12.  THE CHRISTIAN HOPE

INTRODUCTION
Psalms 23:4  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.
Romans 8:20-25  For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope;  21  because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.  22  For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now.  23  Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.  24  For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees?  25  But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.

1 Corinthians 15:51-55  Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed— 52  in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  53  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.  54  So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY."  55  "O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING? O HADES, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY?"

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.  17  Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.

1 John 3:2  Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

Revelation 21:1-4  Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea.  2  Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  3  And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God.  4  And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away."

Revelation 22:1-5  And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb.  2  In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.  3  And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him.  4  They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads.  5  There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever.

John 14:19  "A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because I live, you will live also.
‘The Bible alone supplies us with the only authentic revelation of the future of saint and sinner alike.’  Herbert Lockyer
“Death in ten thousand shapes hangs ever over our heads, and no man can elude him.’  Homer in ‘The Iliad’.
‘It is to be regretted that eschatology or “the Doctrine of Last Things,” does not occupy the large place it ought to in the minds of men, as well as in the modern pulpit.  A generation or so ago, eschatology was a somewhat favorite topic, stressed it may be, at the expense of other aspects of the divine revelation.  Today,  many recoil from extremes and treat the subject with undeserved neglect.  The social gospel tends to concentrate upon the practical, and not the prophetical implications of New Testament truth.  Generally speaking, preachers are more at home in the sphere of Christian ethics than in apocalyptic visions.  They are more anxious to bring Christ down to earth, than to urge the saints to be ready to be caught up to meet Him in the heavenlies.  Why be concerned with ages to come and worlds unknown, when there are so many urgent moral and social problems to settle in the present?  
Our answer to this comparative reticence on the part of many as to the larger questions of the Hereafter is that the few years we spend on earth pale into insignificance alongside the unending eternity of the human race.  Certainly we should not be negligent as to our present obligations as Christians and as citizens, but the main emphasis in the Bible is condensed for us in the exhortation, “Prepare to meet they God” (Amos 4:12).  We have a feeling that too many are silent as to “The Doctrine of Last Things” because they have either not studied them or thought of them to no purpose.
Because man was created to live forever there is in his heart an insatiable curiosity about the Hereafter that cannot be silenced or quenched;  and ministers of the Word fail in their solemn task if they do not make available for anxious hearts the Biblical light on the future.  Contrary to what we are told about discussion of the future having no practical application, we affirm that Christians who have the strongest hope and most joyous certainty of a life beyond are those who do the most for the world they live in.  They are not so heavenly-minded as to be of no earthly use.  The Last Things we are now to consider have an immediate and most practical bearing on the present life to the intensity of conviction with which they are held.  Eschatology is a powerful factor in shaping conduct, quickening conscience and enforcing the obligations of service for God and man.’  Herbert Lockyer
‘It ought to be the business of every day to prepare for our last day.’  Matthew Henry
THE PURPOSE OF THIS TEACHING (Why is this important?):

· To make sure that we understand the New Testament teaching on hope and that we live in that hope.
· For us to not only be steadfast in hope, but to abound in hope (
· To provide for us a powerful incentive for holiness and purity (1 Jn. 3:3).
· To ensure freedom from the fear of death.

· In order to be a testimony to the world of what a person with true hope looks like and how he or she lives.

MYTHS (FALSE IDEAS ABOUT THIS TOPIC)

MYTH 1:    The Christian hope has to do with the potential of the church and individual believers in this life.
THE TRUTH:  The primary focus of ‘hope’ in the New Testament is the glory that awaits us in eternity because of the life of Christ that is now already within us (Col. 1:27).
MYTH 2:    The Christian hope has nothing to do with this life, but only with the life to come.
THE TRUTH:  Even though ‘hope’ in the New Testament speaks primarily of the life to come, there are NT scriptures that address our hope in the fulfillment of God’s promises in the present life.
MYTH 3:    The Christian hope is a sincere wish that things will work out the way we want it to.
THE TRUTH:  Christian hope is not a wish for something to happen, but rather the assurance of future blessing based on the present knowledge of God’s character and integrity revealed in Christ.
MYTH 4:    The Christian hope is not a very certain thing, because God does not want us to be too sure of things, lest we become self-reliant.
THE TRUTH:  The Christian hope is absolutely certain, for God cannot lie and He has given us many promises in Christ (Mt. 28:20).  This certain hope will not make us self-reliant, but will rather cause us to praise God more abundantly.
MYTH 5:    The Christian hope is a complete and exact knowledge of everything that eternity holds in store for us after this present life.
THE TRUTH:  There are many things that we do not know concerning the life to come, but that does not need to influence the strength of our hope in the least.  Our hope is not based on detailed knowledge of future circumstances and events, but rather on the love of God and His infinite grace and mercy revealed in Christ.
MYTH 6:    The Christian hope and human hope for this life are not mutually exclusive.  Hence we may hold on to both kinds of hope without any tension.
THE TRUTH:  To be disciples of Jesus we have to die to all our hopes in this present world (Mt. 16:25).  Only spiritual hope originating in the heart of God counts for this life and the next.  We cannot in truth hold on to human hope and spiritual hope at the same time.  We have to completely let go of one in order to embrace the other.  Our hope is in Christ and hence we must focus completely on Him to obtain the promises given us for this present life (Mt. 6:33).
MYTH 7:   We shouldn’t be interested in the subject of prophecy for nobody really knows what’s going to happen.
THE TRUTH:  We should certainly not be concerned with ‘prophetic’ detail that is not revealed in the Scriptures, but it is both our privilege and duty to examine and study all of Scripture and prophecy makes up a rather large portion of Scripture (Deut. 29:29).
DEFINITION

