SUMMARY OF LIKE CHRIST

Chapter 1

In this chapter Andrew Murray masterfully sketches the life of Christ as the true measure of a Christian’s fruitfulness.  As we behold Christ in the gospels we are at once gripped by the purity and power of the divine life.  The intimacy that Jesus enjoyed in His relationship with His Father shines through everywhere.  Can it be that the Father expects us to walk, even as Christ walked?  Yes, the Bible is clear; on the basis of the command to abide in Christ (Jn. 15) we are also expected to manifest the Christ-life.  It is indeed the very life of Christ that is expressed in a true Christian walk.  Only Jesus can live the Christian life and it is only as we abide in Him as our all in all that we display authentic Christianity.  Anything else is unworthy of the name.   Andrew Murray makes it clear in this chapter that an unbroken abiding in Christ is the norm and should be the deep desire of every Christian heart.  Then alone will our thinking, speaking and living be harmonious with the divine life revealed in Jesus two thousand years ago.  That same life is still with us, for Christ lives in the genuine believer and He longs to reveal Himself in and through us to a lost world.  Let us diligently pay attention to the word in 1 John 2 verse 6 ‘He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.’  Do not draw back from the implications of this truth, but rather embrace it as you trust the life within you to make it a reality even in your own walk with God among men.

Chapter 2

In this chapter Andrew Murray urges us to consider the love of Jesus revealed in the gospels and to realise that the way in which Jesus loved and sacrificially gave Himself to others, is the precise measure for our own conduct among men.  Many believers today look around them in despair for an example of Christian victory that they may emulate.  It is certainly true that we urgently need such examples today, but let us begin by fixing our gaze upon the Perfect Example.  Jesus Himself gave the explicit command in John 13 that we should treat one another the way He treated the disciples.  This applies to all believers in all ages throughout the world.  How marvelous this is; that our Master expects such a great love to be manifested among us.  And how can He expect this of us?  Only because He lives within us and His life and love is freely available to every true believer.  The same life that was manifested two thousand years ago now lives within us.  The love that transformed the lives of multitudes now dwells within every believer.  As we behold the life of Christ in the Gospels and trust the Spirit of Christ within us to manifest that same life through us today, we will experience a profound transformation and see the living Jesus in action once again (2 Cor. 3:18).  On this basis alone may we expect the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise that manifested love towards one another will draw unbelievers, because they will see Jesus in us (Jn. 13:15, 35).

Chapter 3

In this chapter Andrew Murray demonstrates the fact that Jesus’ example of servanthood was not only meant as a revelation of the humility of the Son of God in His earthly ministry, but was also a pattern to emulate for all His followers, throughout all ages.  As believers in Christ we are seated with Him in heavenly places (Eph. 2:6), but we are to serve all people in humility from that exalted position.  In this regard Murray says ‘the higher I rise in the consciousness of being like Christ, God’s beloved child, the deeper shall I stoop to serve all around me.’  Even as Jesus, the heavenly king, took the form of a bondservant (Phil. 2:7) when He was on earth; we, as children of the king, need to likewise be lowly and humble among men as we serve them.  Our servanthood will often need to begin with the natural and practical before it can extend to the spiritual and the heavenly.  We desperately need to heed this word today, when so many believers feel we have the right to be treated as kings, instead of acknowledging the New Testament picture of the Christian disposition, that of a servant.  In terms of our position in heaven, we are kings and priests, seated with Christ in heavenly places, but in terms of our disposition on earth, we need to appear as bondservants of God and servants of those around us.  And how are we to be motivated for such a ministry of servanthood?  Only by the love shown to us by Christ and His love working in us by the Spirit (Rom. 5:5).  Consider again these precious and timeless words of Murray:  ‘For love nothing is too hard.  Love never speaks of sacrifice.  To bless the loved one, however unworthy, it willingly gives up all.  It was love that made Jesus a servant.  It is love alone that will make the servant’s place and work such blessedness to us, that we shall persevere in it at all costs.’

Chapter 4

1 Peter 2:21, 24  For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps:  

24  who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed.

Hebrews 7:22  by so much more Jesus has become a surety of a better covenant. 

This chapter is a bit more challenging than the previous ones, but it gleans a rich harvest of spiritual understanding for those who carefully study it.  Murray clearly illustrates that the scriptural command to follow the example of Jesus is based on our union with Him.  Without this living union with Christ, the command to follow His example would have been absolutely futile.  The wrist band saying ‘What Would Jesus Do’, that was so popular a while ago, contains an important message, but if we do not realise that we have immediate access to the power of Christ it is just one more call to obedience that we could never answer.  This is what Murray shows so effectively in this chapter.  Consider the following statement:  ‘Because our union to Him sets in operation within us a heavenly life with all its powers, therefore the claim may be made in downright earnest that we should live as Christ did.’  

Furthermore, Murray  demonstrates very effectively that the quoted passage from 1 Peter 2 verses 21 and 24 speaks of a threefold relationship with Christ; ‘Christ as our Surety, our Example, and our Head.’  We need to accept the whole package, as it were, if we are to walk victoriously as Christians.  As Surety (Heb. 7:22) Christ suffered for us to the point of death (Phil. 2:8).  Murray says ‘His suffering as my Surety calls me to a suffering like His as my Example.’  We need to lay down our lives for others, even as Jesus did, but not in the sense of becoming a substitute for sins.  Only Jesus could do that.  We can serve God and others to the point of death, however, and this is what Murray is trying to say.  Many martyrs throughout history have proved that this is possible.  Most of us will probably not be called on to physically forfeit our lives for the gospel, but we should daily live in the attitude of a life fully surrendered.  This we can only do in the power of the indwelling Christ.

