11.  THE LIFE OF FAITH

INTRODUCTION

Hebrews 11:1-2  Now faith is [the] assurance [or, substance] of [things] being hoped for [or, being confidently expected], [the] confident assurance [or, proof] of things not seen.  (2)  For by this the elders received approval.

Hebrews 11:1  Faith is that attitude of mind which is the foundation-rock on which hope stands, that which satisfies us of the reality of things as yet beyond our ken.  Arthur Way

Hebrews 11:6  But without faith [it is] impossible to please [Him], for it is necessary [for] the one approaching God to believe that He is and [that] He becomes a rewarder to the ones diligently seeking Him.

Romans 1:17   For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH."

Galatians 3:11  But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for "THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH."

Hebrews 10:38  Now the just shall live by faith; but if anyone draws back, my soul has no pleasure in him."

Genesis 15:6  And he [Abraham] believed in God; and he reckoned it to him for righteousness.

Romans 4:3  For what does the Scripture say? "But Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." [Gen 15:6]

Galatians 3:6  Just as "Abraham believed [or, trusted] God and it was accounted to him for righteousness." [Gen 15:6]

James 2:23  And [so] was fulfilled the Scripture, the one saying, "But Abraham believed [or, trusted] God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." And he was called a friend of God. [Gen 15:6; Isaiah 41:8]

Statistics

The word translated 'believe' is found 247 times in the New Testament, and the kindred term 'faith' occurs 244 times.

'Faith is the hand receiving and appropriating the divine Gift, and grasping all His treasures (Jn. 1:12; Rom. 1:17).'  Herbert Lockyer

'[Faith] is not a blind unintelligent act of the mind, nor is it credulity.  It rests upon a knowledge of God as revealed in His Word.  Ours is not a blind trust, in an unknown stranger.  "…they that know Your Name will put their trust in You" (Ps. 9:10).  Faith through knowledge leads to commitment.  Faith reaches its end in surrender (2 Tim. 1:12).  A person may know that a bank is sound, and trust its security, but only when a transfer of funds has taken place has actual business been done.'  Herbert Lockyer

'Faith is the ear, which refuses to be troubled longer by harassing questions and suspicious doubts, but listens in simplicity to what Jesus says.  And what melody there is in His voice!  Yet the ear does not evoke the chords and strains; it only drinks them in.'  Dr. Alexander Smellie

'At its core, faith is depending on God to accomplish His will and to keep His promises. Even Paul said that though he had faith to move mountains - if it lacked love - it was nothing.  Faith requires love.  If faith is not rooted in a personal love relationship with God - it is not faith.  Biblical faith is not present if it does not have God as its object. Faith is trusting God.   It is not trusting your faith.   Simple logic tells us this.  If you are holding onto a rope - you are trusting in that rope. You are not trusting in your trust, you are not holding on to 'holding on'. No, you are trusting and holding onto the rope. But some today tell us that our faith must be in our faith - no, our faith is in God.'  David de Bruyn
Faith is God-conscious, God-focused, and God-believing.   Your love, prayer, and faith must always have an object.  You do not have faith in faith; you say with Paul, ‘I have faith in God’ (Acts 27:25).  Wesley Duewel

Do not make of faith a saviour.  That is one of Satan’s traps.  The less you look at faith and the more you behold the Divine Object of your faith, the better.  Faith is only the instrument, Christ is the Author.  Arthur Finlayson
‘Faith must be based upon certainty. There must be definite knowledge of God's purpose and will.  Without that there can be no true faith.  For faith is not a force that we exercise or a striving to believe that something shall be, thinking that if we believe hard enough it will come to pass.  That may be positive thinking but certainly not biblical faith.’  Alexander R. Hay

‘Faith, love and hope may never be absolutely separated from each other; for in the Bible, though they must be distinguished from each other, they are nevertheless intimately linked.  The strength of faith is the love of God revealed in Christ and the vision of faith is our hope with regard to that city whose builder and maker is God.’ 


’Faith turns its eyes from the temporal to the eternal.  It takes the long view.’

’When we hear and see that which God is absolutely convinced of, faith is the natural response.  Faith does not begin with effort from our side, but with simply seeing.  What we hear and see awakens faith; what we do and say is the result of faith.’
‘My faith rests, not in my faithfulness, but in Him who is faithful.’ (2 Timothy 2:13) 

Faith is placing all trust in Christ, not in  my goodness, strengths and abilities. 
THE PURPOSE OF THE TEACHING (Why is this important?):
We stand by faith

2 Corinthians 1:24  Not that we exercise lordship over your* faith, _but_ we are co-workers with your joy, for you* have stood firm by faith.

We walk by faith

2 Corinthians 5:7  for by faith we walk about [fig., conduct ourselves], not by sight-

We live by faith

Galatians 3:11  Now that no one is justified [or, declared righteous] before God by [the] Law is evident, because "The [one] righteous by faith will live [or, The righteous will live by faith]." [Hab 2:4]

Without faith it is impossible to please God

Hebrews 11:6  But without faith [it is] impossible to please [Him], for it is necessary [for] the one approaching God to believe that He is and [that] He becomes a rewarder to the ones diligently seeking Him.
'Not only are we saved by faith, but the Christian life preeminently is a life of faith from beginning to end.'  H.S. Miller

· Faith is one of the central emphases in the New Testament and thus it behooves Christians to have a thorough understanding of faith.
· A true understanding of faith is crucial to our walk with God for we get to know God by faith in Jesus Christ and we grow in this knowledge by the same faith (Col. 2:6).
· If we are to obtain our full inheritance in Christ a correct understanding of faith is indispensable.
· There are many modern heresies concerning faith that confuse believers.  A sound knowledge of faith as the Bible defines it will safeguard us from these pitfalls.
· If we understand biblical faith we can effectively test whether we are in fact true believers.  An unscriptural view of faith can keep us from receiving salvation from God’s hand.  A deficient knowledge of faith can severely hinder us in our walk with God, if we are already believers.
MYTHS (FALSE IDEAS ABOUT THIS TOPIC)

MYTH 1:    Faith is all about the power of positive expectation.

THE TRUTH:  Expectation of the fulfillment of the promises of God is certainly a part of the faith that places its trust in God and His Word, but the power is not in our positive expectation, but in the God who is trustworthy.
MYTH 2:    Faith has nothing to do with trust, but only with expectation.

THE TRUTH:  Trust is undoubtedly the essential ingredient in biblical faith, as unveiled in the Old and New Testament.  Our trust in God has to culminate in expectation of what He promises, however.  We have to be careful, though, that we are standing on biblical promises and not on human presumption.
MYTH 3:    Faith has nothing to do with expectation, but only with trust in God.

THE TRUTH:  Trust in God does not just mean the acceptance of all things that happen to us in life in an attitude of blithe resignation.  Biblical trust will challenge us in many instances to expect God to act on our behalf for the sake of His name and His kingdom.  There are, however, situations where we have to accept the state of things as as they are in the present, after prayerful waiting on God.  God’s timing may, thus, be different than ours and we have to accept that joyfully.
MYTH 4:    Faith is a leap in the dark and into the unknown.

THE TRUTH:  This is a popular view of faith, even among many Christian believers, but it is not scriptural.  God’s Word does not leave us in the dark, but reveals to us God’s mind and shows us His dealings in the past and His promises for the present and future.  It is true, however, that we sometimes do not understand matters completely, but we have to go ahead and trust God, anyway.  The fact remains, though, that God has revealed Himself as absolutely trustworthy and therefore our fait in Him is never a complete leap in the dark.
MYTH 5:    Faith is a force that we tap into by thinking and speaking positively.  This force appropriated allows us to change circumstances and situations to the benefit of ourselves and others.

THE TRUTH:  This idea is far removed from biblical faith.  Biblical faith has at its very core a complete dependence on the Sovereign and Almighty God whom we serve.  The idea that faith is some kind of a force that we tap into leaves us acting on our own whims and instincts and can ultimately only leave us disappointed and spiritually barren or proud and self-sufficient.
MYTH 6:    Besides saving faith, faith in the life of the believer has everything to do with creating positive circumstances such as health, wealth and prosperity.