Hope
One of the three main elements of Christian character (1Co_13:13).  It is joined to faith and love, and is opposed to seeing or possessing (Rom_8:24; 1Jo_3:2).  “Hope is an essential and fundamental element of Christian life, so essential indeed, that, like faith and love, it can itself designate the essence of Christianity (1Pe_3:15; Heb_10:23).  In it the whole glory of the Christian vocation is centred (Eph_1:18; Eph_4:4).”  Unbelievers are without this hope (Eph_2:12; 1Th_4:13).  Christ is the actual object of the believer's hope, because it is in his second coming that the hope of glory will be fulfilled (1Ti 1:1; Col_1:27; Tit_2:13).  It is spoken of as “lively”, i.e., a living, hope, a hope not frail and perishable, but having a perennial life (1Pe_1:3).  In Rom_5:2 the “hope” spoken of is probably objective, i.e., “the hope set before us,” namely, eternal life (compare Rom_12:12).  In 1Jo_3:3 the expression “hope in him” ought rather to be, as in the Revised Version, “hope on him,” i.e., a hope based on God. (Easton’s  Bible Dictionary)
GENERAL TEXTS

OLD TESTAMENT
Psalms 16:9  Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will rest in hope.

Psalms 31:24  Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart, All you who hope in the LORD.

Psalms 33:17  A horse is a vain hope for safety; Neither shall it deliver any by its great strength.

Psalms 33:18  Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, On those who hope in His mercy,

Psalms 33:22  Let Your mercy, O LORD, be upon us, Just as we hope in You.

Psalms 38:15  For in You, O LORD, I hope; You will hear, O Lord my God.

Psalms 39:7  "And now, Lord, what do I wait for? My hope is in You.

Psalms 42:5  Why are you cast down, O my soul? And why are you disquieted within me? Hope in God, for I shall yet praise Him For the help of His countenance.

Psalms 62:10  Do not trust in oppression, Nor vainly hope in robbery; If riches increase, Do not set your heart on them.
Psalms 71:5  For You are my hope, O Lord GOD; You are my trust from my youth.

Psalms 71:14  But I will hope continually, And will praise You yet more and more.

Psalms 78:7  That they may set their hope in God, And not forget the works of God, But keep His commandments;

Psalms 119:43  And take not the word of truth utterly out of my mouth, For I have hoped in Your ordinances.

Psalms 119:49  Remember the word to Your servant, Upon which You have caused me to hope.

Psalms 119:74  Those who fear You will be glad when they see me, Because I have hoped in Your word.

Psalms 119:81  My soul faints for Your salvation, But I hope in Your word.

Psalms 119:114  You are my hiding place and my shield; I hope in Your word.

Psalms 119:147  I rise before the dawning of the morning, And cry for help; I hope in Your word.

Psalms 130:5  I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, And in His word I do hope.

Psalms 130:7  O Israel, hope in the LORD; For with the LORD there is mercy, And with Him is abundant redemption.

Psalms 131:3  O Israel, hope in the LORD From this time forth and forever.

Psalms 146:5  Happy is he who has the God of Jacob for his help, Whose hope is in the LORD his God,

Psalms 147:11  The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him, In those who hope in His mercy.

Proverbs 10:28  The hope of the righteous will be gladness, But the expectation of the wicked will perish.

Proverbs 11:7  When a wicked man dies, his expectation will perish, And the hope of the unjust perishes.

Proverbs 23:18  For surely there is a hereafter, And your hope will not be cut off.

Proverbs 24:14  So shall the knowledge of wisdom be to your soul; If you have found it, there is a prospect, And your hope will not be cut off.

Isaiah 8:17  And I will wait on the LORD, Who hides His face from the house of Jacob; And I will hope in Him.