Chapter 5

The subject matter of this chapter is very practical and it tests us where we live and interact with others.  Because of our instinctive drive to defend and justify ourselves we will not with a Christ-like attitude suffer injustice from our fellow-men if we are not  already familiar with the biblical teaching concerning such suffering.  Murray says: ‘There is almost nothing harder to bear than injustice from our fellow-men. It is not only the loss of pain: there is the feeling of humiliation and injustice, and the consciousness of our rights asserts itself.’  Hence, both our minds and our hearts need to be informed and ready to suffer injustice with humility, or else we will naturally react in self-defense.  It is only as we understand how God uses our wrongful suffering to glorify His Name and advance His kingdom that we will be willing and patient participants in the process.  Murray again:  ‘Christ believed in suffering as the will of God. He had found it in Scripture that the servant of God should suffer. He had made Himself familiar with the thought, so that when suffering came, it did not take Him by surprise. He expected it. He knew that thus He must be perfected; and so His first thought was not how to be delivered from it, but how to glorify God in it. This enabled Him to bear the greatest injustice quietly. He saw God’s hand in it.’  Furthermore, it is as we turn our eyes towards God and away from the temporary, that we will be divinely enabled to care for God’s glory below and commit the vindication of our rights and honour in God’s hands above.  We are told in 1 Peter 2 verse 23 that Jesus, when He was reviled, did not revile in return, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously.  We may do the same and thus rest in God’s righteous judgment.  Above all we need to be concerned with God’s glory, however.  Listen to Murray in this regard:  ‘It was a settled thing between the Father and the Son, that the Son was not to care for His own honour, but only for the Father’s. The Father would care for the Son’s honour. Let the Christian just follow Christ’s example in this, it will give him such rest and peace.’
Chapter 6

In this chapter Murray deals with the very important subject of our identification with the death of Christ.  He shows convincingly that even in the Gospels the demand of the cross on the disciple of Jesus was absolute.  'While the Lord was still on His way to the cross, this expression—taking up the cross, was the most appropriate to indicate that conformity to Him to which the disciple is called.'  Murray also points out the patently inadequate view of taking up the cross that restricts it only to 'the crosses or trials of life'.  He says, 'taking up the cross and following Him is nothing less than living every day with our own life and will given up to death.  Whoever wishes to be like Him must seek to understand the secret of fellowship with His cross.'  We never finish with the cross and then move on to resurrection, as it were.  The flesh has to remain in the place of death by the power of the cross, in order that the resurrection power of Christ may work in and through us.  Our faith must remain focused both on our death and our resurrection with Christ.  Murrays says, 'through faith in Christ we become partakers of Christ’s life. That life is a life that has passed through the death of the cross, and in which the power of that death is always working.'

Chapter 7

Andrew Murray sets before us both the beauty and the joy of a life of self-denial in this chapter.  We would not have believed such a life of complete self-forgetfulness to be possible if it were not for the example of our Saviour.  We would never be able to follow His example if it were not for the power of His life dwelling in us.  According to Murray the practice of self-denial after the example of our Master exercises its sweet influence over every area of our lives.  First it brings the body and its appetites under subjection (1 Cor. 9:27).  Then it subdues our subjective wisdom and judgment and causes us to consider the mind of Christ in everything (1 Cor. 2:16).  Finally, it deals with our affections and desires in order to render our will completely pliable in the hands of our heavenly Father.  

The result will be a profound change in the way we interact with people.  Murray says, 'The Lord Jesus has shown us that the best place to practise self-denial is in our ordinary intercourse with men.'  It will also have a significant impact on the church life.  Murray again, 'What a glorious life will it be in the Church of Christ when this law prevails! Each one considers it the object of existence to make others happy. Each one denies himself, seeks not his own, esteems others better than himself.’  

If this self-denial is to be more than just another subtle means to improve the self or to merely attain victory over the self, then Christ Himself must be the focus.  If we follow Jesus in His self-denial because of our love for Him, based on beholding Him (2 Cor. 3:18), then Christ will become visible in and through us (2 Cor. 3:2).  Murrays says, 'Jesus only becomes the centre and object of such a life.'        

Chapter 8

In this chapter Andrew Murray masterfully and marvelously links self-sacrifice with self-denial and sacrifice to God with sacrifice for others.  Firstly, he shows that there is an unbreakable connection between self-sacrifice and self-denial.  Self-sacrifice is the necessary prologue to a life of self-denial.  As we behold the example of Christ’s self-sacrifice we are divinely moved to offer to God a greater self-sacrifice and this in turn supplies the strength for ‘more continuous self-denial’.    Self-sacrifice is the only true avenue through which the God-kind of love can be expressed.  According to Murray ‘Self-sacrifice is of the very essence of true love.’  He says, ‘the very nature and blessedness of love consist in forgetting self, and seeking its happiness in the loved one’.  As we begin to enter the depths of this self-sacrifice in conformity to the example of Christ and His indwelling life, it transforms our daily life and all our human relationships.  Murray again, ‘Down even into the daily affairs of home life, in the intercourse between husband and wife, in the relation of master and servant, Christ’s self-sacrifice must be the rule of our walk.’

Murray also highlights the fact that just as Christ’s self-sacrifice had a Godward as well as a manward aspect; we likewise have to firstly give ourselves to God with total abandon in order that we may spend ourselves entirely for others, as it were.  Murray says, ‘The self-sacrifice in which you have devoted yourself to God’s service, binds you also to serve your fellow-men; the same act which makes you entirely God’s, makes you entirely theirs.’

Chapter 9

We desperately need the balance and depth of insight, with regard to the matter of our relation to the world, presented by Andrew Murray in this chapter.  Generally speaking we have lost our way in our living in the world and it is a sad fact that many Christians have yielded to the spirit of the age and succumbed to its influences.  This is the inevitable result of ignorance concerning the way in which we should interact with others in this world.  How to be 'in the world', but not 'of the world' is a matter of utmost importance for a Christian.  Murray shows in a number of striking contrasts what it really means.  Here are two of the best: "In the world"; in fellowship with men, to enter into loving relationship with them, to be seen and known of them, and thus to win them back to the Father.  "Not of the world"; witnessing against its sin and departure from God, its impotence to know and please God.'

