughtiness

GREEK LEXICON -- STRONG'S NUMBER 5014

  5014     tapeinosis    {tap-i'-no-sis}    tapeivnwsiß    from 5013; TDNT -- 8:1,1152; n f

 AV  -- low estate (1)

     -- humiliation (1)

     -- vile (1)

     -- be made low (1) [4]

 1) lowness, low estate; metaph. spiritual abasement, leading one to perceive and lament his (moral) littleness and guilt
W.E. Vine

Humbleness of mind, Humility

 <1,,5012,tapeinophrosune>

"lowliness of mind" (tapeinos, see A, above, under HUMBLE, and phren, "the mind"), is rendered "humility of mind" in Act_20:19, AV (RV, "lowliness of mind"); in Eph_4:2, "lowliness;" in Phi_2:3, "lowliness of mind;" in Col_2:18, Col_2:23, of a false "humility;" in Col_3:12, AV, "humbleness of mind," RV, "humility;" 1Pe_5:5, "humility." See LOWLINESS.

Humble (Adjective and Verb)
 <A-1,Adjective,5011,tapeinos>

primarily signifies "low-lying." It is used always in a good sense in the NT, metaphorically, to denote (a) "of low degree, brought low," Luk_1:52; Rom_12:16, AV, "(men) of low estate," RV, "(things that are) lowly" (i.e., of low degree); 2Co_7:6, AV, "cast down," RV, "lowly;" the preceding context shows that this occurrence belongs to (a); Jam_1:9, "of low degree;" (b) humble in spirit, Mat_11:29; 2Co_10:1, RV, "lowly," AV "base;" Jam_4:6; 1Pe_5:5. See BASE, CAST, Note (7), DEGREE (Note), LOWLY. 

<A-2,Adjective,5011 5424,tapeinophron>

"humble-minded" (phren, "the mind"), 1Pe_3:8; see COURTEOUS. 

<B-1,Verb,5013,tapeinoo>

akin to A, signifies "to make low," (a) literally, "of mountains and hills," Luk_3:5 (Passive Voice); (b) metaphorically, in the Active Voice, Mat_18:4; Mat_23:12 (2nd part); Luk_14:11 (2nd part); Luk_18:14 (2nd part); 2Co_11:7 ("abasing"); 2Co_12:21; Phi_2:8; in the Passive Voice, Mat_23:12 (1st part), RV, "shall be humbled," AV, "shall be abased;" Luk_14:11 (ditto); Luk_18:14 (ditto); Phi_4:12, "to be abased;" in the Passive, with Middle voice sense, Jam_4:10, "humble yourselves;" 1Pe_5:6 (ditto). See ABASE, LOW (to bring).

Lowliness, Lowly
 <A-1,Noun,5012,tapeinophrosune>

"lowliness of mind, humbleness," is, translated "lowliness" or "lowliness of mind" in Act_20:19, RV; Eph_4:2; Phi_2:3. See HUMBLENESS OF MIND. 

<B-1,Adjective,5011,tapeinos>

"low, lowly:" see HUMBLE and LOW, B.

Humility
HUMIL'ITY, n. [L. humilitas.]

1. In ethics, freedom from pride and arrogance; humbleness of mind; a modest estimate of one's own worth. In theology, humility consists in lowliness of mind; a deep sense of one's own unworthiness in the sight of God, self-abasement, penitence for sin, and submission to the divine will.

Before honor is humility. Prov 15.

Serving the Lord with all humility of mind. Acts 20.
Easton

Humility
A prominent Christian grace (Rom_12:3; Rom_15:17, Rom_15:18; 1Co_3:5-7; 2Co_3:5; Phi_4:11-13).  It is a state of mind well pleasing to God (1Pe_3:4); it preserves the soul in tranquillity (Psa_69:32, Psa_69:33), and makes us patient under trials (Job_1:22).

Christ has set us an example of humility (Phi_2:6-8).  We should be led thereto by a remembrance of our sins (Lam_3:39), and by the thought that it is the way to honour (Pro_16:18), and that the greatest promises are made to the humble (Psa_147:6; Isa_57:15; Isa_66:2; 1Pe_5:5).  It is a “great paradox in Christianity that it makes humility the avenue to glory.”

ISBE

Humility
hū̇-mil´i-ti (ענוה, ‛ănāwāh; ταπεινοφροσύνη, tapeinophrosúnē):

(1) The noun occurs in the Old Testament only in Pro_15:33; Pro_18:12; Pro_22:4, but the adjective “humble” appears frequently as the translation of ‛ānī, ‛ānāw, shāphāl, meaning also “poor,” “afflicted”; the verb, as the translation of ‛ānāh, “to afflict,” “to humble,” and of kāna‛, “to be or become humbled”; cānā‛, “to be lowly,” occurs in Mic_6:8. For “humble” (Psa_9:12; Psa_10:12) the Revised Version (British and American) has “poor”; Psa_10:17; Psa_34:2; Psa_69:32, “meek”; for “humbled” (Psa_35:13), “afflicted” (Isa_2:11; Isa_10:33), “brought low”; for “He humbleth himself” (Isa_2:9) “is brought low,” margin “humbleth himself”; Psa_10:10, “boweth down”; tapeinophrosunē is translated “humility” (Col_2:18, Col_2:23; 1Pe_5:5); in several other places it is translated “lowliness” and “lowliness of mind”; tapeinós is translated “humble” (Jam_4:6; 1Pe_5:5; elsewhere “lowly,” etc.; 1Pe_3:8, tapeinóphrōn), the Revised Version (British and American) “humble-minded”; tapeinóō, “to humble,” occurs frequently (Mat_18:4; Mat_23:12, etc.); tapeínōsis is “humiliation” (Act_8:33); for “vile body” (Phi_3:21) the Revised Version (British and American) gives “body of our humiliation.”