Jeremiah 17:7  "Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, And whose hope is the LORD.

Jeremiah 29:11  For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.
Lamentations 3:24  "The LORD is my portion," says my soul, "Therefore I hope in Him!"

Lamentations 3:26  It is good that one should hope and wait quietly For the salvation of the LORD.

NEW TESTAMENT

Acts 2:26  THEREFORE MY HEART REJOICED, AND MY TONGUE WAS GLAD; MOREOVER MY FLESH ALSO WILL REST IN HOPE.

Acts 24:15  I have hope in God, which they themselves also accept, that there will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust.

Acts 26:6-8  And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers.  7  To this promise our twelve tribes, earnestly serving God night and day, hope to attain. For this hope's sake, King Agrippa, I am accused by the Jews.  8  Why should it be thought incredible by you that God raises the dead?

Acts 27:20  Now when neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest beat on us, all hope that we would be saved was finally given up.

Acts 28:20  For this reason therefore I have called for you, to see you and speak with you, because for the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain."

Romans 4:18  who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he became the father of many nations, according to what was spoken, "SO SHALL YOUR DESCENDANTS BE."

Romans 5:2  through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

Romans 5:3-4  And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance;  4  and perseverance, character; and character, hope.
Romans 5:5  Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

Romans 8:20  For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope;

Romans 8:24  For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees?

Romans 8:25  But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.

Romans 12:12  rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer;

Romans 15:4  For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.

Romans 15:12  And again, Isaiah says: "THERE SHALL BE A ROOT OF JESSE; AND HE WHO SHALL RISE TO REIGN OVER THE GENTILES, IN HIM THE GENTILES SHALL HOPE."

Romans 15:13  Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:24  whenever I journey to Spain, I shall come to you. For I hope to see you on my journey, and to be helped on my way there by you, if first I may enjoy your company for a while.

1 Corinthians 9:10  Or does He say it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written, that he who plows should plow in hope, and he who threshes in hope should be partaker of his hope.
1 Corinthians 13:7  [love]…bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

1 Corinthians 13:13  And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

1 Corinthians 15:19  If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable.

1 Corinthians 16:7  For I do not wish to see you now on the way; but I hope to stay a while with you, if the Lord permits.

2 Corinthians 1:7  And our hope for you is steadfast, because we know that as you are partakers of the sufferings, so also you will partake of the consolation.

2 Corinthians 3:11-12  For if what is passing away was glorious, what remains is much more glorious.  12  Therefore, since we have such hope, we use great boldness of speech—

2 Corinthians 10:15  not boasting of things beyond measure, that is, in other men's labors, but having hope, that as your faith is increased, we shall be greatly enlarged by you in our sphere,

Galatians 5:5  For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.

Ephesians 1:18  the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,

Ephesians 2:12  that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.

Ephesians 4:4  There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling;

Philippians 1:20  according to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.

Philippians 2:23  Therefore I hope to send him at once, as soon as I see how it goes with me.

Colossians 1:5  because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel,

Colossians 1:23  if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.

Colossians 1:27  To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
1 Thessalonians 1:3  remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father,

1 Thessalonians 2:19  For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?

1 Thessalonians 4:13  But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope.

1 Thessalonians 5:8  But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation.

2 Thessalonians 2:16  Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting consolation and good hope by grace,
1 Timothy 1:1  Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the commandment of God our Savior and the Lord Jesus Christ, our hope,

1 Timothy 3:14  These things I write to you, though I hope to come to you shortly…
Titus 1:2  in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time began,

Titus 2:13  looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,

Titus 3:7  that having been justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

Hebrews 3:6  but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house we are if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end.

Hebrews 6:11  And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope until the end,

Hebrews 6:18  that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us.
Hebrews 6:19  This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil,

Hebrews 7:19  for the law made nothing perfect; on the other hand, there is the bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw near to God.

Hebrews 10:23  Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.

Hebrews 11:1  Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

1 Peter 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

1 Peter 1:13  Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

1 Peter 1:21  who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

1 Peter 3:15  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;

1 John 3:3  And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.

2 John 1:12  Having many things to write to you, I did not wish to do so with paper and ink; but I hope to come to you and speak face to face, that our joy may be full.

3 John 1:14  but I hope to see you shortly, and we shall speak face to face. Peace to you. Our friends greet you. Greet the friends by name.

THE CHRISTIAN HOPE IS:

 
In God: 
1 Peter 1:21  who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.


In Christ: 
1 Timothy 1:1  Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the commandment of God our Savior and the Lord Jesus Christ, our hope,


In God's promises: 

Titus 1:2  in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time began,


In the mercy of God: 
Psalms 33:18  Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, On those who hope in His mercy,

In the work of the Holy Spirit: 

Romans 15:13  Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.