THE TRUTH:  This is a very serious error and a profound misunderstanding of faith.  The main emphasis of faith, both to be saved and in the life of a Christian, is is a right standing with God.  By faith we receive the righteousness of Christ as a gift and by faith we walk in that righteousness (Rom. 5:17). In this walk we maintain a close relationship with God in Christ and all the areas of our life, including material needs, are worked out in communion with God.  The purpose of this faith relationship with God is, however, mainly the dissemination of the love of God in evangelism of unbelievers and edification of the saints.
MYTH 7:   Faith is something that all people naturally exercise every day. 

THE TRUTH:  Biblical faith needs to be clearly distinguished from so called ‘natural faith’.  Biblical faith has to do with the persuasive work of the Holy Spirit in the mind and heart on the basis of the inspired Word of God.

MYTH 8:    Faith is unreasonable.

THE TRUTH:  Faith is not unreasonable, but it does transcend reason.  Our Christian faith is based on the facts of the gospel (1 Cor. 15:1-7), but the belief in the spiritual significance of the incarnation, cross and resurrection of Christ transcends reason (1 Cor. 2:14)
MYTH 9:    Faith and knowledge of the truth are synonymous.
THE TRUTH:  Even though the basis of faith is a knowledge of the truth, faith is more than mental assent.  Faith involves a firm persuasion of divine facts, but it always leads to action.  To believe, for example, that Jesus died for your sins is not enough, you have to accept your forgiveness and in so doing place your trust in Christ. 
MYTH 10:   Faith stands against works and therefore our faith entitles us to blessing.  Faith is thus a kind of human merit.  

THE TRUTH: Faith is not a human merit, but rather a response to the inward persuasive work of the Holy Spirit.  Faith and humility go hand in hand and therefore faith can never be equal to human merit.  Faith and receiving are synonymous.  Faith is simply the hand that is extended in absolute dependence and humble expectation.
MYTH 11:  To have faith is to never have any doubts at all.
THE TRUTH:  That is Christian Science, not Christianity.  A Christian may at times be assailed by doubts, but he eventually turns his back on his doubts and looks at Jesus, the author and the finisher of his faith.
 DEFINITION

· Faith is not 'faith in faith'.  Biblical faith is directed towards a Person, even God Himself.
· Faith is not positive thinking or positive confession.
· Faith is not a force that can be tapped into and utilized to benefit us.
· Faith and hope go hand in hand.  Hope in the Bible is not a wish, but a future fact.  Faith is the assurance of a future fact.  In a certain sense love has to dot with the past, because the love of God in Christ has already been revealed and we may stand on it (Rom. 8), faith has to do with the present and hope has to do with the future.
· Biblical Faith basically consists of three crucial elements, namely belief (Heb. 11:1), persuasion (Heb. 11:13) and action (Heb. 11:13b).  Belief has to do with the mind, persuasion with the heart (emotions) and action with the will, i.e. an active trusting in God shown by actions. In addition faith also involves an expectation.
· Faith is trust and expectation.
· Beware of paralysis by analysis in your attempts to understand and define faith.  When we hear God's Word and look upon Jesus faith is produced within us by the Holy Spirit and we just need to follow this working of the Spirit by receiving with thankfulness.
· Faith and faithfulness are very closely linked in the Bible.  Faith is trusting in God's faithfulness.
· Faith profoundly influences your confession and your conduct.
Acrostic:

Forsaking

All

I

Trust or Take

Him

'Knowledge is an essential element in all faith, and is sometimes spoken of as an equivalent to faith (John 10:38; 1 John 2:3). Yet the two are distinguished in this respect, that faith includes in it assent, which is an act of the will in addition to the act of the understanding.  Assent to the truth is of the essence of faith, and the ultimate ground on which our assent to any revealed truth rests is the veracity of God.'   Easton

GENERAL TEXTS

FAITH
Matthew 9:2  Then behold, they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, "Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you."

Matthew 9:22  But Jesus turned around, and when He saw her He said, "Be of good cheer, daughter; your faith has made you well." And the woman was made well from that hour.

Matthew 9:29  Then He touched their eyes, saying, "According to your faith let it be to you."

Matthew 14:31  And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to him, "O you of little faith, why did you doubt?"

Matthew 15:28  Then Jesus answered and said to her, "O woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire." And her daughter was healed from that very hour.

Matthew 17:20  So Jesus said to them, "Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.

Mark 11:22  So Jesus answered and said to them, "Have faith in God.

Luke 7:50  Then He said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you. Go in peace."

Luke 8:25  But He said to them, "Where is your faith?" And they were afraid, and marveled, saying to one another, "Who can this be? For He commands even the winds and water, and they obey Him!"

Luke 12:28  If then God so clothes the grass, which today is in the field and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will He clothe you, O you of little faith?

Luke 17:5  And the apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith."

Luke 18:8  I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?"

Luke 18:42  Then Jesus said to him, "Receive your sight; your faith has made you well."

Luke 22:32  But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren."

Acts 3:16  And His name, through faith in His name, has made this man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all.

Acts 6:5  And the saying pleased the whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch,

Acts 6:8  And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and signs among the people.

Acts 14:9  This man heard Paul speaking. Paul, observing him intently and seeing that he had faith to be healed,

Acts 14:27  Now when they had come and gathered the church together, they reported all that God had done with them, and that He had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.

Acts 15:9  and made no distinction between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.

Acts 20:21  testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

Acts 24:24  And after some days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, he sent for Paul and heard him concerning the faith in Christ.

Acts 26:18  to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.'

Romans 1:5  Through Him we have received grace and apostleship for obedience to the faith among all nations for His name,

Romans 1:8  First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world.

Romans 1:12  that is, that I may be encouraged together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me.

Romans 3:22  even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference;

Romans 3:25  whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed,

Romans 3:26  to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 27  Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28  Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law.

Romans 3:31  Do we then make void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish the law.

Romans 4:5  But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness

Romans 4:12  and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also walk in the steps of the faith which our father Abraham had while still uncircumcised.

Romans 4:16  Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all

Romans 4:19  And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah's womb.

Romans 4:20  He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God,

Romans 5:2  through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

Romans 9:32  Why? Because they did not seek it by faith, but as it were, by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumbling stone.

Romans 10:17  So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

Romans 11:20  Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear.

Romans 12:6  Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith;

Romans 14:22  Do you have faith? Have it to yourself before God. Happy is he who does not condemn himself in what he approves.

Romans 14:23  But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because he does not eat from faith; for whatever is not from faith is sin.

1 Corinthians 2:5  that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

1 Corinthians 13:2  And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.

1 Corinthians 13:13  And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

1 Corinthians 15:17  And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins!

1 Corinthians 16:13  Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong.

2 Corinthians 4:13  And since we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, "I BELIEVED AND THEREFORE I SPOKE," we also believe and therefore speak,

2 Corinthians 5:7  For we walk by faith, not by sight.

2 Corinthians 8:7  But as you abound in everything, in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all diligence, and in your love for us see that you abound in this grace also.

2 Corinthians 10:15  not boasting of things beyond measure, that is, in other men's labors, but having hope, that as your faith is increased, we shall be greatly enlarged by you in our sphere,

Galatians 3:2  This only I want to learn from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?

Galatians 3:7  Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham.

Galatians 3:12  Yet the law is not of faith, but "THE MAN WHO DOES THEM SHALL LIVE BY THEM."

Galatians 3:14  that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

Galatians 3:25  But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.

Galatians 5:5  For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.  6  For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working through love.

Galatians 6:10  Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.

Ephesians 3:17  that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love,

Ephesians 4:5  one Lord, one faith, one baptism;

Ephesians 6:16  above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.

Philippians 1:25  And being confident of this, I know that I shall remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy of faith,

Colossians 1:23  if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.

Colossians 2:5  For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.

1 Thessalonians 1:3  remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father,

1 Thessalonians 3:5  For this reason, when I could no longer endure it, I sent to know your faith, lest by some means the tempter had tempted you, and our labor might be in vain.

1 Thessalonians 3:7  therefore, brethren, in all our affliction and distress we were comforted concerning you by your faith.

1 Thessalonians 3:10  night and day praying exceedingly that we may see your face and perfect what is lacking in your faith?

1 Thessalonians 5:8  But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation.

2 Thessalonians 1:3  We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds toward each other,

1 Timothy 1:4  nor give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which cause disputes rather than godly edification which is in faith.