(2) (a) In the Old Testament as well as in the New Testament, humility is an essential characteristic of true piety, or of the man who is right with God. God humbles men in order to bring them to Himself (Deu_8:2, Deu_8:3, etc.), and it is when men humble themselves before Him that they are accepted (1Ki_21:29; 2Ch_7:14, etc.); to “walk humbly with thy God” completes the Divine requirements (Mic 6:8). In Psa_18:35 (2Sa_22:36) the quality is ascribed to God Himself, “Thy gentleness (or condescension) hath made me great.” Of “him that hath his seat on high” it is said, (Hebrew) “humbleth (shāphēl) himself to behold the things that are in heaven and in the earth” (Psa_113:6). It is in the humble heart that “the high and lofty One,... whose name is Holy” dwells (Isa_57:15; compare Isa_66:2).

(b) The word tapeinophrosunē is not found in classical Greek (Lightfoot); in the New Testament (with the exception of 1Pe_5:5) it is Pauline. In Greek pre-Christian writers tapeinos is, with a few exceptions in Plato and Platonic writers, used in a bad or inferior sense - as denoting something evil or unworthy. The prominence it gained in Christian thought indicates the new conception of man in relation to God, to himself, and to his fellows, which is due to Christianity. It by no means implies slavishness or servility; nor is it inconsistent with a right estimate of oneself, one's gifts and calling of God, or with proper self-assertion when called for. But the habitual frame of mind of a child of God is that of one who feels not only that he owes all his natural gifts, etc., to God, but that he has been the object of undeserved redeeming love, and who regards himself as being not his own, but God's in Christ. He cannot exalt himself, for he knows that he has nothing of himself. The humble mind is thus at the root of all other graces and virtues. Self-exaltation spoils everything. There can be no real love without humility. “Love,” said Paul, “vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up” (1Co_13:4). As Augustine said, humility is first, second and third in Christianity.

(c) Jesus not only strongly impressed His disciples with the need of humility, but was in Himself its supreme example. He described Himself as “meek and lowly (tapeinos) in heart” (Mat_11:29). The first of the Beatitudes was to “the poor in spirit” (Mat_5:3), and it was “the meek” who should “inherit the earth.” Humility is the way to true greatness: he who should “humble himself as this little child” should be “the greatest in the kingdom of heaven”; “Whosoever shall exalt himself shall be humbled; and whosoever shall humble himself shall be exalted” (Mat_18:4; Mat_23:12; Luk_14:11; Luk_18:14). To the humble mind truth is revealed (Mat_11:25; Luk_10:21). Jesus set a touching example of humility in His washing His disciples' feet (Jn 13:1-17).

(d) Paul, therefore, makes an earnest appeal to Christians (Phi_2:1-11) that they should cherish and manifest the Spirit of their Lord's humility - “in lowliness of mind each counting other better than himself,” and adduces the supreme example of the self-emptying (kénōsis) of Christ: “Have this mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus,” etc. The rendering of heautō̇n ekénōsen (Phi_2:7 the King James Version) by “he humbled himself” has given rise to the designation of the Incarnation as “the Humiliation of Christ.”

(e) There is a false humility which Paul warns against, a self-sought, “voluntary humility” (Col_2:18, Col_2:23). This still exists in many forms, and has to be guarded against. It is not genuine humility when we humble ourselves with the feeling that we are greater than others, but only when we do not think of self at all. It is not alone the sense of sin that should create the humble spirit: Jesus had no sin. It belongs not merely to the creature, but even to a son in relation to God. There may be much self-satisfaction where sinfulness is confessed. We may be proud of our humility. It is necessary also always to beware of “the pride that apes humility.”
WHAT IS PRIDE?

‘proud’

  5244     huperephanos    {hoop-er-ay'-fan-os}    uJperhvfanoß    from 5228 (above; over) and 5316 (appear; shine); TDNT -- 8:525,1231; adj

 AV  -- proud (5)

 1) showing one's self above others, overtopping, conspicuous above others, pre-eminent

 2) with an overweening estimate of one's means or merits, despising others or even treating them with contempt, haughty

GENERAL TEXTS

THE BEATITUDES
The words ‘humility’ or ‘humble’ do not appear in the beautitudes, but the idea is inherent in all of them.  True blessedness can only be experienced by the humble.  Only those who are willing to be in a position to continually receive grace and mercy from God will experience the blessedness spoken of in the beatitudes.

Matthew 5:3-10  "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  4  Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted.  5  Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth.  6  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled.  7  Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy.  8  Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God.  9  Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God.  10  Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
HUMILITY
Numbers 12:3  (Now the man Moses was very humble, more than all men who were on the face of the earth.)
Psalms 45:4  And in Your majesty ride prosperously because of truth, humility, and righteousness; And Your right hand shall teach You awesome things.

Proverbs 15:33  The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom, And before honor is humility.

Proverbs 18:12  Before destruction the heart of a man is haughty, And before honor is humility.

Proverbs 22:4  By humility and the fear of the LORD Are riches and honor and life.