IT IS OBTAINED THROUGH 

Grace: 
2 Thessalonians 2:16  Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting consolation and good hope by grace, 

Patience and comfort of the Scriptures: 
Romans 15:4  For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.


The Gospel: 
Colossians 1:5  because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel,

Colossians 1:23  if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.


Faith: 
Galatians 5:5  For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.


Experience: 
Romans 5:4  and perseverance, character; and character, hope.


IT IS DESCRIBED AS 

Good: 
2 Thessalonians 2:16  Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting consolation and good hope by grace,

Lively: 
1 Peter 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

Sure and steadfast: 
Hebrews 6:19  This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil,


Blessed: 
Titus 2:13  looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,

SAINTS 

Are called to: 
Ephesians 4:4  There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling;


Rejoice in: 
Romans 5:2  through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.


Should abound in: 
Romans 15:13  Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Should look for the object of: 
Titus 2:13  looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,

Should hold fast: 
Hebrews 3:6  but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house we are if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end.

Should not be moved from: 
Colossians 1:23  if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.

Should continue in: 
James 1:13  Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.

THE TEACHING
I.  SPIRITUAL HOPE FOR THIS LIFE
STATEMENT:  Our hope in this present life must always be linked to the kingdom of God and based on Biblical promises for the present life.  If your hope is focused on a new car, a new home, a raise in salary, etcetera; you are not busy with the Christian hope, but with a merely natural hope.  This does not mean that God may not bless us with many physical blessings as He sees fit, but our hope should be focused on our part in the manifestation of God’s kingdom (Mt. 6:33).
Memorise:  Romans 4:16-18  Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all  17  (as it is written, "I HAVE MADE YOU A FATHER OF MANY NATIONS") in the presence of Him whom he believed—God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did;  18  who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he became the father of many nations, according to what was spoken, "SO SHALL YOUR DESCENDANTS BE."

1 Corinthians 16:7  For I do not wish to see you now on the way; but I hope to stay a while with you, if the Lord permits. 

1 Timothy 3:14  These things I write to you, though I hope to come to you shortly…
II.  DEATH

STATEMENT:  As Christians we should have a clear view of what the Bible teaches about death, since death is an inevitable part of existence on this planet.  Unbelievers do not want to think about death, but we may face the reality of death without fear.
Memorise:  Hebrews 9:27  And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment,
Physical Death
Genesis 3:19  In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, For out of it you were taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall return."
Hebrews 9:27  And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment,

Job 14:5  Since his days are determined, The number of his months is with You; You have appointed his limits, so that he cannot pass.

1 Corinthians 15:17-18  And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins!  18  Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.

Spiritual Death
Ephesians 4:18  having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart;

Ephesians 2:1  And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins,

Colossians 2:13  And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,

John 3:36  He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."

Eternal Death
Revelation 21:8  But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death."

Matthew 10:28  And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
Romans 1:32  who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them.

III.  THE FEAR OF DEATH CONQUERED
STATEMENT:  With all his advances in science and technology man stands absolutely helpless in the face of his greatest enemy, death.  No amount of money, no superior skill, no profound philosophy can stave off or alleviate the reality of death.  The paralysing fear of death can be conquered by no other force than the love of God revealed in Christ Jesus.  The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the only basis in all of human history for the hope that can face death triumphantly and come out on the other side victorious and rejoicing.
Memorise:  1 Corinthians 15:55  "O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING? O HADES, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY?" 

Psalms 23:4  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

Hebrews 2:14-15  Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,  15  and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.

1Th 4:13  But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 

Luke 12:4-5  "And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do.  5  But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast into hell; yes, I say to you, fear Him!
Matthew 10:28  And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
Proverbs 1:7  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction.

Once you have responded to this holy fear of the Lord and bowed your knee in repentance and trust, you do not need to fear death any longer.
1 Corinthians 15:53-58  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.  54  So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY."  55  "O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING? O HADES, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY?"  56  The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law.  57  But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  58  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

An Illustration that helps us to understand the death of a Christian:  A man was walking with his boy down the street and the boy asked his dad about death.  Just then a truck drove past them and its shadow fell across them.  The man told his boy that to a Christian death is just like the shadow of a truck passing over us.  Psalm 23 speaks of ‘the valley of the shadow of death’.  We do not, as Christians, experience the sting of death (1 Cor.  15:55), which is devastation and eternal separation from God.  Anonymous
IV.  THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD
STATEMENT:  The New Testament teaching on the resurrection from the dead is based on Christ’s resurrection from the dead.  Because He lives, we will also live (Jn. 14:19).
Memorise:  1 Corinthians 15:12  Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?
Luke 20:35  But those who are counted worthy to attain that age, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage;

Acts 4:2  being greatly disturbed that they taught the people and preached in Jesus the resurrection from the dead.