1 Timothy 1:5  Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good conscience, and from sincere faith

1 Timothy 1:19  having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck,

1 Timothy 3:9  holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience.

1 Timothy 3:13  For those who have served well as deacons obtain for themselves a good standing and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.

1 Timothy 4:6  If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in the words of faith and of the good doctrine which you have carefully followed.

1 Timothy 6:11  But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness.

1 Timothy 6:12  Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.

2 Timothy 1:5  when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.

2 Timothy 4:7  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.

Titus 1:4  To Titus, a true son in our common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Savior.

Philemon 1:6  that the sharing of your faith may become effective by the acknowledgment of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus.

Hebrews 6:1  Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,

Hebrews 6:12  that you do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

Hebrews 10:22  let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.

Hebrews 11:1  Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

Hebrews 11:3  By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.

Hebrews 11:4  By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks.

Hebrews 11:5  By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, "AND WAS NOT FOUND, BECAUSE GOD HAD TAKEN HIM"; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God.

Hebrews 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

Hebrews 11:8  By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.

Hebrews 12:2  looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

James 1:3  knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.

James 1:6  But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.

James 2:5  Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?

James 2:17  Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.

James 2:18  But someone will say, "You have faith, and I have works." Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.

James 2:20  But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead?

James 2:26  For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.

James 5:15  And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.

1 Peter 1:9  receiving the end of your faith the salvation of your souls.

1 John 5:4  For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world our faith.

Jude 1:20  But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit,

BELIEVE(S)
Matthew 8:13  Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go your way; and as you have believed, so let it be done for you." And his servant was healed that same hour.

Mark 1:15  and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel."

Mark 5:36  As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, He said to the ruler of the synagogue, "Do not be afraid; only believe."

Mark 9:23  Jesus said to him, "If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes."

Mark 9:24  Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, "Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!"

Mark 11:24  Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.

Luke 1:20  But behold, you will be mute and not able to speak until the day these things take place, because you did not believe my words which will be fulfilled in their own time."

Luke 1:45  Blessed is she who believed, for there will be a fulfillment of those things which were told her from the Lord."

Luke 24:25  Then He said to them, "O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!

John 1:7  This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe.

John 1:12  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name:

John 2:11  This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him.

John 2:22  Therefore, when He had risen from the dead, His disciples remembered that He had said this to them; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had said.

John 2:23  Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His name when they saw the signs which He did.

John 3:16  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

John 3:18  "He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

John 3:36  He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."

John 5:24  "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.

John 6:29  Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent."

John 6:47  Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life.

John 9:38  Then he said, "Lord, I believe!" And he worshiped Him.

John 11:27  She said to Him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the world."

John 19:35  And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so that you may believe.

John 20:8  Then the other disciple, who came to the tomb first, went in also; and he saw and believed.

John 20:29  Jesus said to him, "Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."

John 20:31  but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.

Acts 8:37  Then Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he answered and said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God."

Acts 10:43  To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins."

Acts 15:7  And when there had been much dispute, Peter rose up and said to them: "Men and brethren, you know that a good while ago God chose among us, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe.

Acts 19:9  But when some were hardened and did not believe, but spoke evil of the Way before the multitude, he departed from them and withdrew the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus.

Romans 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.

UNBELIEF
Matthew 13:58  Now He did not do many mighty works there because of their unbelief.

Matthew 17:20  So Jesus said to them, "Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.

Mark 6:6  And He marveled because of their unbelief. Then He went about the villages in a circuit, teaching.

Mark 16:14  Later He appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table; and He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who had seen Him after He had risen.

Romans 3:3  For what if some did not believe? Will their unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect?

Romans 4:20  He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God,

Romans 11:20  Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear.

Romans 11:23  And they also, if they do not continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again.

1 Timothy 1:13  although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.

Hebrews 3:12  Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God;

Hebrews 3:19  So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.

UNBELIEV*

Luke 12:46  the master of that servant will come on a day when he is not looking for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the unbelievers.

John 20:27  Then He said to Thomas, "Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing."

Acts 14:2  But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brethren.

1 Corinthians 6:6  But brother goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers!

1 Corinthians 7:14  For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband; otherwise your children would be unclean, but now they are holy.

1 Corinthians 7:15  But if the unbeliever departs, let him depart; a brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases. But God has called us to peace.

1 Corinthians 14:22  Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but prophesying is not for unbelievers but for those who believe.

1 Corinthians 14:23  Therefore if the whole church comes together in one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those who are uninformed or unbelievers, will they not say that you are out of your mind?

1 Corinthians 14:24  But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person comes in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all.

2 Corinthians 6:14  Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness?

2 Corinthians 6:15  And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever?

1 Timothy 5:8  But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

Titus 1:15  To the pure all things are pure, but to those who are defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure; but even their mind and conscience are defiled.

Revelation 21:8  But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death."

THE FAITH

'The faith' = the gospel (Acts 6:7; Rom. 1:5; Gal. 1:23; 1Tim. 3:9; Jude 1:3).

Acts 6:7  Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.

Acts 13:8  But Elymas the sorcerer (for so his name is translated) withstood them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith.

Acts 14:22  strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and saying, "We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God."

Acts 16:5  So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and increased in number daily.

Romans 1:5  Through Him we have received grace and apostleship for obedience to the faith among all nations for His name,

Romans 14:1  Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful things.

Romans 16:26  but now made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures made known to all nations, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to the faith

1 Corinthians 16:13  Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong.

2 Corinthians 13:5  Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?unless indeed you are disqualified.

Galatians 1:23  But they were hearing only, "He who formerly persecuted us now preaches the faith which he once tried to destroy."

Ephesians 4:13  till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;

Colossians 1:23  if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.

Colossians 2:7  rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.

1 Timothy 1:2  To Timothy, a true son in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Timothy 1:19  having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck,

1 Timothy 3:9  holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience.

1 Timothy 4:1  Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,

1 Timothy 5:8  But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

1 Timothy 6:10  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

2 Timothy 3:8  Now as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, disapproved concerning the faith;

2 Timothy 4:7  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.

Titus 3:15  All who are with me greet you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.

Jude 1:3  Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.

THE TEACHING

I.  FAITH IN GOD

STATEMENT:  Faith is directed towards a Person, even God Himself.  

Memorise:  Hebrews 11:6  But without faith [it is] impossible to please [Him], for it is necessary [for] the one approaching God to believe that He is and [that] He becomes a rewarder to the ones diligently seeking Him.

2 Kings 17:14  Nevertheless they would not hear, but stiffened their necks, like the necks of their fathers, who did not believe in the LORD their God.

2 Chronicles 20:20  So they rose early in the morning and went out into the Wilderness of Tekoa; and as they went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, "Hear me, O Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem: Believe in the LORD your God, and you shall be established; believe His prophets, and you shall prosper."

Psalms 78:22  Because they did not believe in God, And did not trust in His salvation.

John 1:12  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name:

John 9:35  Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when He had found him, He said to him, "Do you believe in the Son of God?"
John 14:1  "Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.
1 Timothy 4:10  For to this end we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe.

1 Peter 1:21  who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

1 John 5:10  He who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son.

II.  FAITH IN GOD'S WORD

STATEMENT:  If we truly trust someone we will also trust their word.  We cannot finally separate faith in God and faith in His Word.

Memorise:   John 6:63  It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.
1 Thessalonians 2:13  For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe.

Romans 10:17  So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

III.  SAVING FAITH

STATEMENT:  Saving faith is more than just a mental assent and a ritualistic confession acknowledging that God exists and that Jesus lived, died and was resurrected 2000 years ago.  Saving faith acknowledges all this, but at the same time it reaches out to joyfully receive the offer of salvation and trust in Christ alone.  Thus it involves the mind, the heart and the will (Rom. 6:17)
Memorise:  Romans 10:10-11  For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.  11  For the Scripture says, "WHOEVER TRUSTS IN HIM WILL NOT BE PUT TO SHAME."
James 2:19  You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble!

Romans 3:28  Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law.
Romans 4:5  But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness,

John 1:12  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name:

John 3:18  "He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
John 3:36  He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."