Murray shows that it is only in the life of Jesus that we see perfect Christian living in this world; without compromising either purity or love for the lost.  Consider the following powerful statement to that effect: 'The most entire separation from the world, with the closest fellowship with those in the world; these two extremes meet in Jesus, in His own person He has reconciled them. And it is the calling of the Christian in his life to prove that these two dispositions however much they may seem at variance, can in our life too be united in perfect harmony.'  As we behold Christ in His earthly life (the gospels) and in His glory (the epistles) we too may simultaneously live an effective and a holy life. 

 I want to urge you to share the contents of this chapter with as many disciples of Jesus as you possibly can.  Study this chapter and make it your own until you are able to minister from the heart the life-giving truths that Murray here expounds.  

Chapter 10

After nine chapters of emphasis on our devotion to God and our character in daily living in the context of a beholding of the life of Jesus of Nazareth, Murray comes to our mission in the world.  Even though he has referred to it in the previous chapters, in this one he makes it explicit and also shows very convincingly that our mission is in many aspects identical to the mission of Jesus.  Consider his solemn words:  “Our heavenly mission is one of the most glorious parts of our conformity to our Lord. He says it plainly in the most solemn moments of His life; "that EVEN AS the Father sent Him," so He sends His disciples. He says it to the Father in His high-priestly prayer, as the ground upon which He asks for their keeping and sanctification. He says it to the disciples after His resurrection, as the ground on which they are to receive the Holy Spirit. Nothing will help us more to know and fulfil our mission than to realize how perfectly it corresponds to the mission of Christ, how they are, in fact, identical.’’ 
Our mission is like His in its object, because we have to display the love of the Father to the world just as Jesus did when He was one earth.  It is like His in its origin, because we have been chosen by Christ to do this work even as Jesus was chosen by the Father to do His work.  It is like His in its fiiting for it, because we have all the resources of the resurrected Christ to utilise in our mission even as Jesus had all the resources of heaven for His mission.  It is like His in the consecration which it demands, because Jesus lived exclusively for the will of the Father and we are expected to do the same.  I venture to make the statement that we could never see the matter of our mission in the world in the right light until we have grasped the fact that it corresponds so specifically with the mission of Jesus.  If believers would enter deeply into this truth it would be the end of all unscriptural distinctions between the so called clergy and laity.  Every believer would realise that he is daily representing the Lord Jesus (2 Cor. 5:20) and that the main purpose of his existence on earth is to fulfill his heavenly mission.  In this light his consecration could not be other than complete and unreserved.  

Chapter 11

In this chapter Andrew Murray boldly expounds a subject that has caused much controversy in the Christian church for many centuries.  He manages to avoid theological dispute and presents the doctrine of election in such a way that its practical use becomes at once apparent.  He demonstrates the fact that predestination is indeed a sure foundation and at the same time a powerful motive for holy living.  The important link between election and sanctification, so often overlooked in teaching on these subjects, is shown to be indispensable.  Meditate on his vital statement in this regard:  "Chosen in Him that we should be holy and blameless before Him in love" "it is only when the connection between election and sanctification is rightly apprehended in the Church that the doctrine of election will bring its full blessing" (2 Thess. 2:13; 1 Pet. 1:2).

Murray also shows that the main aim of predestination is that we may be conformed to the image of Christ in order that He may be glorified.  Listen to his eloquent exposition of this truth:  ‘Christian! would you in very deed be like Christ, fix your mind upon the thought of how certainly this is God’s will concerning you; how the whole of redemption has been planned with the view of your becoming so; how God’s purpose is the guarantee that your desires must be fulfilled. There, where your name is written in the book of life, there stands also, "Predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son."  At this point one may ask in what sense our following of the example of Christ applies to this subject.  It is in His Sonship that we find the answer.  There is a tremendous emphasis in the New Testament on the Father and Son relationship and in the revelation of God’s desire for us to be conformed to the image of His Son, we find the relevance of this to our own walk.  We have been called to enjoy sonship in Christ and to reveal sonship to the world through our union with Him.  Murray again:  ‘It was as the Son Christ lived and served and pleased the Father. It is only as a son with the spirit of His own Son in my heart, that I can live and serve and please the Father. I must each day walk in the full and clear consciousness: like Christ, I am a son of the Most High God, born from above, the beloved of the Father.  It is when I live with the Father as a son, that it becomes possible to make any sacrifice and to obey every command.’
Let us pay close attention to the precious truths revealed in this chapter and not allow any theological bias to obscure its very practical application in the sphere of sanctification.  To be sure, it is one of the more difficult chapters in this book, but we dare not draw back because of its apparent complexity.  

Chapter 12

The theme Andrew Murray unfolds in this chapter is a most important one.  When Jesus was on earth He demonstrated a life fully surrendered to the will of His Father.  That life sometimes seems to us so out of reach that we feel we could never attain to it and will have to settle for a mediocre spiritual life.  Yet, we instinctively realise as disciples of Jesus that God demands nothing less than a total surrender of our wills.  The very root of sin is indeed a will that is not subject to the Father’s will.  Murray says: ‘Jesus Christ became man to bring us back to the blessedness of doing God’s will. The great object of redemption was to make us and our will free from the power of sin, and to lead us again to live and do the will of God.’  If you are a true believer you already love the will of God, but to live the will of God you need to surrender to the work of the cross so that the power of your flesh may be overcome in the practice of your daily walk.  It is only in and through the sinless and completely surrendered life of Jesus that we ourselves may conquer the flesh and live the highest life.  Murray again:  ‘It is this life of obedience, wrought out by the Lord Jesus in the flesh, that is not only imputed to us, but imparted through the Holy Spirit. Through His death our, Lord Jesus has atoned for our self-will and disobedience. It was by conquering it in His own perfect obedience that He atoned for it. He has thus not only blotted out the guilt of our self-will before God, but broken its power in us. In His resurrection He brought from the dead a life that had conquered and destroyed all selfwill.’ 