Micah 6:8  He has shown you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you But to do justly, To love mercy, And to walk humbly with your God?
Zephaniah 2:3  Seek the LORD, all you meek of the earth, Who have upheld His justice. Seek righteousness, seek humility. It may be that you will be hidden In the day of the LORD's anger.

Acts 20:19  serving the Lord with all humility, with many tears and trials which happened to me by the plotting of the Jews;

Colossians 2:18  Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,

Colossians 2:23  These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.

Colossians 3:12  Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering;

2 Timothy 2:25  in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth,

Titus 3:2  to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men.

1 Peter 5:5  Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for "GOD RESISTS THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE."

HUMBLE*

Proverbs 3:34  Surely He scorns the scornful, But gives grace to the humble.

Proverbs 6:3  So do this, my son, and deliver yourself; For you have come into the hand of your friend: Go and humble yourself; Plead with your friend.

Proverbs 11:2  When pride comes, then comes shame; But with the humble is wisdom.

Proverbs 16:19  Better to be of a humble spirit with the lowly, Than to divide the spoil with the proud.

Proverbs 29:23  A man's pride will bring him low, But the humble in spirit will retain honor.
Matthew 18:4  Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 23:12  And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.
Luke 14:11  For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted."
Luke 18:14  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted."
Romans 12:16  Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion.

2 Corinthians 12:21  lest, when I come again, my God will humble me among you, and I shall mourn for many who have sinned before and have not repented of the uncleanness, fornication, and lewdness which they have practiced.

2 Corinthians 11:7  Did I commit sin in humbling myself that you might be exalted, because I preached the gospel of God to you free of charge?

Philippians 4:12  I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.

Philippians 2:8  And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.

James 4:6  But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: "GOD RESISTS THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE."

James 4:10  Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.

1 Peter 5:5  Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for "GOD RESISTS THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE."

1 Peter 5:6  Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time,

Philippians 4:12  Ek weet om verneder te word, ek weet ook om oorvloed te hê; in elke opsig en in alle dinge is ek onderrig: om versadig te word sowel as om honger te ly, om oorvloed te hê sowel as om gebrek te ly.

PRIDE

Proverbs 8:13  The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way And the perverse mouth I hate.

Proverbs 11:2  When pride comes, then comes shame; But with the humble is wisdom.

Proverbs 13:10  By pride comes nothing but strife, But with the well-advised is wisdom.

Proverbs 14:3  In the mouth of a fool is a rod of pride, But the lips of the wise will preserve them.

Proverbs 16:18  Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.

Proverbs 21:24  A proud and haughty man—"Scoffer" is his name; He acts with arrogant pride.

Proverbs 29:23  A man's pride will bring him low, But the humble in spirit will retain honor.

Mark 7:21-22  For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders,  22  thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness.
1 Timothy 3:6  not a novice, lest being puffed up with pride he fall into the same condemnation as the devil.

1 John 2:16  For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world.

Luke 1:51  He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.

Romans 11:20  Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear.

1 Timothy 6:17  Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy.

PROUD

Proverbs 6:16-17  These six things the LORD hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him:  17  A proud look, A lying tongue, Hands that shed innocent blood,

Proverbs 15:25  The LORD will destroy the house of the proud, But He will establish the boundary of the widow.

Proverbs 16:5  Everyone proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD; Though they join forces, none will go unpunished.

Proverbs 16:19  Better to be of a humble spirit with the lowly, Than to divide the spoil with the proud.

Proverbs 21:4  A haughty look, a proud heart, And the plowing of the wicked are sin.

Proverbs 21:24  A proud and haughty man—"Scoffer" is his name; He acts with arrogant pride.

Proverbs 28:25  He who is of a proud heart stirs up strife, But he who trusts in the LORD will be prospered.

Luke 1:51  He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.

Romans 1:30  backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,

1 Timothy 6:3-4  If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which accords with godliness,  4  he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes and arguments over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions,

2 Timothy 3:2  For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,

Lodged in the mind and heart of man

Luke 1:51  He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.

Luke 1:51  Hy het deur sy arm kragtige dade gedoen. Hoogmoediges in die gedagtes van hulle hart het Hy verstrooi.

2 Timothy 3:4  traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,

2 Timothy 3:4  Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;

Mark 7:22  diewery, hebsug, boosheid, bedrog, losbandigheid, afguns, lastering, hoogmoed, dwaasheid.

Phi 2:3  Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 

Proverbs 12:15  The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, But he who heeds counsel is wise.

Proverbs 16:2  All the ways of a man are pure in his own eyes, But the LORD weighs the spirits.

Proverbs 18:11  The rich man's wealth is his strong city, And like a high wall in his own esteem.

Proverbs 21:2  Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, But the LORD weighs the hearts.

Proverbs 26:5  Answer a fool according to his folly, Lest he be wise in his own eyes.

Proverbs 26:12  Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for him.

Proverbs 26:16  The lazy man is wiser in his own eyes Than seven men who can answer sensibly.

Proverbs 28:11  The rich man is wise in his own eyes, But the poor who has understanding searches him out.

Proverbs 28:26  He who trusts in his own heart is a fool, But whoever walks wisely will be delivered.

Proverbs 1:7  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction.

Why is it the beginning of knowledge?  Because when we fear the Lord we confront the pride in our own minds and hearts and we are granted the knowledge of God.