‘The object of saving faith is the whole revealed Word of God. Faith accepts and believes it as the very truth most sure. But the special act of faith which unites to Christ has as its object the person and the work of the Lord Jesus Christ (John 7:38; Acts 16:31). This is the specific act of faith by which a sinner is justified before God (Rom. 3:22, Rom. 3:25; Gal. 2:16; Phil. 3:9; John 3:16-36; Acts 10:43; Acts 16:31).  In this act of faith the believer appropriates and rests on Christ alone as Mediator in all his offices.’
IV.  FAITH IS A RELATIONSHIP WORD

STATEMENT:   The ultimate purpose and context of faith is righteousness (relationship)!  Faith and love may never be abslutely separated.  Nothing believes like love.  If we think of faith merely in utilitarian terms we miss out on the glory of the intimate relationship God offers to us through the instrumentality of faith.
Memorise:  James 2:23  And the scripture was fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." and he was called the friend of God. 

Galatians 5:6  For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working through love. 

Ephesians 3:17  that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 

Hebrews 11:5  By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, "AND WAS NOT FOUND, BECAUSE GOD HAD TAKEN HIM"; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God.

V.  FAITH AND CONFESSION

STATEMENT:  True faith will always lead to a confession.  If we are truly persuaded of biblical facts and trusting in Christ as our Saviour our confession will automatically follow.  The context of confession in the New Testament is the gospel of our salvation and the Saviour in whom we believe.  It is certainly not a vain confession of health, wealth and prosperity!
Memorise:  2 Corinthians 4:13  And since we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, "I believed and therefore I spoke," we also believe and therefore speak,

Romans 10:10  For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

Matthew 10:32  "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. 

John 9:22  His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had agreed already that if anyone confessed that He was Christ, he would be put out of the synagogue.

Mere mental assent will not dare to confess the Name of Christ

John 12:42  Nevertheless even among the rulers many believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue;

Acts 19:18  And many who had believed came confessing and telling their deeds.

Acts 24:14  But this I confess to you, that according to the Way which they call a sect, so I worship the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the Law and in the Prophets.

2 Corinthians 9:13  while, through the proof of this ministry, they glorify God for the obedience of your confession to the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal sharing with them and all men,

1 Timothy 6:12  Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.

Hebrews 3:1  Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus,

Hebrews 4:14  Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.

Hebrews 10:23  Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.

Hebrews 11:13  These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.
Even our confession of sins is a confession of our faith in Christ, who died for the forgiveness of our sins.

1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

1 John 4:2  By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God,

1 John 4:3  and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world.

1 John 4:15  Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.

2 John 1:7  For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.

VI.  FAITH IN CHRIST IN YOU AND YOUR UNION WITH HIM

STATEMENT:  We will never fully enter the profound blessings of the New Covenant if we do not hear of our union with Christ and His dwelling in us and believe it with all our hearts!  The indwelling Christ will only  manifest His life in and through you to the measure that you believe in His indwelling and His power within you (Eph. 1:19-20) 
Memorise:  Ephesians 3:17  that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 

Galatians 2:20  I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.

1 Corinthians 1:30  But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God—and righteousness and sanctification and redemption—

1 Corinthians 6:17  But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him.
Colossians 1:27  To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Romans 8:10  And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.

2 Corinthians 13:5  Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified.

Eph 3:8  To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 

We abide in Christ by faith

John 15:4  Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.
John 15:7  If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.
VII.   FAITH AND THE PROMISES OF GOD

STATEMENT:  In our daily living we need to operate by faith in our union with Christ and His indwelling, but we also need to take a hold of the promises of God on the basis of our union with Christ.  We thus need to pay unusual attention to these things; the union and the promises. This alone will enable us to fully enter into our inheritance in Christ.
Memorise:  Hebrews 6:12  …that you do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

2 Corinthians 1:18-20  But as God is faithful, our word to you was not Yes and No.  19  For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us—by me, Silvanus, and Timothy—was not Yes and No, but in Him was Yes.  20  For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.

2 Peter 1:4  by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 

Consider a few of these promises
John 14:13  And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 

John 15:7  If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 

Matthew 28:20  teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.

John 6:40  And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day."

John 6:54  Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.

Galatians 3:29  And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

Romans 8:32  He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?

VIII.  FAITH AND CIRCUMSTANCES

STATEMENT:  Even though the main focus of biblical faith is relationship with the eternal God, this faith is tested and strengthened in the circumstances of daily life.  Through all the adversity we face in terms of finances, health, psychological pressure and physical frailty we have to keep our eyes on Christ Jesus and show that our life is hid with Christ in God (Col. 3:1).  At times God may cause us to gain material victory over these circumstances, but at other times the adversity will remain and we are admonished to retain peace and joy by faith, in the midst of these circumstances.  We should not be excessively moved by the material or the spiritual victory (peace and joy), but keep our eyes on Jesus and run the race of faith with endurance.
Memorise:  Habakkuk 3:17-19  Though the fig tree may not blossom, Nor fruit be on the vines; Though the labor of the olive may fail, And the fields yield no food; Though the flock may be cut off from the fold, And there be no herd in the stalls— 18  Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.  19  The LORD God is my strength; He will make my feet like deer's feet, And He will make me walk on my high hills. To the Chief Musician. With my stringed instruments.

Daniel 3:17-18  If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king.  18  But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold image which you have set up."

We often need to obtain wisdom from God by faith, so that we may know what God is aiming to achieve through a specific test of faith.  Does He want to change our circumstances or does He want to display His glory through us in the midst of unchanged circumstances?  This is one of the possible questions in a test of faith requiring wisdom for a satisfactory answer.
James 1:2-6  My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  3  knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.  4  But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.  5  If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  6  But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.
Acts 16:24-25  Having received such a charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.  25  But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.

2 Corinthians 1:8-10  For we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, of our trouble which came to us in Asia: that we were burdened beyond measure, above strength, so that we despaired even of life.  9  Yes, we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead,  10  who delivered us from so great a death, and does deliver us; in whom we trust that He will still deliver us,

In the New Testament physical healing is closely linked to the preaching of the gospel.  Signs and wonders, including physical healing, attested to the power and authenticity of the message of salvation in Christ in order to convict unbelievers; as it may still do today.  As those who already believe in Jesus, however, we should not summarily equate the absence of physical healing amongst ourselves with unbelief.  God often has a greater purpose with physical infirmity in the life of a believer (see 2 Cor. 12:9-10) and may heal him or her at a later time; or never at all.  The important thing is whether we grow spiritually in Christ, whether in sickness or health.
Notice:

Acts 5:15  so that they brought the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them. 

Acts 19:11-12  Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul,  12  so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out of them.

Act 14:3  Therefore they stayed there a long time, speaking boldly in the Lord, who was bearing witness to the word of His grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their hands. 

And in contrast:

2 Timothy 4:20  Erastus stayed in Corinth, but Trophimus I have left in Miletus sick. 

1 Timothy 5:23  No longer drink only water, but use a little wine for your stomach's sake and your frequent infirmities. 
Notice here in Philippians that Paul was not moved by abundance or by lack, but his faith was manifested in his confession that he could endure all things through the strength of Christ.

Philippians 4:12-13  I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.  13  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

Philippians 4:19  And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

2 Corinthians 9:10  Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness,
This passage in 2 Corinthians is a profound testimony of a life lived by true biblical faith.

2 Corinthians 6:4-10  But in all things we commend ourselves as ministers of God: in much patience, in tribulations, in needs, in distresses,  5  in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in fastings;  6  by purity, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by sincere love,  7  by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armor of righteousness on the right hand and on the left,  8  by honor and dishonor, by evil report and good report; as deceivers, and yet true;  9  as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold we live; as chastened, and yet not killed;  10  as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.

1 John 5:4-5  For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.  5  Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

IX.  FAITH AND PRAYER

STATEMENT:  Faith is formed and grows in the womb of intimacy.  As we have sweet communion with God and allow His Word to transform our thinking, our faith will grow strong and it will lead to a transformed prayer life.
Memorise:  John 15:7  If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.
Hebrews 6:12  that you do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

James 1:6-7  But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.  7  For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord;

James 5:15  And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.

Mark 11:23-24  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be removed and be cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.  24  Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.
Mark 9:22-24  And often he has thrown him both into the fire and into the water to destroy him. But if You can do anything, have compassion on us and help us."  23  Jesus said to him, "If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes."  24  Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, "Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!"