Romans 1:4  and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.

Philippians 3:11  if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.

1 Peter 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

1 Corinthians 15:42  So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. 

V.  WHAT HAPPENS TO THOSE WHO DIE IN THE LORD?
STATEMENT:  
Memorise:  2 Corinthians 5:6-8  So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord.  7  For we walk by faith, not by sight.  8  We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.
David Hocking’s Outline:

They are carried by angels into the presence of God
Luke 16:22  So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was buried.
They are clothed
2 Corinthians 5:2-4  For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven,  3  if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked.  4  For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life.

They are contented to wait for the resurrection
Revelation 14:13  Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, "Write: 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.' " "Yes," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them."

They are coming to the meeting in the air

1 Thessalonians 4:15-16  15  For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep.  16  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.
VI.  THE RAPTURE
STATEMENT:  Whether we believe in the rapture of he church or believe that there is just one event with regard to return of Christ, namely the Second Coming, we need to seriously consider the Scriptures following:
Memorise:  1 Corinthians 15:51-53  Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed— 52  in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  53  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.
Rapture:
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18   But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope.  14  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.  15  For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep.  16  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.  17  Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.  18  Therefore comfort one another with these words.

1 Thessalonians 5:1-9  But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to you.  2  For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night.  3  For when they say, "Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape.  4  But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief.  5  You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness.  6  Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober.  7  For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night.  8  But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation.  9  For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,

The Second Coming and Final Judgement:
2 Timothy 4:1  I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom:

Hebrews 9:27-28  And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment,  28  so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.

Jude 1:14-15  Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, "Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints,  15  to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him."

Acts 17:31  because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead."

VII.  THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST
STATEMENT:  At the Judgment Seat of Christ believers will be judged for the life they lived after regeneration.  All true believers have already been justified, but will be judged on whether they lived a life in and through Christ or in their own strength.  This judgment will determine rewards or the loss of rewards.
Memorise:  Romans 14:10  But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.

2 Corinthians 5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

VIII.  ETERNAL JUDGMENT

STATEMENT:  No one who ever lived will escape the judgment of God.  All will appear before God to give an account of their lives.  Believers have been delivered from the condemnation of the ‘second death’ because of their trust in the atoning blood of Jesus, but will still be judged at the Judgment Seat of Christ with regard to their lives after conversion.
Memorise:  Acts 17:31  because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead."

Matthew 25:32  All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.
1 Peter 4:5  They will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.

Acts 24:25  Now as he reasoned about righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and answered, "Go away for now; when I have a convenient time I will call for you."

Heb 9:27  And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, 

Revelation 20:11-15  Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them.  12  And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books.  13  The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works.  14  Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.  15  And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.
IX.  ETERNAL REWARDS
STATEMENT:  We need to be careful that we do not begin to labour for God because we want things from Him, but rather because we love Him.  On the other hand, we need ot pay careful attention to the New Testament teaching on eternal rewards, for God delights in rewarding us and wants us to be excited about His bounty.
Memorise:  1 Corinthians 3:8  Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own reward according to his own labor.

Are based on works built on the foundation laid by Christ

1 Corinthians 3:11-14  For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  12  Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,  13  each one's work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what sort it is.  14  If anyone's work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward.

Are evaluated before the Judgment Seat of Christ

2 Corinthians 5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

Matthew 5:12  Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
Matthew 10:42  And whoever gives one of these little ones only a cup of cold water in the name of a disciple, assuredly, I say to you, he shall by no means lose his reward."
Matthew 16:27  For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.
Colossians 3:24  knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.

Hebrews 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

Hebrews 11:26  esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward.
2 John 1:8  Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we worked for, but that we may receive a full reward.

X.  SEALED FOR THE DAY OF REDEMPTION

STATEMENT:  It is a blessed reality that the presence of the Holy Spirit within us guarantees our salvation and reminds us of the fact that we will spend eternity with God.
Memorise:  Ephesians 4:30  And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

2 Corinthians 1:22  who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.

Ephesians 1:13  In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise,

Philippians 1:20  according to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.
XI.  THE ETERNAL FUTURE
STATEMENT:  It is important for believers to consider what the Bible teaches about the eternal future from time to time, so that we may be reminded of the temporary nature of the present life and the joys of the life that awaits us.
Memorise:  1 Thessalonians 4:17  Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 
2 Peter 3:13  Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 

Revelation 21:1  Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea.

Revelation 21:2  Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

Revelation 22:1-5  And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb.  2  In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.  3  And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him.  4  They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads.  5  There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever.