Psalms 111:10  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; A good understanding have all those who do His commandments. His praise endures forever.

Worldly wisdom

James 3:13-15  Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom.  14  But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth.  15  This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic.

Often caused by Money, Status and inordinate Indulgence in Creature Comforts 
Money

Pro 18:11  The rich man's wealth is his strong city, And like a high wall in his own esteem. 

Luke 1:53  He has filled the hungry with good things, And the rich He has sent away empty.

1Ti 6:17  Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. 

Mat 6:24  "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. 

Status

1 Timothy 3:6  not a novice, lest being puffed up with pride he fall into the same condemnation as the devil.

Luk 16:25  But Abraham said, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. 

Poverty and a low station in life is not synonymous with humility, however.

Selfish ambition

Philippians 1:16  The former preach Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my chains;

Philippians 2:3  Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.

Envy

1Co 3:3  for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men? 

The way of the world

1 John 2:16  For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world.

Arrogance

Proverbs 21:24  A proud and haughty man—"Scoffer" is his name; He acts with arrogant pride.

Isaiah 10:12  Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Lord has performed all His work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, that He will say, "I will punish the fruit of the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his haughty looks."

Ezekiel 24:21  'Speak to the house of Israel, "Thus says the Lord GOD: 'Behold, I will profane My sanctuary, your arrogant boast, the desire of your eyes, the delight of your soul; and your sons and daughters whom you left behind shall fall by the sword.

Ezekiel 30:18  At Tehaphnehes the day shall also be darkened, When I break the yokes of Egypt there. And her arrogant strength shall cease in her; As for her, a cloud shall cover her, And her daughters shall go into captivity.

Ezekiel 33:28  For I will make the land most desolate, her arrogant strength shall cease, and the mountains of Israel shall be so desolate that no one will pass through.

Zephaniah 2:8  "I have heard the reproach of Moab, And the insults of the people of Ammon, With which they have reproached My people, And made arrogant threats against their borders.

Zephaniah 2:10  This they shall have for their pride, Because they have reproached and made arrogant threats Against the people of the LORD of hosts.

Comparison with others

2Co 10:12  For we dare not class ourselves or compare ourselves with those who commend themselves. But they, measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise. 

THE TEACHING

I.  HUMILITY BEFORE GOD

STATEMENT:  True humility always begins with our view of God.  We will never understand biblical humility until we fix our gaze on God and in the radiance of His glorious sovereignty and holiness see ourselvers and others in proper perspective.
Memorise:  Micah 6:8  He has shown you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you But to do justly, To love mercy, And to walk humbly with your God?
Psalms 34:18  The LORD is near to those who have a broken heart, And saves such as have a contrite spirit.

Psalms 51:17  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A broken and a contrite heart— These, O God, You will not despise.

Zep 3:12  I will leave in your midst A meek and humble people, And they shall trust in the name of the LORD. 
Luke 18:10-14  "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  11  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, 'God, I thank You that I am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector.  12  I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.'  13  And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me a sinner!'  14  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted."
James 4:6  But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: "GOD RESISTS THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE."

1 Peter 5:5  Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for "GOD RESISTS THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE."

II.  HUMILITY BEFORE MAN

STATEMENT:  Once we have taken our position before God in the grace of Christ we will also walk humbly with other people and realise that we have nothing that we did not receive as a gift from the hand of God.
Memorise:  Philippians 2:3  Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 

Ephesians 4:1-2  I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called,  2  with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love,
1 Corinthians 4:7  For who makes you differ from another? And what do you have that you did not receive? Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it? 

III.  THE EFFECTS OF HUMILITY

STATEMENT:  If we would soberly consider the precious effects of biblical humility it will become to us something to be treasured above any earthly value.
Memorise:  Matthew 11:28-29  Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  29  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
Inward Rest
Matthew 11:28-29  Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  29  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
The Beatitudes

Matthew 5:3-10  "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

4  Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted.  

5  Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth.  

6  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled.  

7  Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy.  

8  Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God.  

9  Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God.  

10  Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Consider the range of blessings effected by repentance born of humility in this passage in Corinthians:

2 Corinthians 7:9-11  Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that your sorrow led to repentance. For you were made sorry in a godly manner, that you might suffer loss from us in nothing.  10  For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death.  11  For observe this very thing, that you sorrowed in a godly manner: What diligence it produced in you, what clearing of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what vehement desire, what zeal, what vindication! In all things you proved yourselves to be clear in this matter.
IV.  NEW TESTAMENT EXAMPLES
STATEMENT:   In our study of humility it is important to consider biblical characters as examples of true humility.  There are many such examples in the Bible.
Memorise:  Philippians 2:5  Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,
John the Baptist

John 3:30  He must increase, but I must decrease. 
John 1:27  It is He who, coming after me, is preferred before me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose."
Matthew 3:14  And John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?"

Other examples in the Gospels
Matthew 15:26-28  But He answered and said, "It is not good to take the children's bread and throw it to the little dogs."  27  And she said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters' table."  28  Then Jesus answered and said to her, "O woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire." And her daughter was healed from that very hour.
Luke 7:6-7  Then Jesus went with them. And when He was already not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to Him, saying to Him, "Lord, do not trouble Yourself, for I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof.  7  Therefore I did not even think myself worthy to come to You. But say the word, and my servant will be healed.

Jesus Himself

Matthew 11:29  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
John 13:5  After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded.