It is only in the consciousness of sonship that we will ever be led to this overcoming life.  There is a power unto sanctification in the Father-son relationship that is unlike any other spiritual power available to us.  Jesus had much to say about this relationship, especially in the gospel of John.  It is an astonishing thought that the relationship Jesus enjoyed with His Father is the same relationship we are called to enjoy in the here and now.  Murray says:  ‘Let it be our chief desire to say each day: I am the Father’s beloved child, and to think of each commandment as the Father’s will; a Christ-like sense of sonship will lead to a Christ-like obedience.’
Chapter 13

In this chapter we see the heart behind the gospel unveiled.  It is possible to do much gospel work and be engaged in endless ‘church activities’ without being animated by the compassion that moved the Son of God.  Andrew Murray explains in his usual incisive manner the absolute necessity of following the example of Christ in His compassion.  The gospel writers from time to time show us glimpses of the compassion and tenderness that moved Jesus in His ministry to the lost.  Murray rightly links the compassion of Christ with the compassion of the Father.  The heart behind the universe is the same heart that is illustrated in the account of the father who fell on the neck of his prodigal son and covered him with kisses (Luke 15).  Jesus was so in touch with the heart of the Father through the Spirit that He lived and moved only by that compassionate will and intent.  What a glorious gospel truth that we are invited to have this same kind of life, in the Son.  In Him we may, and should, be moved by that which touches the deepest sentiments of God.  And what is it that moves God thus?  Nothing else than His own fallen creation who have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb and who stands in desperate need of the message of salvation.  Listen to the words of Murray in this regard:  ‘The seeking of God’s will must not be only denying ourselves certain things which God forbids, and doing certain works which God commands, but must consist specially in this, that we surrender ourselves to have the same mind and disposition towards sinners as God has, and that we find our pleasure and joy alone in living for this. By the most personal devotion to each poor perishing sinner around us, and by our helping them in compassionate love, we can show that the will of God is become our will. With the compassionate God as our Father, with Christ who was so often moved with compassion as our life, nothing can be more just than the command that the life of every Christian should be one of compassionate love.’  Let us ask God to give us a revelation of the compassion that moved Jesus in everything He said and did, so that we too may live in the unforced rhythms of grace upon grace.
Chapter 14

In this chapter Andrew Murray speaks of the importance of maintaining the unity of the Spirit (Eph. 4:1-6) on the basis of the unity in the Godhead revealed in John 17.  In our study of unity those passages (in Eph. 4 and Jn. 17) are absolutely fundamental.  Murray shows that the emphasis on unity in Jesus’ prayer in John 17 reveals the priority of unity to the Son.  His heart’s desire is revealed in a very special way in this prayer and it is clear that He considers an observable unity amongst His true disciples to be of the utmost significance for their mission to evangelise the world.  There can be no doubt about the high premium that God places on unity and more specifically on a unity that will be visible to the world (Jn. 13:35).  We have to take this very seriously and test our own hearts diligently in the light of what the New Testament reveals about this unity.  Even here we have to follow the example of Jesus, as we live by the life of Jesus.  When Jesus was on earth He never once compromised His unity with the Father.  The intimacy and relationship of love that He enjoyed with the Father is marvelously revealed in John 17 and it compels us to have the same love for one another in the Body of Christ.  In these times of upheaval and worldwide deception we will have to stand firmly against false unity and a false institutional ecumenical drive, but at the same time make absolutely sure that we maintain unity with all those who are truly born from above (Jn. 3:3, 6).  Murray challenges us to love our brethren beyond our own neatly defined parameters of who deserves love:  ‘However weak or sickly, however perverse or trying the members of Christ’s body may be with whom he is surrounded, let him live with them in close fellowship and love. Whether they are willing for it or not, whether they accept or reject, let him love them with a Christ-like love. Yes, to love them as Christ does must be the purpose of his life.’
Chapter 15

It is an astounding fact that the intimacy between Father and Son revealed in this chapter is the intimacy to which we are also called.  We are in Christ and our union with Him automatically qualifies us for a life of absolute dependence on the Father in everything.  If we were to look at Jesus merely as a historical Saviour who died for our sins we would not even be able to consider the fact that His dependence on the Father revealed in the gospel of John was meant to draw us into a relationship of equal quality.  When we seriously consider the ramifications of our union with Christ revealed in the epistles of the New Testament, however, we begin to understand that this Father-son relationship is exactly what God has in mind for us, even in the here and now of our daily living.  Human religion could never fathom a relationship of this kind with our heavenly Father, but the gospel of regeneration by the Spirit demands nothing less than sweet daily communion and childlike dependence.  The dependence on our heavenly Father that the New Testament insists upon, compels us to draw near to Him.  This drawing near is only possible through the life and example of Christ.  It is as we abide in Him by faith and behold the blessed example of His dependence revealed in the gospels (especially the gospel of John) that we spontaneously find ourselves in the presence of the Father.  Listen to Murray in this regard:  ‘‘Blessed dependence! it was because Jesus knew that He was a Son that He thus loved to be dependent on the Father.  Of all the teaching in regard to the likeness to Christ this is the centre and sum: I must live as a Son with my Father.  If I stand clear in this relationship, as a son realizing that the Father is everything to me, a son-like life, living through the Father, living for the Father, will be its natural and spontaneous outcome.’’ 