THIS  TOPIC AND THE ‘IN CHRIST’ POSITION

Christ is our very hope (1 Tim. 1:1) and it is because of Him that we may ‘rejoice in hope of the glory of God’.  His dwelling in us as believers is the main source of our hope (Col. 1:27).
1 Timothy 1:1  Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the commandment of God our Savior and the Lord Jesus Christ, our hope…

Colossians 1:27  To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Titus 2:13  looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,

1 Peter 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead…
Romans 5:2  through whom [Christ] also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

SUMMARY

‘The Christian hope is based on the resurrection of Christ from the dead, the reality of His indwelling and the promise of His physical return to the earth.  Believers should not only live in the past knowledge of God’s love expressed in Christ and in a present realization of a living faith, but also in the future hope of a glorified body, eternal rewards, new heavens and a new earth, and an eternity in the presence of God.’
APPLICATION

1.  THE MIND

· Can you name a few contrasts between biblical hope and false views of hope?

· Why would you say it is important to know the biblical teaching about hope?
· Name a few ‘ingredients’ of biblical hope?  In others words, what exactly does it entail?

· Can you remember one or two of the quotes given at the start of this teaching?

· How many of the headings of the main teaching can you remember.

· What stood out for you in this teaching?

· See if you can name at least ten scripture verses that deal with hope.

· Did you memorise the memorisation texts?  If you did, the previous question would have been easy to answer.

2.  THE HEART

· Did God speak to your heart through this teaching?

· Were you really listening with a teachable heart and a prayerful attitude?

· What was really a ‘revelation’ to you in this teaching?  Write it down.  Now ask yourself what God is saying to you in the light of this ‘revelation’.

· Are you experiencing a living hope according to this teaching?

· How strong is your hope according to this teaching?
· Do you have the full assurance of biblical hope?
· Are you abounding in hope?  Why, or why not?

3.  THE WILL

· Ask the Father to give you a greater revelation of His heart concerning the matter of hope.

· Are you persevering in hope?
· Does the teaching about the Judgment Seat of Christ and eternal rewards have any effect on your present living?  If not, you need to repent and consider again what God wants to teach us in this regard so that it may have an influence on your present life (1 Jn. 3:2-3).
· Are you living a life free from the fear of death?  If not, why not?  Ask god to reveal the reason to you as you study again the teaching on freedom from the fear of death.
HOME WORK

· Read the whole teaching again prayerfully and with close attention (Col. 3:16).

· Memorise the texts after you have prayed for spiritual insight (Ps. 119:11).

· Search your heart and life in terms of the Bible’s teaching about faith (Ps. 139:23-24).

· Adapt your life where necessary.  We need to adapt our lives to the New Testament pattern and not the other way round.  A practical plan for implementation is crucial (Jam.1:22).

· Give feedback about your progress to your prayer and discipleship partner and ask for intercession if necessary (Efes. 6:18b).

FOR FURTHER STUDY
SCRIPTURE PORTIONS
· The Book of Daniel

· Matthew 24-25
· Romans 8:16-39

· 1 Corinthians 15
· 1 Thessalonians 4-5
· 2 Thessalonians 2

· The Book of Revelation
RESOURCES
Whatever happened to heaven?  Dave Hunt
Your Eternal Reward.  Erwin Lutzer
ADDENDUMS

The Hope of His Calling
By Arthur W. Pink
"The eyes of your understanding being enlightened, that ye may know what is the hope of

His calling." Ephesians 1:18
What is meant by "the hope of His calling"? This is really a double question: What is meant by the word hope in this passage, and what is meant by His calling?

In Scripture hope always respects something future, and signifies far more than a mere wish that it may be realized. It sets forth a confident expectation that it will be realized (Ps. 16:9). In many passages hope has reference to its object, that is, to the thing expected (Rom 8:25), the One looked to: "O Lord, the hope of Israel" (Jer. 17:13). In other passages refers to the grace of hope, that is, the faculty by which we expect. Hope is used in this sense in 1 Corinthians 13:13: "Now abideth faith, hope, charity." Sometimes hope expresses the assurance we have of our personal interest in the thing hoped for: "tribulation worketh patience; and patience, experience; and experience, hope; and hope maketh not ashamed" (Rom. 5:3, 5). That is, hope deepens our assurance of our personal confidence in God. In still other cases hope has reference to the ground of our expectation. The clause "there is hope in Israel concerning this thing" (Ezra 10:2) means there were good grounds to hope for it. "Who against hope believed in hope" (Rom. 4:18): though contrary to nature, Abraham was persuaded he had sufficient ground to expect God to make good His promise. The unregenerate are without hope (Eph. 2:12). They have hope, but it is based on no solid foundation.