Acts 9:40  But Peter put them all out, and knelt down and prayed. And turning to the body he said, "Tabitha, arise." And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up.

‘It is in prayer that we begin to understand our lack of faith, that we are led to tell the Father that we believe, and that we prove the sincerity of our faith by the trust in which we persevere.’  Andrew Murray
X.  MEASURES OF FAITH

STATEMENT:  The Bible gives us specific measures by which we may test the authenticity and strength of our faith.
No Faith

Mark 4:40  But He said to them, "Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?"

Little Faith

 Matthew 14:31  And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to him, "O you of little faith, why did you doubt?"

Weak Faith

Romans 14:1  Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful things.

Dead Faith

James 2:17  Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.

Vain Faith

1 Corinthians 15:14  And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty.

Great Faith

Luke 7:9  When Jesus heard these things, He marveled at him, and turned around and said to the crowd that followed Him, "I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!"

Full of Faith

Acts 11:24  For he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord.

Steadfast Faith

Colossians 2:5  For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.

Rich Faith

James 2:5  Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?
Sincere Faith

1 Timothy 1:5  Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good conscience, and from sincere faith,

Precious Faith

2 Peter 1:1  Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ:

Holy Faith

Jude 1:20  But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit…

XI.  HOW DO WE RECEIVE FAITH?

STATEMENT:  Faith comes by beholding God in the Word and in spiritual communion with Him on the basis of the Word.  We cannot produce faith by anything that we can do in and of ourselves.  It is as we handle divine things by inclining our ears and turning our faces towards God that faith is received in our hearts.
Memorise:   Romans 10:14-17  How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?  15  And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: "HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO PREACH THE GOSPEL OF PEACE, WHO BRING GLAD TIDINGS OF GOOD THINGS!"  16  But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, "LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT?"  17  So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

Hear

Isaiah 55:3  Incline your ear, and come unto me; hear, and your soul shall live: and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.

Romans 10:17  So faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.

Look

Isaiah 45:22  Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is none else.

Hebrews 12:2  looking unto Jesus the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

The mind must first be enlightened by divine teaching (John 6:44; Acts 13:48; 2Cor. 4:6; Eph. 1:17, Eph. 1:18) before it can discern the things of the Spirit.  Faith in Christ secures for the believer freedom from condemnation, or justification before God; a participation in the life that is in Christ, the divine life (John 14:19; Rom. 6:4-10; Eph. 4:15, Eph. 4:16, etc.); "peace with God" (Rom. 5:1); and sanctification (Acts 26:18; Gal. 5:6; Acts 15:9).

XII.  GROWING FAITH

STATEMENT: Just as we receive faith we grow in it.  The more we hear and behold Christ, the more strongly and steadfastly we will trust in Him (2 Cor. 3:18).
Memorise:  2 Thessalonians 1:3  We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds toward each other, 
2 Corinthians 10:15  not boasting of things beyond measure, that is, in other men's labors, but having hope, that as your faith is increased, we shall be greatly enlarged by you in our sphere,

1 Peter 2:2  as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby,

XIII.  FAITH AND THE SABBATH REST
STATEMENT:  From the practical viewpoint this is most important.  By faith we rest from our own works and we are enabled to live in and from the Sabbath rest.  We will only rest once we have seen that God is satisfied with the work of His Son on our behalf and that we may now rest on the indwelling Christ for our whole walk and our entire sojourn on earth (1 Cor. 1:30).
Memorise:  Ephesians 2:14  For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, 

Hebrews 3:18-19  And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who did not obey?  19  So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.

All true believers have already entered the rest spoken of here in terms of salvation from sin, but it is still possible to live your daily life in a state of relative unrest.  God wants us to experience His peace within so that we may operate on that basis in our daily lives.

Hebrews 4:3  For we who have believed do enter that rest, as He has said: "SO I SWORE IN MY WRATH, 'THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST,' " although the works were finished from the foundation of the world.

Romans 14:17  for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Hebrews 4:10  For he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his works as God did from His.

SUMMARY

First of all, we must remind ourselves that "without faith it is impossible to please him" (Heb. 11:6. ) Moreover, and this is all important, true faith must be based solely on scriptural facts, for "faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Rom. 10:17).  Unless our faith is established on facts, it is no more than conjecture, superstition, speculation or presumption.

Hebrews 11:1 leaves no question about this: "Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen."  Faith standing on the facts of the Word of God substantiates and gives evidence of things not seen.  And everyone knows that evidence must be founded on facts.  All of us started on this principle when we were born again; our belief stood directly on the eternal fact of the redeeming death and resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, as recorded in I Corinthians 15:1-4.  This is the faith by which we began, and it is the same faith by which we are to "stand" (16:13), "walk" (II Cor. 5:7) and "live" (Gal. 2:20).  "As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk  in him" (Col. 2:6).  Miles Stanford
Faith is simply, believing God, and like your sight, it is nothing apart from its object.  You might as well shut your eyes and look inside and see whether you have sight as to look inside to discover whether you have faith.  You see something and thus know that you have sight; you believe something and thus know that you have faith.  For as sight is only seeing, so faith is only believing....The virtue does not lie in your believing but in the thing you believe....Your salvation comes, not because your faith saves you, but because it links you to the Savior who saves; and your believing is really nothing but the link.  *I do beg of you to recognize, then, the extreme simplicity of faith; namely that it is nothing more nor less than just believing God when He says He either has done something for us, or will do it; and then trusting Him to keep His word.  Hannah Whitall Smith

*  Please notice that the difficulties we encounter because of our faith and in the midst of a test of a faith may at times confound and confuse us (Jam. 1:5), but faith in itself is not a complicated thing.  It is sometimes difficult to define it, however, by the very nature of its simplicity.  How do you explain to someone who has never eaten steak, for example, that it is something tasty and why exactly it is so tasty?  When they see it, smell it and taste it, however, they can tell for themselves that it is indeed a simple thing to eat steak and enjoy it.  A.T.
Consider the following verses in a spiritual sense in the light of my material analogy:

Psalms 34:8  Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him! 

John 6:54-55  Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.  55  For My flesh is food indeed, and My blood is drink indeed.
APPLICATION

1.  THE MIND

· Can you name a few contrasts between biblical faith and false views of faith?
· Why would you say it is important to know the biblical teaching about faith.
· Name a few ‘ingredients’ of biblical faith?  In others words, what exactly does it entail?

· Can you remember one or two of the quotes given at the start of this teaching?

· How many of the headings of the main teaching can you remember.

· What stood out for you in this teaching?

· See if you can name at least ten scripture verses that deal with faith.

· Did you memorise the memorisation texts?  If you did, the previous question would have been easy to answer.

2.  THE HEART

· Did God speak to your heart through this teaching?
· Were you really listening with a teachable heart and a prayerful attitude?

· What was really a ‘revelation’ to you in this teaching?  Write it down.  Now ask yourself what God is saying to you in the light of this ‘revelation’.

· Are you standing in faith according to this teaching?

· How strong is your faith according to this teaching?

· Are you growing in faith?  Why, or why not?
· Do you believe what the Bible says about your union with Christ?  Why, or why not?
· Do you live in and from the Sabbath rest?  Why, or why not?
3.  THE WILL

· Ask the Father to give you a greater revelation of His heart concerning the matter of faith.

· The Bible says faith comes by hearing the Word.  Are you giving enough quality time to the Word so that you may grow strong in faith?
· Are you persevering in faith?
· Do you consider even faith to be a work and does this make you despondent?Talk to the Father about it.

· Do you look for promises in God’s Word concerning various situations in your life and then hold these before God in prayer so that you may see their fulfillment or do you rather lean on a multitude of natural crutches?  Confess, turn away, turn towards Christ, be cleansed and walk in the riches of your inheritance in Christ.
HOME WORK

· Read the whole teaching again prayerfully and with close attention (Col. 3:16).

· Memorise the texts after you have prayed for spiritual insight (Ps. 119:11).

· Search your heart and life in terms of the Bible’s teaching about faith (Ps. 139:23-24).

· Adapt your life where necessary.  We need to adapt our lives to the New Testament pattern and not the other way round.  A practical plan for implementation is crucial (Jam.1:22).