John 13:14-15  If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet.  15  For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you.
Philippians 2:5-8  Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,  6  who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God,  7  but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.  8  And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.

Paul

Acts 20:18-19  And when they had come to him, he said to them: "You know, from the first day that I came to Asia, in what manner I always lived among you,  19  serving the Lord with all humility, with many tears and trials which happened to me by the plotting of the Jews;
1 Corinthians 15:10  But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.

2 Corinthians 3:5  Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God,

2 Corinthians 12:7  And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure.

Ephesians 3:8  To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,

1 Timothy 1:15  This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.
Philippians 4:12  I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.

1 Corinthians 15:9  For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.

Philippians 3:12-13  Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.  13  Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead,

In the book of Revelation

Revelation 4:10-11  the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying:  11  `Worthy art Thou, O Lord, to receive the glory, and the honour, and the power, because Thou--Thou didst create the all things, and because of Thy will are they, and they were created.'

V.  FALSE HUMILITY
STATEMENT:  We should always be aware of the dangers of a false humility.  It is especially prevalent amongst religious people and it can be very subtle.  Test your own heart and root out any false humility so that true humility may prosper. 
Memorise:  Colossians 2:18  Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 

(ALT)  Stop letting anyone decide against you* [fig., judge you* as not being worthy], delighting in [false] humility and religious worship of the angels, basing his authority on [things] he has not seen, being conceited without cause by the mind of his flesh, 

(ANT) Moenie dat iemand wat behae skep in danige nederigheid en in die aanbidding van engele en wat voorgee dat hy allerhande visioene gesien het, julle daarmee mislei nie. So iemand verhef hom oor wat hy in eiewaan van homself dink,

(AOT) Laat niemand julle van jul prys beroof nie, al sou hy behae hê in nederigheid en verering van die engele en indring in wat hy nie gesien het nie, en sonder oorsaak opgeblase wees deur sy vleeslike gesindheid,

(AOV)  Laat niemand julle van jul prys beroof nie, al sou hy behae hê in nederigheid en verering van die engele en indring in wat hy nie gesien het nie, en sonder oorsaak opgeblase wees deur sy vleeslike gesindheid, 

(ASV)  Let no man rob you of your prize by a voluntary humility and worshipping of the angels, dwelling in the things which he hath seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 

(BBE)  Let no man take your reward from you by consciously making little of himself and giving worship to angels; having his thoughts fixed on the things which he has seen, being foolishly lifted up in his natural mind, 

(CEV)  Don't be cheated by people who make a show of acting humble and who worship angels. They brag about seeing visions. But it is all nonsense, because their minds are filled with selfish desires. 

(Darby)  Let no one fraudulently deprive you of your prize, doing his own will in humility and worship of angels, entering into things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by the mind of his flesh, 

(ESV)  Let no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail about visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind, 

(GNB)  Do not allow yourselves to be condemned by anyone who claims to be superior because of special visions and who insists on false humility and the worship of angels. For no reason at all, such people are all puffed up by their human way of thinking 

(GW)  Let no one who delights in false humility and the worship of angels tell you that you don't deserve a prize. Such a person, whose sinful mind fills him with arrogance, gives endless details of the visions he has seen. 

(HCSB)  Let no one disqualify you, insisting on ascetic practices and the worship of angels, claiming access to a visionary realm and inflated without cause by his fleshly mind. 

(Murdock)  And let no one wish, by abasing the mind, to bring you under bonds, that ye subject yourselves to the worship of angels; while he is prying into that which he hath not seen, and is vainly inflated in his fleshly mind, 

(RSVA)  Let no one disqualify you, insisting on self-abasement and worship of angels, taking his stand on visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind, 

(WNT)  Let no one defraud you of your prize, priding himself on his humility and on his worship of the angels, and taking his stand on the visions he has seen, and idly puffed up with his unspiritual thoughts. 

(YLT)  let no one beguile you of your prize, delighting in humble-mindedness and in worship of the messengers, intruding into the things he hath not seen, being vainly puffed up by the mind of his flesh, 

Religious Pride

Zephaniah 3:11  In that day you shall not be shamed for any of your deeds In which you transgress against Me; For then I will take away from your midst Those who rejoice in your pride, And you shall no longer be haughty In My holy mountain.

VI.  CHARACTERISTICS AND QUALITIES THAT ALWAYS ACCOMPANY HUMILITY
STATEMENT:  It is a marvellous fact that humility always brings beautiful gems in its train.  Humility is, as it were, the door allowing the characteristics of Christ in us to be manifested and displayed.  We may test humility by the qualities that accompany it.
Memorise:  Colossians 3:12-13  Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering;  13  bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.
Love

Galatians 5:22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

Ephesians 4:2  with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love,

Meekness 
Col 3:12  Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 
Gentleness 
2Co 10:1  Now I, Paul, myself am pleading with you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ—who in presence am lowly among you, but being absent am bold toward you. 
Kindness
Col 3:12  Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 
Longsuffering
Eph 4:2  with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 