Now in the last mentioned sense we regard the word hope as being used in our present passage: that you may know the ground on which rests your expectation of His calling, that you may be assured of your personal interest therein, that you may stand in no doubt regarding the same, that you may be so enlightened from above as to be able to clearly perceive that you have both part and lot in it. In other words, that your evidence of this ground of faith may be clear and unmistakable. First, Paul prayed for an increased knowledge of God, that is, such spiritual sights and apprehensions of Him as led to more real and intimate fellowship with Him, which is the basic longing of every renewed soul. And what did he desire next to that? Was it not that which contributed most to his peace and comfort, namely, to be assured of his own filial relation to God? What does it avail my soul to perceive the excellency of the divine character unless I have scriptural warrant to view Him as God? That is what I need to have continually kept fresh in my heart.

THE HELMET OF HOPE

1 THESSALONIANS 5:8  ‘But let us, who are of the day, be calm, having put on the breastplate of faith and love and the hope of salvation for a helmet.’

ROMANS 8:23  ‘And not only so, but ourselves also, who have the firstfruit of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, awaiting adoption, the redemption of our body.’

In a certain sense the whole of the Christian walk from the human side can be summed up in terms of faith, hope and love (1 Cor. 13:13).   We live by faith, we are inspired by love and we are sustained by hope.  In the New Testament the words faith and love are often used together to characterize the believer’s present walk with the Lord.  In fact, Paul goes as far as saying in Galatians 5 verse 6 that what really counts in the life of the believer is ‘faith working through love’.  When we look at our text in 1 Thessalonians however we see that there is an extra element added to these power twins (faith and love), namely hope. 

 It is very important for us to realize that the Word of God wants to bring us to a well-rounded Christian walk.  There are too many lopsided believers who pick and choose out of the Scriptures what they like instead of receiving the whole counsel of the Word of God.  If we emphasize faith and love without also giving attention to the hope that the Word speaks of we may get to a place where we begin to live as if this present life is all that matters.  In such a state the enemy can effectively attack us with either discouragement or unrealistic expectations concerning this life, because we are not covered with the hope of salvation as a helmet.  The salvation that is spoken of here is not our salvation in terms of rebirth, but specifically the redemption of our body.  In other words we need to eagerly embrace the fact that we will one day receive glorified bodies and be with the Lord forever.  The Bible even says that we need to encourage each other with these words (1 Thes. 4:16-18).  Paul himself said that we ‘groan within ourselves, awaiting the redemption of our body’.  The longing to be with Christ is a sign of Christian maturity.  The more we behold Him, the more we will long to be released from the bonds of the body so that we may love and serve Him without restriction.  And then we will echo the final prayer in the Bible, ‘even so, come, Lord Jesus’ (Rev. 22:20).

Quote of the Day:  “When we walk in accordance with the Spirit of Christ that works in us, He will lead us to a life that is not only animated by faith and love, but also sustained with a biblical hope.”

A.T.

BEYOND DOUBT TO HOPE

By John MacArthur

        The twelve apostles included "Thomas" (Matt. 10:3).

      When Jesus was crucified, Thomas was shattered. He loved Jesus deeply and 

      wanted always to be with Him. He was willing even to die with Him, but now 

      his greatest fear had been realized: Jesus was gone.

      Thomas was not with the other disciples when Jesus appeared to them after 

      His resurrection. John 20:25 says, "The other disciples therefore were 

      saying to [Thomas], 'We have seen the Lord!' But he said to them, 'Unless 

      I shall see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into 

      the place of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not 

      believe." Thomas was emotionally spent and unwilling to subject himself to 

      any further pain. So he retreated behind a wall of empiricism, saying in 

      effect, "I'm not going to believe this on your word alone. I need proof! I 

      must see Jesus myself."

      Because of that, people have labeled him "Doubting Thomas," but remember, 

      none of the disciples believed the resurrection until Jesus appeared to 

      them. Thomas wasn't a compulsive doubter--he was a loving pessimist.

      As it turned out, Thomas didn't need as much proof as he thought. When 

      Jesus finally appeared to him and invited him to touch His hands and side, 

      Thomas didn't do either. Instead he immediately cried out, "My Lord and my 

      God!" (v. 28)--which is the greatest single confession of faith ever made.

      Thomas struggled with doubt because he didn't understand what Jesus said 

      about His own death and resurrection, and he wasn't with the other 

      disciples when Jesus first appeared to them. He failed to understand God's 

      Word and forsook the company of believers--two common mistakes that can 

      lead to doubt.