Chapter 16 

In this chapter we are reminded of the priority of love in the Christian life.  If we do not have the kind of love that is defined so clearly in the New Testament we are indeed ‘nothing’ (1 Cor. 13:2).  Once again Andrew Murray exhorts us to turn our eyes towards Christ if we would find an example of this love lived out in the midst of the difficulties of daily life.  If we look only at people we could easily find an excuse for a lesser kind of love or even a complete lack of love.  When we look at Jesus, on the other hand, we will soon discover the supreme reason to love with a godly and self-sacrificial love.  Jesus was despised and rejected for no reason at all.  He was often misunderstood and He had to bear the brunt of all the carnality that human beings could muster.  On top of that He had perfect insight into the twisted and selfish motives of men.  Nevertheless, He continued to love with a perfect love and even in the face of death He could pray for those who despised Him and entreat the Father to pardon them (Luke 23:34).  But could we ever love like this?  If we are left to our own human abilities the answer must consistently be, no!  How could Jesus expect us then to love one another even as He loved us (Jn. 13:34)?  Murray gives the only correct answer when he says that Christ ‘asks nothing that He has not provided.’  It is in our beholding Him, abiding in Him and constantly receiving of His love that we are enabled to love even as He loved.  We must learn to look away from the many things in people that often offend us and look towards Christ and His consistent and unceasing love for us and in us.  It is as we live wholly dependent on the love of Christ that we find ourselves loving even as He loved.  When we leave our interests in His hands and care for the interests of others we experience the blessed flow of divine love on the basis of our union with Christ.  Let the words of Murray inspire us to not give up until we love with a love that is far greater than our best human intentions: ‘As conformity to the Lord Jesus must be the chief mark of your Christian walk, so love must be the chief mark of that conformity.  Be not disheartened if you do not attain it at once.  Only keep fast hold of the command, "Love, even as I have loved you."  It takes time to grow into it.  Take time in secret to gaze on that image of love.’

Chapter 17

This is one of the most marvelous chapters on the subject of prayer that you will ever read.  It is Andrew Murray at his very best.  Murray had a peculiar gift to write about prayer, as is demonstrated in his books ‘With Christ in the School of Prayer’ and ‘The Prayer Life’.  In this chapter he reveals to us the most excellent character of the life that Jesus lived in communion with His Father and the fact that this life was a life saturated with both moment-by-moment and specific times of prayer.  He shows us that even Jesus needed special times of prayer.  We are all prone to go to either the extreme of thinking that ‘unceasing prayer’ throughout the day is sufficient or the extreme of surmising that fixed times of prayer makes continuous communion with the Father superfluous.  Murray demonstrates that Jesus made use of both avenues of prayer and that we need it even more than He did.   Furthermore, we need to learn from Jesus that the secret of prayer is on the one hand the intimate knowledge of our sonship shown by our use of the word ‘Father’ in our prayers and on the other hand a deep desire to glorify God which will lead to effective intercession.  Murray convincingly demonstrates that only secret prayer will suffice to supply us with daily manna and a fresh anointing.  In all this we may study the teachings of Jesus on prayer, His life of prayer and the examples of the prayers that He Himself prayed, given to us in the gospels.  We must know and believe that the One who had such a wonderful prayer life now lives within us, ready to teach us and to breathe in us the spirit of prevailing prayer as we abide in Him.

Chapter 18

In this chapter Andrew Murray proves that just as Christ saw Himself in the Scriptures and had to follow the script of His life in obedience to the Father, even so we may in a certain sense see ourselves in the scriptures and fulfill our calling in obedience to what we see.  Our calling as believers in Christ is intimately connected to Him and it is as we behold Him and ourselves in Him in the scriptures that we are enabled to live the life that God has called us to live.  Jesus used the scriptures for nourishment, ministry and warfare and we have been called to do the same.  Murray says: ‘Jesus would not have been what He was, could not have done what He did, had He not yielded Himself step by step to be led and sustained by the Word of God.’  The secret of the life that Jesus lived was His complete submission to the Word of God in the power of the Spirit.  He knew that His Father’s perfect will was revealed in the inspired scriptures and that He was the embodiment of those scriptures.  We will not fulfill our heavenly calling if we do not see to it that the scriptures have the same place of high esteem in our lives that it had in the life of Jesus.  Prayerfully consider Murray’s sage advice:  ‘Go to God’s Word each day with the joyful and confident expectation, that through the blessed Spirit who dwells in us, the Word will indeed accomplish its Divine purpose in you.  Every word of God is full of a Divine life and power.  Be assured that when you seek to use the Scriptures as Christ used them, they will do for you what they did for Him.  God has marked out the plan of your life in His Word; each day you will find some portion of it there.  Nothing makes a man more strong and courageous than the assurance that he is just living out the will of God.  God Himself, who had your image portrayed in the Scriptures, will see to it that the Scriptures are fulfilled in you, if like His Son you will but surrender yourself to this as the highest object of your life.’

Chapter 19

This is one of the best chapters a Christian could ever read on the topic of forgiveness.  Andrew Murray shows that the line between vertical and horizontal forgiveness may never be broken in the life of the true believer.  The forgiveness that we received by virtue of the cross of Christ remains the standard for our forgiveness of one another.  As we are constantly reminded that we ‘owe all to pardoning grace’ we will be merciful to those who trespass against us.  Murray says ‘From Christ to receive forgiveness, and like Christ to bestow it on others: these two are one.’  He continues with this solemn exhortation: ‘Beloved followers of Jesus! called to manifest His likeness to the world, learn that as forgiveness of your sins was one of the first things Jesus did for you, forgiveness of others is one of the first that you can do for Him.’
Chapter 20

This chapter in effect expounds 2 Corinthians 3 verse 18, one of the most important verses in the New Testament.  Everything that we have read about being like Christ so far in this book and everything that follows, is dependent on the truth revealed in this verse.  It is only as we behold the glory of Christ in the Word and in prayer that we are changed into His likeness.  That which is already true of us in Christ becomes a reality in our daily living as we look away from ourselves and unto the glory of Christ revealed in the gospel.  Murray says we should look to Christ in adoration, in faith, and with a strong desire.  This gazing on the glory of Christ must needs be a very personal and intimate gazing.  Listen to Murray: ‘You would be like Christ? Here is the path, Gaze on the glory of God in Him. In Him, that is to say: do not look only to the words and the thoughts and the graces in which His glory is seen, but look to Himself, the living, loving, Christ. Behold Him, look into His very eye, look into His face, as a loving friend, as the living God.’   This gazing is only possible by the ministry of the Holy Spirit.  Murray says: ‘As we gaze on Jesus in the Word, He [the Holy Spirit]  opens our eyes to see the glory of all that Jesus does and is. He makes us willing to be like Him. He strengthens our faith, that what we behold in Jesus can be in us, because Jesus Himself is ours. He works in us unceasingly the life of abiding in Christ, a wholehearted union and communion with Him. He does according to the promise: "The Spirit shall glorify me: for He shall take of mine and shall show it unto you." We are changed into the image on which we gaze, from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord. Let us only understand, that the fulness of the Spirit is given to us, and that he who believingly surrenders himself to be filled with Him, will experience how gloriously He accomplishes His work of stamping on our souls and lives the image and likeness of Christ.’
Chapter 21