Gill - Col. 3:12

bowels of mercies; a sympathizing spirit with saints in distress, weeping with them that weep, suffering with them that suffer, being touched, as their high priest is, with a feeling of their sorrows and weaknesses: it denotes inward pity and compassion to distressed objects, the most tender regard to persons in misery, and such compassion as is free from all hypocrisy and deceit, and therefore is expressed by "bowels"; and what is very large, and reaches to multitudes of objects, and is displayed and exerted various ways, and therefore signified by "mercies". Now such a spirit is a very beautiful one; the apostle begins with the innermost of these garments, adding to it 

kindness, which is this inward, tender, unfeigned, and abundant mercy put into act and exercise; this is doing good to all men, especially to the household of faith, distributing to the necessities of the saints, and a showing mercy with cheerfulness, and is very ornamental to a Christian professor: as is also 

humbleness of mind; which lies in the saints entertaining mean [lowly] thoughts of themselves, looking upon themselves as the chief of sinners, and less than the least of all saints; as inferior to others in knowledge, experience, gifts, and graces; in esteeming others better than themselves; in ascribing all they have, and are, to the grace of God; in doing works of mercy and righteousness without ostentation, and boasting of them, or depending on them; owning, that when they have done all they can, they are but unprofitable servants; and this is a beautiful dress for a believer to appear in: be ye clothed with humility; see 1Pe_5:5. And of the like nature is 

meekness; which shows itself in not envying the gifts and graces, the usefulness and happiness of others, but rejoicing therein; in quietly submitting to the will of God in all adverse dispensations of Providence, and patiently bearing what he is pleased to lay on them; and in enduring all the insults, reproaches, and indignities of men with calmness. This ornament of a meek and quiet, spirit is in the sight of God of great price, 1Pe_3:4. And what follows is natural to it, and explanative of it, 

longsuffering: whereby a person patiently bears the evil words and actions of others, and is not easily provoked to wrath by them, but puts up with injuries, and sits down contented with the ill usage he meets with.
VII.  THE CONSEQUENCES OF PRIDE

STATEMENT:  Pride has terrible consequences and therefore we should identify it and root it out the moment it shows itself in our inward life.
Memorise:  Proverbs 16:18  Before destruction is pride, And before stumbling--a haughty spirit.'

Being resisted by God Himself
Jam 4:6  But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: "GOD RESISTS THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE." 
Proverbs 29:23  A man's pride will bring him low, But the humble in spirit will retain honor.

Blindness
Heb 3:13  but exhort one another daily, while it is called "TODAY," lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 

Rev 3:17  Because you say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing'—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked— 

Sin and Shame

Pro 16:18  Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall. 

Proverbs 11:2  When pride comes, then comes shame; But with the humble is wisdom.

Broken relationships
Proverbs 13:10  By pride comes nothing but strife, But with the well-advised is wisdom.

1Ti 6:4  he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes and arguments over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions, 

James 3:14-16  But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth.  15  This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic.  16  For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there.
Examples:  

Nebuchadnezzar

Daniel 4:30-34  The king spoke, saying, "Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty power and for the honor of my majesty?"  31  While the word was still in the king's mouth, a voice fell from heaven: "King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: the kingdom has departed from you!  32  And they shall drive you from men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. They shall make you eat grass like oxen; and seven times shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses."  33  That very hour the word was fulfilled concerning Nebuchadnezzar; he was driven from men and ate grass like oxen; his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair had grown like eagles' feathers and his nails like birds' claws.  34  And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my understanding returned to me; and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever: For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom is from generation to generation.

Herod

Acts 12:21-23  So on a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat on his throne and gave an oration to them.  22  And the people kept shouting, "The voice of a god and not of a man!"  23  Then immediately an angel of the Lord struck him, because he did not give glory to God. And he was eaten by worms and died.

THIS TOPIC AND THE IN CHRIST POSITION
Only those who in humility realise their deep need of God’s grace will accept a substitute (Christ) and allow Him to live His life in and through them (Gal. 2:20).

Grace and mercy – it requires humility to acknowledge that you can do nothing to save yourself.

Rom 11:6  And if by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace. But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work. 

The Cross / Identification

Are you willing to suffer the offense of the cross? 

Gal 5:11  And I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision, why do I still suffer persecution? Then the offense of the cross has ceased. 

Phi 3:10  that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, 

Christ in you / Resurrection life

Galatians 2:20  I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.

Eph 3:16  that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, 

APPLICATION

1.  THE MIND

· Can you name a few contrasts between biblical humility and false views of humility?

· Why would you say it is important to know the biblical teaching about humility.

· Name a few ‘ingredients’ of biblical humility?  In others words, what exactly does it entail?

· Can you remember one or two of the quotes given at the start of this teaching?

· How many of the headings of the main teaching can you remember.

· What stood out for you in this teaching?

· Can you recite a few of the most important scripture verses that deal with humility.

· Did you memorise the memorisation texts?  If you did, the previous question would have been easy to answer.

2.  THE HEART

· Did God speak to your heart through this teaching?

· Were you really listening with a teachable heart and a prayerful attitude?

· What was really a ‘revelation’ to you in this teaching?  Write it down.  Now ask yourself what God is saying to you in the light of this ‘revelation’.
· Are you at rest in Christ?  Have you taken His yoke upon you (Mt. 11:29)?

· Do you esteem others better than yourself?
3.  THE WILL

· Are you willing to ask God to reveal to you if there is pride in your heart and mind that hinders your relationship with Him?

· Are you willing to ask God to reveal to you if there is pride in your heart and mind that hinders your relationship with others?

· Ask God to show you yourself as He sees you.  Not how you see yourself, and not how others view you.  Allow Him to reveal to you both your strengths and weaknesses so that you may have a realistic view of yourself.

Romans 12:3  For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.