      Jesus doesn't condemn you when you have doubts. Instead, He gives you His 

      Spirit, His Word, and the fellowship of His people to encourage and 

      strengthen you. So commune with the Spirit in prayer, know the Word well, 

      and never forsake the fellowship of believers. That's how to change your 

      doubts into hope!

      Suggestions for Prayer: 

      Thank God for the presence of His Spirit, the power of His word, and the 

      fellowship of His people.

      For Further Study: 

      Read Luke 24:13-35.

      Why didn't the two disciples recognize Jesus? 

      How did Jesus change their doubts to hope?

DON’T LOSE HOPE

By Martyn Lloyd-Jones

While there are people who hand in their resignations and say, 'I am quitting', that is not so with the majority.  The danger of the majority at this point is just to resign themselves to it and to lose heart and to lose hope.  They will go on, but they go on in this hopeless, dragging condition.... The danger at this point is to say something like this: 'Well, I have lost that something which I had, and obviously I shall not get it back again.  But I am going on, and out of loyalty I will go on, as a sheer duty.  I have lost the enjoyment I once had, that is gone and it is undoubtedly gone for ever. I just have to put up with it, I will resign myself to my fate, I won't be a quitter, I won't turn my back on it, I will go on, though I go on feeling rather hopeless about it all, just shuffling down the road, not walking with hope as I once did, but keeping on as best I can'.  That is the spirit of resignation, Stoicism if you like, putting up with it.
     Now that is the greatest danger of all . . . it is something which is dangerous not only on the spiritual level, about which we are most concerned, but also on every level in life.  We can work like that in our profession, we can live our lives like that ... We are really saying to ourselves: 'The golden hours have gone, the great days belong to the past.  I may never know that again but I will just keep on'.  There is something, of course, which seems wonderful about this, something that seems heroic about it.  But ... it is a temptation of the devil.  If he can get God's people to lose hope, he will be content indeed.  And ... this is perhaps the greatest danger of all confronting the Christian Church, the danger of doing a thing in a formal spirit and as a matter of duty.  Going on, it is true, but wearily trudging along instead of walking as we ought to walk.
HOPE ETERNAL

By Martyn Lloyd-Jones

In this moving eulogy to the virtues of biblical hope Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones stirs and inspires us with the substance of the true Christian life.  It is taken from his book ‘The Final Perseverance of the Saints’ (An exposition of Romans 8:17-39).

What then is hope?  The best answer is to look at it in its various relationships, and especially in its relationship to faith.  For example, in 1 Corinthians 13:23 we read:  “And now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love’.  Or again, take Hebrews 11:1:  “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.   Here we see the relationship of hope to faith.  That means that faith provides the grounds or reasons of our belief in those things that are coming to us; it is the substantiating of them.  They would mean nothing at all to us if we had not faith.  Faith gives us an assurance that God has done certain things for us once and forever in Christ Jesus, and that He will do yet more.  In that sense we are saved ‘by faith’.  Faith represents the reality of our salvation.

But hope goes further still.  Many go wrong at this point, and tend to think of hope as something we fall back on when our faith becomes weak.  “Ah,” says a man,  “normally I live a life of faith, but sometimes my faith is so shaken that I cannot say that I am certain any longer, or that I believe; all I can do now is just to hope.”  In other words he thinks of hope as “hopefulness”,  and hopefulness is weaker than faith.  “Hope”, says the poet, “springs eternal in the human breast.”  Perhaps it does, and I am ready to agree that that is a good psychological statement.  But it has nothing whatsoever to do with the term “hope” as it is used throughout the Bible.  Hope is strong, not something vague and indefinite.  Faith comes first, hope goes beyond it; faith leads to hope.  What is it then?  It is, as a familiar hymn says,  “The earnest looking forward”.  Faith gives us a certainty about these things; hope makes us stand on tiptoe to have a look at them.  It is stronger that faith, it takes us a step further.

To put it in yet another way, faith looks back to the finished work of Christ, and gives us certainty concerning the things He has purchased for us.  That is why it is the substantiating of which Hebrews 11:1 speaks.  Hope looks forward with eager expectation to the things which Christ has thus purchased for me.  That is how hope takes us a stage higher.  It is something which is so certain of the blessings that are believed and accepted by faith that it really lives for and is always looking forward to them.  Hope is the measure of true Christianity, which is through and through other-worldly.  Pseudo-Christianity always looks chiefly at this world.  Popular Christianity is entirely this-worldly and is not interested in the other world.  But true Christianity has its eye mainly on the world which is to come.  It is not primarily concerned even with deliverance from hell, and punishment, and all the things that trouble us and weary us.  That really belongs to the past.  True Christianity ‘sets its affection on things which are above, not on things which are on the earth’.  It is that which says, ‘We look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal’ (2 Corinthians 4:17 and 18).
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