This chapter contains a marvelous exposition of that great Christological portion of Scripture in Philippians 2.  Murray exhorts us to read this portion in context and for the purpose that it was given, viz. to bring us to a deep and Christ-like humility. He convincingly argues that we should never divorce our acceptance of the atonement of Christ from His example of humility.  He says, ‘Each soul that would truly belong to Him must in union with Him have His Spirit, His disposition, and His image.’  Christ first emptied Himself of His divine privileges and then he humbled Himself to the point of death.  In our case, we should not claim our new creation rights in order to gain advantage over others, but rather ‘let go of them’ whenever there is a dispute with others.   Furthermore, we should also be willing to give our lives so that others may be blessed.  Andrew Murray says in this chapter that we should make the humility of Christ the primary goal in our emulation of Him. In his words, ‘The follower of Christ must have the same mind as was in Christ; he must especially be like Him in His humility.’

Chapter 22

In this chapter Andrew Murray in effect explains the difference between the forgiveness of sins obtained by Christ’s death for our sin and victory over the power of sin obtained by Christ’s death to sin.  So many believers claim the forgiveness of sins on the basis of a successful atonement, but never go ahead with the same boldness to claim our identification with Christ in His death to sin.  The latter is indispensable to ongoing sanctification.  Murray says, ‘Like Christ, the believer too has died to sin; he is one with Him, in the likeness of His death. And as the knowledge that Christ died for sin as our atonement is indispensable to our justification so the knowledge that Christ, and we with Him in the likeness of His death, are dead to sin, is indispensable to our sanctification.’   He goes on to say, ‘Most believers are in their conversion so occupied with Christ’s death for sin as their justification, that they do not seek to know what it means, that in Him they are dead to sin. When they first learn to feel their need of Him as their sanctification, then the desire is awakened to understand this likeness of His death. They find the secret of holiness in it: that as Christ, so they also have died to sin. The Christian who does not understand this always imagines that sin is too strong for Him, that sin has still power over him, and that he must sometimes obey it. But he thinks this because he does not know that he, like Christ, is dead to sin.’  Murray here expounds the New Testament secret to sanctification and we ignore or neglect it at our own peril.  This truth is the key to understanding that great sanctification chapter in the book of Romans, namely the sixth.  No matter how justified anyone may feel in choosing a different route to sanctification, God’s way remains our identification with the death of Christ to sin.  The sooner we accept this, the sooner we will taste the victory of Christ over the power of sin experientially.  Murray once more, ‘The believer as a new creature in Christ Jesus can glory and say: "like Christ I am dead to sin. Sin has no right or power over me whatever. I am freed from it, therefore I need not sin." And if the believer still sins, it is because he does not use his privilege to live as one who is dead to sin. Through ignorance or unwatchfulness or unbelief, he forgets the meaning and the power of this likeness of Christ’s death, and sins. But if he holds fast what his participation with Christ’s death signifies, he has the power to overcome sin.’
Chapter 23

Last week we looked at our identification with the death of Jesus and the importance of understanding and believing this blessed fact.  Indeed, we died to sin, the flesh and the world, but the Christian life is not only about what we died to.  It is, more importantly even, what we live for!  We died to sin, in order to live for God.  If we only rejoice in the fact that we overcome the power of sin, we are still not grasping the full glory of our redemption in Christ.  The consummation of our salvation is the enjoyment of God and the fruit of that enjoyment, namely the manifestation of His life and glory to the world (2 Cor. 2:14).  Murray says, ‘’To speak alone of the likeness of His death, of bearing the cross, and of self-denial, gives a one-sided view of following Christ. It is only the power of His resurrection that gives us strength to go on from that likeness of His death as what we receive at once by faith, to that conformity to His death which comes as the growth of the inner life. Being dead with Christ refers more to the death of the old life to sin and the world which we abandon; risen with Christ refers to the new life through which the Holy Spirit expels the old. To the Christian who earnestly desires to walk as Christ did, the knowledge of this likeness of His resurrection is indispensable.’’  It is on resurrection ground that we experience the mighty power of the Holy Spirit.  We need to believe without wavering that all the resources of heaven for holy living is available to us through our identification with the resurrection of Christ (Phil. 3:8; Eph. 1:19, 20).  Murray again, ‘’Oh that through the Holy Spirit God might reveal to us the glory of the life in the likeness of Christ’s resurrection! In it we find the secret of power for a life of conformity to Him.’’   This resurrection life is more than just a power, it is found in a Person, even our Lord Jesus Himself.  Murray says, ‘’The resurrection life is not a thing that I may have if I can undertake to keep it: No, just this is what I cannot do.  But blessed be God!  JESUS CHRIST himself is the resurrection and the life, is the resurrection life.’’
Chapter 24