· Give feedback about your progress to your prayer and discipleship partner and ask for intercession if necessary (Efes. 6:18b).
FOR FURTHER STUDY

SCRIPTURE PORTIONS

· Genesis 15

· Hebrews 11

· Romans 4

· Galatians 3

RESOURCES

What is faith?  J. Gresham Machen
ADDENDUMS

What is Faith?

By David de Bruyn

The just shall live by faith, the Bible tells us. It tells us that whatsoever is not of faith, is

sin. We are told of the threefold virtues of faith, hope and love. Faith is what allows us to

receive salvation in the first place. Clearly, we need to know what faith is - since it is so

important. Today, many have changed the Biblical concept of what faith is for something

that is practiced by the cults and those who deny Christ. What is faith? We find the clearest description n Hebrews 11:1.  Let's break it down:
1) Faith is centred around a Person.

It almost seems to obvious to mention, but some miss this point. Faith is not some

ethereal force floating around - it is trust in a Person. That person is God. God is a

Spirit - that's why faith is described as 'hoped for' and 'not seen' At its core, faith is

depending on God to accomplish His will and to keep His promises. Even Paul said

that though he had faith to move mountains - if it lacked love - it was nothing. Faith

requires love. If faith is not rooted in a personal love relationship with God - it is not

faith. Biblical faith is not present if it does not have God as its object. Faith is trusting

God. It is not trusting your faith. Simple logic tells us this. If you are holding onto a

rope - you are trusting in that rope. You are not trusting in your trust, you are not

holding on to 'holding on'. No, you are trusting and holding onto the rope. But some

today tell us that our faith must be in our faith - no, our faith is in God.

You may have seen or heard of the science fiction series Star Wars in which there is

the Force. The Force is a power that can be manipulated for good or for evil in these

films. Is that what faith is? Some universal presence that is used for good or evil?

Some say it is. Indeed, Hebrews 11:1 is quoted to supposedly support this idea. They

say, "Faith is the substance of things hoped for". -'There! Faith is a substance, an

actual sub-atomic substance that we can control'. But is that being fair to the text? He

word 'substance' is literally from the Greek assurance. Faith is a rock-solid, absolute

assurance of things hoped for. A definition of faith that makes it an impersonal force

excludes God. If I believe faith is not in a Person - then I will think I can

manipulate faith any way I want to. If no Person is the object of my faith, then I'm

not accountable to Him, or dependant on Him. No, real faith revolves around the Person of our Lord - it is implicit trust in Him.
2) Faith is submissive to God's Will
Faith is trust in a Person. If I am to trust someone, I must know something about their

intentions, motivations, abilities and desires. Well, God has revealed Himself to man

through His Word - the Bible. In it, we can grow acquainted with the character of

God- His promises, His plans. Therefore using His Word as a guide, I can find out if

something I am asking for is His will. James tells us this plainly in chapter 4:3 of his

epistle "Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon

your lusts". James says - we ask selfishly, and that is why we do not receive. If I ask

in His will - He is sure to answer. Perhaps not always the way I want Him to- but He

will be true to His Word. Prayer is not writing your ticket with God, it is God's means

of bringing you to the point of accepting His will for you. Jesus taught us this both in

His own prayer life and in the Disciples prayer. See, prayer is not my will be done on

earth by heaven, - it is, Thy will be done on earth (i.e. in my life) as perfectly as it is

done in heaven. Angels are perfectly submissive to God - they are not trying to create

their own universe. The first angel who did that was Satan - he declared in 5 different

ways - "I Will". He was the first creature to deviate from God's will, to say, "my will

first".

See, some have been so bold as to say that being submissive to God's Will, to pray

"thy will be done" is indecisive and kills faith. Actually the opposite is true -

knowing that something is in God's Will - e.g. that someone be saved - gives us

unshakable faith. See, those who distort what faith is have two options - they must

either say that faith has nothing to do with the will of God, or else they must try and

re-define the will of God. That is why the same people will tell you that God wants all

believers to be rich, or that if you are sick it is because of your own lack of faith.

That is patently wrong. Paul had a thorn in the flesh. Ephaphroditus was sick unto

death. Timothy suffered with his stomach. Was the solution for them to have faith in

their faith? Or to convince themselves that God wanted them healthy and they simply

had to claim it? No - Paul asked God, and God instead taught him "My grace is

sufficient for thee'. Timothy was told drink wine instead of water and so on. God

includes sickness as His will for some to test, try or reveal Himself. Job is an

example. The man born blind in John 9 is another.

Anything that denies God's right to rule sovereignly in our lives is an unbiblical

teaching. Some twist 3 John 2, but there John is simply sending a greeting.

Faith is in a person - so consequently it must conform to the will of that Person. The

more empty we are of self, broken and surrendered - the more we will be able to

discern His will as revealed in the Word.
3) Faith has to do with a trusting heart, no the spoken word. 
Faith as defined by Paul, James and the writer of Hebrews is an act performed trusting God, with God as the motive and center of the act. Consequently faith is not just an intellectual nod to a fact, nor is it invoking the name of Jesus to have a certain act performed. Matthew 7:21-23 teaches that many acts done in Jesus' name will turn out to have been empowered by someone other than Jesus, since He denies involvement.

But is faith, as some have said, a law of the universe that responds tour words? Some

have gone so far as to say, "If I say 'I'm feeling sick' - it causes me to become sick.

If I say "life is tough' it makes life that way. But if I say 'I am wealthy' my bank

balance will shoot up."

Is this biblical faith?

I'd like you to know where this thinking originated - and it wasn't with Paul, the

apostles or Christ. Phineas Parkhurst Quimby (1802-1866), the father of New

Thought, taught that sickness and suffering were the result of incorrect thinking. He

taught that by positive affirmation or confession - you could create your own reality.

His basic teaching was expanded on by Mary Baker Eddy - who said that sin and, in

fact, most of life, is an illusion - you create your life by speaking positively. New

Age and occultic groups teach that you can create your own reality, your words have

power, and that creative visualizations speak things into existence.

Now there are Christians taking what was never a biblical teaching and calling it

faith. Certain verses are twisted like Proverbs 18:21 which says "Death and life are in

the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof."

Now, was Solomon really teaching us that our words have power like God's do? No!

He is pointing out the destructive influence of our speech. James says the same thing

3:6 "And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our

members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and

it is set on fire of hell." Does that mean that the tongue is flammable and should be

kept away from gas stoves and petrol stations? No. Be sensible and responsible with

Scripture. God never told man that his words create reality - He told man to use his

speech to glorify God and edify his neighbour. Saying that your speech creates your

reality is a New Age teaching that finds no basis in Scripture, otherwise Jesus

Himself was violating this principle when He said in the Garden of Gethsemane "My

soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death". Paul said he has continual heaviness

and sorrow when he thought of lost Jews. Was this 'negative confession'?

If faith could only be exercised by speaking things into reality how did those born

deaf and mute receive their healings by Jesus?

No - faith is in a Person. It trusts that Person to do His will as revealed in Scripture,

to keep His promises. That means - the more we're in the Word - the more we know

of God - the stronger our faith will be.

Faith is an act performed with spiritual motives - to God. It focuses on an eternal

reward - in heaven. It relies on an unseen strength - God. Faith can be expressed with

or without words. Let us return to Biblical faith.

THE REST OF FAITH

By Austin Sparks

"There remains therefore a rest to the people of God" (Heb 4:9).

"So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief" (Heb. 3:19).

I am sure it will sound to many of you like going a long way back and going out into a very broad realm when I say that we Christians are being constantly confronted with and challenged by our Christianity. Many of us have not really entered into Christianity yet. What do I mean?  Well, for one thing, the very door into true Christianity is the door of rest, the rest of faith.  The very simple way in which the Lord put it in His appeal was - "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matt. 11:28).  That was to a multitude, and those words are usually employed in Gospel messages to the unsaved.  The meaning of the Lord in using those words is given to us here in the letter to the Hebrews, a very much deeper and fuller meaning than is generally recognized in the usage of the simple invitation "Come unto Me... and I will give you rest".  There is something that we have to hear, to detect, in the statement - "There remains therefore a sabbath rest for the people of God" (Heb. 4:9; A.S.V.).