HOME WORK

· Read the whole teaching again prayerfully and with close attention (Col. 3:16).

· Memorise the texts after you have prayed for spiritual insight (Ps. 119:11).

· Search your heart and life in terms of the Bible’s teaching about faith (Ps. 139:23-24).

· Adapt your life where necessary.  We need to adapt our lives to the New Testament pattern and not the other way round.  A practical plan for implementation is crucial (Jam.1:22).

· Give feedback about your progress to your prayer and discipleship partner and ask for intercession if necessary (Efes. 6:18b).

FOR FURTHER STUDY

SCRIPTURE PORTIONS

· Isaiah 53
· Matthew 5-7

· 1 Corinthians 13

· See ‘General Texts’ above
RESOURCES

Humility by Andrew Murray
ADDENDUMS

HUMILITY - THE GLORY OF THE CREATURE 

By Andrew Murray
"They shall cast their crowns before the throne, so saying: "You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created."  Revelation 4:11  
When God created the universe, it was with the one object of making the creature partaker of His perfection and blessedness, and so showing forth in it the glory of His love and wisdom and power.  God wished to reveal Himself in and through created beings by communicating to them as much of His own goodness and glory as they were capable of receiving.  But this communication was not a giving to the creature something which it could possess in itself, a certain life or goodness, of which it had the charge and disposal. By no means.  But as God is the ever-living, everpresent, ever-acting One, who upholds all things by the word of His power, and in whom all things exist, the relation of the creature to God could only be one of unceasing, absolute, universal dependence.  As truly as God by His power once created, so truly by that same power must God every moment maintain.  The creature has not only to look back to the origin and first beginning of existence, and acknowledge that it there owes everything to God; its chief care, its highest virtue, its only happiness, now and through all eternity, is to present itself an empty vessel, in which God can dwell and manifest His power and goodness.  The life God bestows is imparted not once for all, but each moment continuously, by the unceasing operation of His mighty power.  Humility, the place of entire dependence on God, is, from the very nature of things, the first duty and the highest virtue of the creature, and the root of every virtue.  And so pride, or the loss of this humility, is the root of every sin and evil.  It was when the now fallen angels began to look upon themselves with self-complacency that they were led to disobedience, and were cast down from the light of heaven into outer darkness.  Even so it was, when the serpent breathed the poison of his pride, the desire to be as God, into the hearts of our first parents, that they too fell from their high estate into all the wretchedness in which man is now sunk.  In heaven and earth, pride, self-exaltation, is the gate and the birth, and the curse, of hell.  Hence it follows that nothing can be our redemption, but the restoration of the 'lost humility, the original and only true relation of the creature to its God.  And so Jesus came to bring humility back to earth, to make us partakers of it, and by it to save us.

THE POWER OF HUMILITY

By Andrew Murray

Is it any wonder that the Christian life is so often feeble and fruitless, when the very root of the Christ life is neglected, is unknown?  Is it any wonder that the joy of salvation is so little felt, when that in which Christ found it and brings it, is so little sought?  Until a humility which will rest in nothing less than the end and death of self; which gives up all the honor of men as Jesus did, to seek the honor that comes from God alone; which absolutely makes and counts itself nothing, that God may be all, that the Lord alone may be exalted,-until such a humility be what we seek in Christ above our chief joy, and welcome at any price, there is very little hope of a religion that will conquer the world.

I cannot too earnestly plead with my reader, if possibly his attention has never yet been specially directed to the want there is of humility within him or around him, to pause and ask whether he sees much of the spirit of the meek and lowly Lamb of God in those who are called by His name.  Let him consider how all want of love, all indifference to the needs, the feelings, the weakness of others; all sharp and hasty judgments and utterances, so often excused under the plea of being outright and honest; all manifestations of temper and touchiness and irritation; all feelings of bitterness and estrangement, have their root in nothing but pride, that ever seeks itself, and his eyes will be opened to see how a dark, shall I not say a devilish pride, creeps in almost everywhere, the assemblies of the saints not excepted.  Let him begin to ask what would be the effect, if in himself and around him, if towards fellow saints and the world, believers were really permanently guided by the humility of Jesus; and let him say if the cry of our whole heart, night and day, ought not to be, Oh for the humility of Jesus in myself and all around me!  Let him honestly fix his heart on his own lack of the humility which has been revealed in the likeness of Christ's life, and in the whole character of His redemption, and he will begin to feel as if he had never yet really known what Christ and His salvation is.

Believer! study the humility of Jesus.  This is the secret, the hidden root of your redemption.  Sink down into it deeper day by day.  Believe with your whole heart that this Christ, whom God has given you, even as His divine humility wrought the work for you, will enter in to dwell and work within you too, and make you what the Father would have you be.

THE TEST OF HUMILITY

By Andrew Murray

"He that loves not his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?" - 1 John 4:20.

What a solemn thought, that our love to God will be measured by our everyday intercourse with men and the love it displays; and that our love to God will be found to be a delusion, except was its truth is proved in standing the test of daily life with our fellowmen.  It is even so with our humility.  It is easy to think we humble ourselves before God: humility towards men will be the only sufficient proof that our humility before God is real; that humility has taken up its abode in us; and become our very nature; that we actually, like Christ, have made ourselves of no reputation.  When in the presence of God lowliness of heart has become, not a posture we pray to Him, but the very spirit of our life, it will manifest itself in all our bearing towards our brethren.  The lesson is one of deep import: the only humility that is really ours is not that which we try to show before God in prayer, but that which we carry with us, and carry out, in our ordinary conduct; the insignficances of daily life are the importances and the tests of eternity, because they prove what really is the spirit that possesses us.  It is in our most unguarded moments that we really show and see what we are.  To know the humble man, to know how the humble man behaves, you must follow him in the common course of daily life.