In this chapter Murray returns to the theme of the cross.  In the chapter about the likeness of Christ's death the focus was on victory over sin.  In this chapter the emphasis falls on a deeper conformity to the death of Christ, a more complete embrace of the cross.  Here it is not only about believing in the power of the cross, but living deliberately in the consciousness of the fact that we were called to live a crucified life daily and even moment by moment.   Murray says, ''Of all the articles of conformity, this must necessarily be the chief and most glorious one; conformity to His death.''  He goes on to say, ''the most intimate likeness to Christ is conformity to His death.''  It is only as we fully embrace the crucified life that we experience the power of the resurrected life.  Murray again, ''We can be sure of it, nothing is needed but a fuller entrance into the fellowship of the cross to make us full partakers of the resurrection joy.''  He goes on to define the crucufied life, ''The cross means entire self-abnegation. The cross means the death of self,the utter surrender of our own will and our life to be lost in the will of God, to let God's will do with us what it pleases. This was what the cross meant to Jesus.''  The disciple who has embraced this life is described by him as follows, ''The distrust and denial of self in everything, the trust of Jesus in everything, mark his life. The very spirit of the cross breathes through his whole being.''   The question now remains, how do we actually live this crucified life?  Murray answers it wonderfully:  ''How to attain this conformity to Christ's death? The one is, Cast out all. The other, And let Jesus come in. ALL for JESUS.''  And further, Gaze on Him until your soul has learnt to say: O my Lord, I must be like Thee. Gaze until you have seen how He Himself, the Crucified One, in His ever present omnipotence, draws nigh to live in you and breathe through your being His crucifixion life.''

Chapter 25

This chapter contains a simple, yet profound, truth.  The very nature of the life that we became partakers of at regeneration is a giving of the self for the benefit and blessing of others.  This life cannot but be poured out for the life of the world.  If we would know whether we are living by the Spirit we need to check ourselves on this point.  It is so easy to define the blessed Christian life in terms of all the benefits that we may enjoy as the new creation (2 Cor. 5:17).  We desperately need the balance that Andrew Murray here brings to that point of view.  In order to be authentic the spiritual life must be self-sacrificial to such an extent that we would ay down our life for others.  Murray says, ‘’To the question, how far we are to go in living for, in loving, in serving, in saving men, the Scriptures do not hesitate to give the unequivocal answer: We are to go as far as Jesus’ even to the laying down of our life. We are to consider this so entirely as the object for which we are redeemed, and are left in the world, the one object for which we live, that the laying down of the life in death follows as a matter of course. Like Christ, the only thing that keeps us in this world is to be the glory of God in the salvation of sinners.’’
This self-sacrificial attitude is the only road to Christian fruitfulness.  In that sense it is more than just a general benevolence towards mankind.  In the depths of our inner man there resides a life that is utterly self-giving and that has in fact already given itself for the world.  This life is nothing else than Christ Himself and He will not be satisfied with anything less than our willing surrender of our own interests so that He may again be poured out through us for the blessing of others.   This truth is beautifully and powerfully stated in the words of the apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 4 verses 10 to 12:

‘…always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.  11  For we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus' sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.  12  So then death is working in us, but life in you.’

Murray again, ‘’The corn of wheat dying to rise again, losing its life to regain it multiplied manifold, is clearly set forth as the emblem not only of the Master but of each one of His followers. Loving life, refusing to die, means remaining alone in selfishness: losing life to bring forth much fruit in others is the only way to keep it for ourselves. There is no way to find our life but as Jesus did, in giving it up for the salvation of others. Herein is the Father, herein shall we be glorified. The deepest underlying thought of conformity to Christ’s death is, giving our life to God for saving others. Without this, the longing, for conformity to that death is in danger of being a refined selfishness.   Believers who give themselves up to bear the burden of the sins of men before the Lord, who suffer reproach and shame, weariness and pain, in the effort to win souls, are filling up that which is lacking of the afflictions of Christ in their flesh. The power and the fellowship of His suffering and death work in them, the power of Christ’s life through them in those for whom they labour in love. There is no doubt that in the fellowship of His sufferings, and the conformity to His death in Phil. 3. Paul had in view not only the inner spiritual, but also the external bodily participations in the suffering of Christ.’’
Murray makes the statement that ‘’the most essential thing in likeness to Christ is likeness to His death..’’ and ‘’the most essential thing in likeness to His death is the giving up our life to win others to God.’’  If we would know the resurrection power of Christ at work in and through us we need to pay attention first of all to this likeness to the death of Christ and this attitude shows itself most clearly in a willing self-sacrifice for the salvation of unbelievers and the edification of believers.
Chapter 26

In this chapter Andrew Murray reveals a characteristic of Jesus that is very unlike man in his natural disposition.  We could never show this meekness towards others apart from the life of Christ in us.  The more we yield to the meekness of Christ the more we will experience that meekness, even in the face of those who oppose us.  Murray also draws a very helpful distinction between humility and meekness.  Humility primarily deals with the way we look at ourselves and meekness is the attitude towards others that flows from this humility.  Murray says, ‘’Meekness is the opposite of all that is hard or bitter or sharp. It has reference to the disposition which animates us towards our inferiors. "With meekness," ministers must instruct those that oppose themselves, teach and bring back the erring (Gal. 6:1; 2 Tim. 2:25). It expresses our disposition towards superiors: we must "receive the word with meekness" (Jas. 1:21); if the wife is to be in subjection to her husband, it must be in a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price (1 Pet. 3). As one of the fruits of the Spirit, meekness ought to characterize all our daily intercourse with fellow-Christians, and extend to all with whom we have to do (Eph. 4:2; Gal. 5:22; Col. 3:12; Tit. 3:2). It is mentioned in Scripture along with humility, because that is the inward disposition concerning oneself, out of which meekness towards others springs.’’ 

The biblical demand for meekness leaves us in a sorry state.  If it were not for the indwelling Christ we would never be able to be meek in our dealings with people.  Murray again, ‘’There is perhaps none of the lovely virtues which adorn the image of God’s Son, which is more seldom seen in those who ought to be examples. There are many servants of Jesus, in whom much love to souls, much service for the salvation of others, and much zeal for God’s will, are visible, and yet who continually come short in this. How often, when offence comes unexpectedly, whether at home or abroad, they are carried away by temper and anger, and have to confess that they have lost the perfect rest of soul in God! There is no virtue, perhaps, for which some have prayed more earnestly: they feel they would give anything, if in their intercourse with partner, or children, or servants, in company or in business, they could always keep their temper perfectly, and exhibit the meekness and gentleness of Christ. Unspeakable is the grief and disappointment experienced by those who have learnt to long for it, and yet have not discovered where the secret of meekness lies.’’ 