If you look at the context, the meaning is something into which the people of God had not entered.  "They were not able to enter in because of unbelief" (Heb. 3:19; A.S.V.).  They could not enter in.  Who were they? - the people of God.  It is still the people of God for whom the rest remaineth.  Do not let us put that into the future, that is not the meaning at all; that afterward, when we get Home to glory, then we will arrive at the Sabbath day rest, we will enter into rest.  It is not something for the tombstone  -he or she entered into rest.  It is something which remains now as a present thing for the people of God, not in death, but in life.  The rest remains.

You will not think me too elementary, for you know in your heart, as well as I do in mine, that this matter of heart rest, the rest of faith, is a live question continually, it is coming up all the time.  One of the things which is lacking in so many of us is this rest, or, to put it the other way, the things which characterize us so much are fret, anxiety, uncertainty, and all those things which are just the opposite of calm assurance, quiet confidence, the spirit and attitude and atmosphere which says all the time, Don't worry, don't fret, it is all right.  One thing our great enemy is always trying to do is to disturb that, destroy that, rob us of that, churn us up, fret us, drive us, harass us, anything to rob us of our rest or to prevent us from entering into rest.

It is the rest of faith, not just the rest of passivity, indifference, carelessness.  There is all the difference between carelessness and carefreeness.  There remains, there is still to be had, there still obtains, there still exists, there is still preserved a rest for the people of God - for the people of God.  * We have no right to go to the unsaved and bid them come to Christ and find rest until and unless we ourselves know that rest.  Our testimony and our ministry is jeopardized; weakened, limited and discredited if we are not ourselves in rest; and this is the object of the enemy's activity in this matter - to discredit us by taking from us that very birthright of our union with Him Who is never perturbed, never anxious, never in doubt as to the issue, the One Who reigns.  You see, rest is the practical outworking of our belief that He is Lord, and the very Lordship of Christ is struck at by the unrest of the people of God.

The rest of faith must be our position; not only in the great matter of justification, though if it is not settled here, it will not be settled anywhere.  Oh, the enemy is striking at that, even with the people of God; he is ever seeking to undercut that; in some way to raise again the question of justification, of being just with God in our standing, in our acceptance - not yet fully and finally in our state, only in Christ; that is, not as finally perfect in ourselves, but in that union on the ground of what He is.  The enemy never ceases to try to undercut that, and his methods are countless and very persistent and very forceful.  The rest of faith in that, but also in a hundred and one other ways in the practical things of everyday life; things which are not in our power to arrange, secure, settle and bring to pass.  Every day brings hundreds of ways in which there is the opportunity to stand into the rest of faith, into that faith in the Lord which brings rest.  So subtle are the ways of the enemy that he will even tell us that that is too small a thing with which to trouble the Lord; that is a mere incident, why take that to the Lord?  He has bigger and more important things than that on hand!  Why try to make the Lord your errand-boy (I say that reverently) just to do all the little things you want done?  If in this the testimony is preserved in rest, then it is a big thing to the Lord, not a little thing.  If in this matter the Lord's glory stands to suffer, then it is a very big thing.  It may be an incident in daily life, yes, in many, many ways every day, you and I can so lose our poise and our rest and our quiet confidence as to lose out spiritually, and the Lord lose much, so that it is proved that somewhere faith has been lacking, and with it the rest has gone. That is one side. It is a challenge to us, a real challenge.

* The author overstates the case here to a certain extent, for our testimony should remain that we are objectively in God's rest ('in Christ')  as believers even though we may not always experience that rest subjectively.  We should not on account of that stop testifying to unbelievers  of the hope that is in us (1 Pet. 3:15).  The author's  point in the following sentence  concerning the weakening of our testimony and ministry in the case of lack of rest is, however, valid and very relevant.  We should not continue in a state of 'unrest' without serious searching of our own hearts in order to restore that blessed condition  of complete trust in Christ in us, Who is indeed our rest!  A.T.

FAITH'S FOCUS

BY A.W. TOZER

Faith is the least self-regarding of the virtues. It is by its very nature scarcely conscious of its own existence. Like the eye which sees everything in front of it and never sees itself, faith is occupied with the Object upon which it rests and pays no attention to itself at all. While we are looking at God we do not see ourselves -- blessed riddance. The man who has struggled to purify himself and has had nothing but repeated failures will experience real relief when he stops tinkering with his soul and looks away to the perfect One. While he looks at Christ the very things he has so long been trying to do will be getting done within him. It will be God working in him to will and to do. 

Faith is not in itself a meritorious act; the merit is in the One toward Whom it is directed. Faith is a redirecting of our sight, a getting out of the focus of our own vision and getting God into focus. Sin has twisted our vision inward and made it self-regarding. Unbelief has put self where God should be, and is perilously close to the sin of Lucifer who said, "I will set my throne above the throne of God." Faith looks out  instead of in  and the whole life falls into line. 

All this may seem too simple. But we have no apology to make. To those who would seek to climb into heaven after help or descend into hell God says, "The word is nigh thee, even in the word of faith." The word induces us to lift up our eyes unto the Lord and the blessed work of faith begins. 

When we lift our inward eyes to gaze upon God we are sure to meet friendly eyes gazing back at us, for it is written that the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout all the earth. The sweet language of experience is "Thou God seest me." When the eyes of the soul looking out meet the eyes of God looking in, heaven has begun right here on this earth.

FRETFUL OR FAITHFUL?

By A.W. Tozer

THE HOLY SPIRIT IN PSALM 37 admonishes us to beware of irritation in our religious lives:

"Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity."

The word "fret" comes to us from the Anglo-Saxon and carries with it such a variety of meanings as bring a rather pained smile to our faces. Notice how they expose us and locate us behind our disguises. The primary meaning of the word is to eat, and from there it has been extended with rare honesty to cover most of the manifestations of an irritable disposition. "To eat away; to gnaw; to chafe; to gall; to vex; to worry; to agitate; to wear away"; so says Webster, and all who have felt the exhausting, corrosive effects of fretfulness know how accurately the description fits the facts.

Now, the grace of God in the human heart works to calm the agitation that normally accompanies life in such a world as ours. The Holy Spirit acts as a lubricant to reduce the friction to a minimum and to stop the fretting and chafing in their grosser phases. But for most of us the problem is not as simple as that.

Fretfulness may be trimmed down to the ground and its roots remain alive deep within the soul, there growing and extending themselves all unsuspected, sending up their old poisonous shoots under other names and other appearances.

It was not to the unregenerate that the words "Fret not" were spoken, but to God-fearing persons capable of understanding spiritual things. We Christians need to watch and pray lest we fall into this temptation and spoil our Christian testimony by an irritable spirit under the stress and strain of life.

It requires great care and a true knowledge of ourselves to distinguish a spiritual burden from religious irritation. We cannot close our minds to everything that is happening around us. We dare not rest at ease in Zion when the church is so desperately in need of spiritually sensitive men and women who can see her faults and try to call her back to the path of righteousness. The prophets and apostles of Bible times carried in their hearts such crushing burdens for God's wayward people that they could say, "Tears have been my meat day and night," and "Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain. of tears, that I might weep day and night for the slain daughter of my people!" These men were heavy with a true burden. What they felt was not vexation but acute concern for the honor of God and the souls of men.

THE GAZE OF FAITH

By A.W. Tozer

Almost all who preach or write on the subject of faith have much the same things to say concerning it. They tell us that it is believing a promise, that it is taking God at His word, that it is reckoning the Bible to be true and stepping out upon it. The rest of the book or sermon is usually taken up with stories of persons who have had their prayers answered as a result of their faith. These answers are mostly direct gifts of a practical and temporal nature such as health, money, physical protection or success in business. Or if the teacher is of a philosophic turn of mind he may take another course and lose us in a welter of metaphysics or snow us under with psychological jargon as he defines and re-defines, paring the slender hair of faith thinner and thinner till it disappears in gossamer shavings at last. When he is finished we get up disappointed and go out "by that same door where in we went." Surely there must be something better than this.

In the Scriptures there is practically no effort made to define faith. Outside of a brief fourteen-word definition in Hebrews 11:1, I know of no Biblical definition, and even there faith is defined functionally, not philosophically; that is, it is a statement of what faith is in operation, not what it is in essence. It assumes the presence of faith and shows what it results in, rather than what it is. We will be wise to go just that far and attempt to go no further. We are told from whence it comes and by what means: "Faith is a gift of God," and "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God." This much is clear, and, to paraphrase Thomas a Kempis, "I had rather exercise faith than know the definition thereof."