Is not this what Jesus taught?  It was when the disciples disputed who should be greatest; when He saw how the Pharisees loved the chief place at feasts and the chief seats in the synagogues; when He had given them the example of washing their feet,-that He taught His lessons of humility.  Humility before God is nothing if not proved in humility before men.

It is even so in the teaching of Paul.  To the Romans He writes: "In honor preferring one another"; "Set not your mind on high things, but condescend to those that are lowly."  "Be not wise in your own conceit."  To the Corinthians: "Love," and there is no love without humility as its root, "vaunts not itself, is not puffed up, seeks not its own, is not provoked."  To the Galatians: "Through love be servants one of another.  Let us not be desirous of vainglory, provoking one another, envying one another."  To the Ephesians, immediately after the three wonderful chapters on the heavenly life: "Therefore, walk with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one another in love"; "Giving thanks always, subjecting yourselves one to another in the fear of Christ."  To the Philippians: "Doing nothing through faction or vainglory, but in lowliness of mind, each counting other better than himself.  Have the mind in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, and humbled Himself."  And to the Colossians: "Put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, long-suffering, forbearing one another, and forgiving each other, even as the Lord forgave you."  It is in our relation to one another, in our treatment of one another, that the true lowliness of mind and the heart of humility are to be seen.  Our humility before God has no value, but as it prepares us to reveal the humility of Jesus to our fellow-men. Let us study humility in daily life in the light of these words.

A HUMBLE AND TEACHABLE HEART
By A.W. Pink

The subject of God's "so-great-salvation" (Heb. 2:3), as it is revealed to us in the Scriptures and made known in Christian experience, is worthy of a life's study.  Any one who supposes that there is now no longer any need for him to prayerfully search for a fuller understanding of the same needs to ponder "If any man think he knows anything, he knows nothing yet as he ought to know" (1 Cor. 8:2).  The fact is that the moment any of us really takes it for granted that he already knows all that there is to be known on any subject treated of in Holy Writ, he at once cuts himself off from any further light thereon. That which is most needed by all of us in order to a better understanding of Divine things is not a brilliant intellect, but a truly humble heart and a teachable spirit, and for that we would daily and fervently pray, for we possess it not by nature.

HUMILITY

By Arthur Katz

Murray calls humility "the only root from which the graces can grow." In other words, there is no growth in grace and no receiving of anything from God without this ultimate and essential requirement. The Latin term is sine qua non. The scripture that supports this is: "He gives grace to the humble, but resists the proud." He can only give grace to the humble. The proud have no disposition, recognition or need of receiving that grace. And God looks for this fundamental condition; it is also the very quintessence of God Himself: "I am meek, and lowly; learn of Me." 

There is a special promise made for the meek that is not given to any other, "The meek shall inherit the earth." Indeed, the Lord's own death on the Cross as well as His whole earthly life is a statement of that meekness and humility. Just His coming in the form of man is a humiliation for God. He was confined in a body, limited to a finite form and fixed in one place in the earth - a very narrow place within Israel, from Galilee to Jerusalem - for His thirty-three years. His whole life had to be expressed and developed within the confines of one small geographic piece of His own creation. In only three-and-a-half years, He had to express and set forth a mode of being, by His own example, that would be given to mankind as a basis for following all the days that are left for the human race. 

The humility of God is the most awesome thing. It is not God putting on something to demonstrate a virtue that He wanted to commend to us. It is what God is in Himself. For example, He says (paraphrased), "I stand at the door of your heart and knock. If any man chooses to hear my voice and open, I will come in and eat with him and he with Me, but if he doesn't choose to hear and doesn't open, I will stay outside." This is the almighty God waiting for mere mortal man both to hear His voice and to open the door. He has every right to knock the door down, but He does not. 

Murray continues, "It is the one indispensable condition of true fellowship with Jesus." I would add the only basis for true fellowship with anyone, because pride, arrogance, haughtiness of spirit, being uppity and unwilling to bend prevent fellowship. Humility is at the heart of the matter. How do you get it? How do you become the first in your neighborhood to have it? Anyone who has tried knows that he is on the road to dismal failure, especially if he is seeking to imitate humility. It is the phoniest of attempts to try and be humble. Humility is what God is. So the only way to have it then is to find some kind of basis by which we appropriate what God Himself is. Every time we will receive a condition of life, a circumstance that's painful or humiliating, and receive it from God's hand as coming from Him, we have an opportunity to learn of Him. This is true obedience, and with every such obedience rendered to God, something of the very character and personality of God is transmitted until the man is the thing in itself. 

Apostolic meekness is the hallmark of the true apostle. It is the hallmark of God Himself. He will have that quality of God. You can't even define it because it is something wrought in the man himself through a history of union with the God, who Himself is meek. It will never be our experience unless we covet and desire this attribute. And it should be as distinctive of us as it is of God. If it is only one of many things in which we might have an interest, it will not be obtained. But if it's the very basis of the receiving of any grace from God and the basis for relationship with Him and with the saints, then it ought to be the foremost object of our consideration. 
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