In full accord with the few texts we have quoted is the whole tenor of the inspired Word. It is summed up for us in the Hebrew epistle when we are instructed to run life's race "looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith." From all this we learn that faith is not a once-done act, but a continuous gaze of the heart at the Triune God.

Believing, then, is directing the heart's attention to Jesus. It is lifting the mind to "behold the Lamb of God," and never ceasing that beholding for the rest of our lives. At first this may be difficult, but it becomes easier as we look steadily at His wondrous Person, quietly and without strain. Distractions may hinder, but once the heart is committed to Him, after each brief excursion away from Him the attention will return again and rest upon Him like a wandering bird coming back to its window.

I would emphasize this one committal, this one great volitional act which establishes the heart's intention to gaze forever upon Jesus. God takes this intention for our choice and makes what allowances He must for the thousand distractions which beset us in this evil world. He knows that we have set the direction of our hearts toward Jesus, and we can know it too, and comfort ourselves with the knowledge that a habit of soul is forming which will become after a while a sort of spiritual reflex requiring no more conscious effort on our part.

Faith is the least self-regarding of the virtues. It is by its very nature scarcely conscious of its own existence. Like the eye which sees everything in front of it and never sees itself, faith is occupied with the Object upon which it rests and pays no attention to itself at all. While we are looking at God we do not see ourselves-blessed riddance. The man who has struggled to purify himself and has had nothing but repeated failures will experience real relief when he stops tinkering with his soul and looks away to the perfect One. While he looks at Christ the very things he has so long been trying to do will be getting done within him. It will be God working in him to will and to do.

THE FAITH THAT FAILS THE TEST

John 8:30-33   " As He spoke these words, many believed in Him.  Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, 'If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.'   They answered Him,  "We are Abraham's descendants, and have never been in bondage to anyone.  How can you say, 'You will be made free'?"  

The gracious words of the Son of God drew many to Him and persuaded them of His holy mission.  Nevertheless,  Jesus was quick to point out to those who believed, that only those who 'abide' in His word, are truly His disciples.  The word 'abide' carries the meaning of habitual submission to the will of  God as revealed in his Son.  'For they are not all Israel who are of Israel' (Rom. 9:6).  

We see thus a very important principle in the Word of  God.  Not all so called faith is true faith. The primary reason why the Jews did not recognize their own Messiah when He came to them (John 1:11) is vividly revealed in our text...'we are Abraham's descendants, and have never been in bondage to anyone.'   They trusted in their religious association with Abraham, a man of true faith.  The terrible truth was however that most of them did not have their own faith, but were leaning heavily on another's faith.  And so it is today in the Christian church.  The principle still applies and it is a terrifying reality.  Most of the orthodox Christian denominations were started by godly men who were true disciples of Jesus.  Not long after their death however people began to trust in their allegiance to that denomination and the pioneer of it instead of having their own personal faith in Jesus Christ.

What are you holding on to?  Let me emphatically and earnestly warn you today that only a total abandon to and complete trusting in Jesus alone will stand the test of faith! There are no denominations in heaven, only individuals.  Each man shall bear his own burden (Gal. 6:5).  There are undoubtedly thousands in Christian denominations who have no personal relationship with Jesus.  Be absolutely sure that your faith is the faith revealed in the Bible.  Trust no man's words in this matter.  Turn to God and His Word and make sure for yourself.  Here is a simple test: do you desire God's will deep within you more than anything else in life, or do you only care for God's love and His temporal blessings?  Examine yourself (2 Cor. 13:5).  It is a matter of eternal consequence!

Quote of the Day:  "If your religion does not make you holy, it will damn you. It is simply painted pageantry to go to hell in."   C.H. Spurgeon

AT

AUTHOR AND PERFECTER OF OUR FAITH

By Andrew Murray

'I do believe, but help me not to doubt.'  Mark 9:24

What a treasure of encouragement these words from Mark con­tain.  Jesus had said to the father who had asked Him to heal his child: "Anything is possible if a person believes" (Mark 9:23).  The father felt that Christ was throwing the responsibility on him.  If he believed, the child could be healed. But he felt his faith was totally inadequate.  Yet as he looked in the face of Christ, he felt assured that the love which was willing to heal would also be ready to help him with his weak faith.  So he cried: "I do believe, but help me not to doubt." Christ heard the prayer, and the child was healed.

Christ will always accept the faith that puts its trust in Him.  Remember the mustard seed.  If it is put into the ground and allowed to grow, it becomes a great tree.  The weakest faith is made strong and bold when it trusts Christ-the Author and Perfecter of our faith.

Take the hidden seed of little faith and plant it in your heart.  Rest on God's promise as you bring it to Him in prayer.  He will certainly embrace the trembling faith that clings to Him and will not let Him go.  A weak faith in an almighty Christ will become the great faith that can remove mountains.

Loving Father, thank You that Your Son not only waits to give me the full possession of the abiding life and the blessing ofYour promises but also works in me the faith that can claim it all.  In Jesus' name, amen.

FAITH'S PERSISTENCY 

BY T. AUSTIN-SPARKS 

"Now Elijah said to Ahab, "Go up, eat and drink; for there is the sound of the roar of a heavy shower."  So Ahab went up to eat and drink.  But Elijah went up to the top of Carmel;  and he crouched down on the earth, and put his face between his knees.  And he said to his servant, "Go up now, look toward the sea."  So he went up and looked and said, "There is nothing."  And he said, "Go back" seven times.  And it came about at the seventh time, that he said, "Behold, a cloud as small as a man's hand is coming up from the sea."  And he said, "Go up, say to Ahab, 'Prepare your chariot and go down, so that the heavy shower does not stop you.'"" (1 Kings 18:41-44)

At this point, our attention is drawn to the servant.  He, too, must go up still higher, for there was something more to be done if the rain were to come.  He was told to look toward the sea, the direction from which it would come.  He looked and saw nothing, so he came back again to his master and reported, "There is nothing!"  After all that spiritual battle, after all that prayer, that exhausting ordeal of laying hold of God and seeing the fire fall, was it possible that, after all, the skies were as closed as ever?  "There is nothing!"  Many of us have had to pass through similar experiences - we may be doing so just now - and we find it to be a most painful anticlimax.  This is a moment of great peril for our faith, to have battled so far and expected so much, only to be disappointed to find a complete lack of any evidence of God's working.

What can you do?  Well, one of two things.  The first is to conclude that after all the whole thing has been an illusion, and to give way to the paralysis of despair because of the seeming unresponsiveness of God. The alternative is to keep going - if necessary seven times. There was nothing the first time, so the servant must go and look again. There is nothing! And yet a third time, but still a third time "There is nothing!" The man had to go a fourth time, but there was still no vestige of an answer. I try to imagine the tone of his voice as he returned the fifth and the sixth time, and think that he may even have added a few comments. 'What is the good of it all?' he might have questioned - 'there is nothing!' It would have been natural enough if he had remonstrated, "I do not see the use of going right up there again; I am tired of continually coming back to report just nothing.' In any case he was sent a seventh time, just once more; this time he was able to report a tiny cloud. That was little enough in all conscience, to find that all there was to be seen in the expanse of the sky was just one little cloud the size of a man's hand. It is surprising that God went so far in pressing this matter of faith's persistency. Whether there is any significance in the number seven is of little importance, but certainly there had to be the full continuance in faith until at last the situation broke. The little cloud was only a token, but it was enough to Elijah who immediately warned Ahab to prepare for a deluge. Faith is the title deeds of things unseen, and accepts the token for the whole. It was right to do so, for soon the heavens were full of clouds.

Faith's Victory

I think that this makes the message plain. It is so easy to make a big start, with a good deal of noise and activity and high expectations of something big which we think God is going to do, and then to lose heart because of disappointments and delays. Our prayers are apt to wane and our energy and enthusiasms to decline just because God seems to be unresponsive. What is He doing? He is making a servant; to Him this is more important than the actual service which is being done. Such a servant has to learn that the Lord is more concerned about His own name than we are, and knows best how to vindicate it.
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