How precious appears Jesus’ statement that we must ‘learn of’ Him in the light of these facts.  As we behold Him we partake of His very own meekness (2 Cor. 3:18).  Murray says, ‘’For every one who longs to possess this spirit, Christ’s word is full of comfort and encouragement: "Learn of me that I am meek." And what will it profit us to learn that He is meek? Will not just the experience of His meekness make the discovery of our want of it all the more painful? What we ask, Lord, is that Thou shouldest teach us how we may be meek. The answer is again: "Learn of me, that I AM MEEK." 

Chapter 27

Andrew Murray here speaks of the fact that Jesus was constantly abiding in the love of His Father when he was on earth.  Before he went to the cross Jesus commanded His disciples to likewise abide in His love (Jn. 15:9-10).   There is a very close link between abiding in His love and obeying His commandments.  As we surrender to the divine love our hearts are captured and we find ourselves increasingly obedient to the love commandments of the Son.  In John 13 Jesus commanded His disciples to love one another even as he loved them.  He also told them to serve one another as he served them when he washed their feet.  This commandment implies in the context of foot washing that we have to love each other in spite of ‘dirty feet’; the sins we commit in this life and even our sinning against each other (cf. 1 Pet. 4:8; Eph. 4:23).   Murray says, “Our blessed Lord not only said, "Abide in me," but also, "Abide in my love." Of the abiding in Him, the principal part is the entering into and dwelling and being rooted in that wonderful love with which He loves us and gives Himself to us.  "Love seeks not its own;" it always goes out of itself to live and be at one with the beloved; it ever opens itself and stretches its arms wide to receive and hold fast the object of its desire: Christ’s love longs to possess us. The abiding, in Christ is an intensely personal relationship, the losing ourselves in the fellowship of an Infinite Love, finding, our life in the experience of being loved by Him, being nowhere at home but in His love.”
Such a commandment to love one another with a deep and self-sacrificial love could never be realised by us if it were not for the love of the Son, in which we are commanded to abide.  Given the way we often fail each other and hurt each other, we need to be lifted out of our narrow perspective of human relationships.  This can only happen if we abide in the love of Christ by faith.  Murray again, “We know how this was the secret of Christ’s wonderful life, and His strength in prospect of death. At His baptism the voice was heard, the Divine message which the Spirit brought and unceasingly maintained in living power, "This is my BELOVED Son, in whom I am well pleased." More than once we read: "The Father loves the Son" (John 3:35; 5:20). Christ speaks of it as His highest blessedness: "That the world may know that You have loved them, even as You had loved me; You loved me before the foundation of the world;" "That the love wherewith You loved  me may be in them." Just as we day by day walk and live in the light of the sun shining around us, so Jesus just lived in the light of the glory of the Father’s love shining on Him all the day. It was as THE BELOVED OF GOD that He was able to do God’s will, and finish His work. He dwelt in the love of the Father. And just so we are THE BELOVED OF JESUS. EVEN AS the Father loved Him, He loves us. And what we need is just to take time, and, shutting our eyes to all around us, to worship and to wait until we see the Infinite Love of God in all its power and glory streaming forth upon us through the heart of Jesus, seeking to make itself known, and to get complete possession of us, offering itself to us as our home and resting-place. Oh, if the Christian would but take time to let the wondrous thought fill him, "I AM THE BELOVED OF THE LORD, Jesus loves me every moment, just as the Father loved Him," how the faith would grow, that one who is loved as Christ was, must walk as He walked!”

Chapter 28

In this chapter Andrew Murray very convincingly suggests a link between being filled with the Spirit and being led by the Spirit.   Jesus was filled with the Spirit and then led by the Spirit.  Likewise we need to be filled with the Spirit and led by the Spirit.  Murray demonstrates that nothing less than being filled with the Spirit will enable us to to be led by the Spirit into the likeness of Christ.  To the measure that we are filled with the Spirit, we will be conformed to the image of the Son (Rom. 8:29).  Murrays says: ‘More than once, in our meditations on the different traits of Christ’s character, it has seemed to us almost impossible to be like Him. We have lived so little for it: we feel so little able to live thus. Let us take courage in the thought: Jesus Himself could only live thus through the Spirit. It was after He was filled with the Spirit that He was led forth by that Spirit to the place of conflict and of victory. And this blessing is ours as surely as it was His: we may be filled with the Spirit; we may be led by the Spirit.’ It is only as we are truly filled by the Spirit that we would even consider to be conformed to the image of Christ; that we would even consider the possibility of manifesting the character of Christ in our daily life and living.  The fruit of the Spirit spoken of in Galatians 5 verses 22 and 23 is nothing but the character of Christ on display.  As we are filled with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18), we will increasingly walk in the Spirit (Gal. 5:16) and manifest the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23).  Murray again: ‘We have here the reason why the teaching of the imitation and likeness to Christ has so little prominence in the Church of Christ. Men sought it in their own strength, with the help of some workings of the Holy Spirit: they did not understand that nothing less was needed than being filled with the Spirit. No wonder that they thought that real conformity to Christ could not be expected of us, because they had mistaken thoughts about being filled with the Spirit.  It was thought to be the privilege of a few, and not the calling and duty of every child of God. It was not sufficiently realized that "Be ye filled with the Spirit," is a command to every Christian. ‘
Chapter 29

The law was a manifestation of the will of God in letters.  Jesus is a manifestation of the will of God in a Person.  This Person lived a perfect life and therefore He is the perfect example for believers.  In a certain sense we can rejoice in having such a wonderful example, but at the same time it brings us to a place of despair.  How could we ever attain to such a life.  Exactly at this point the truth of our union with Christ becomes most relevant.  Jesus lives in believers and He desires to live through believers the quality of life that He lived 2000 years ago.  Murray says: “Like Christ: the longer we meditate on the word, the more we realize how impossible it is without that other: In Christ. The outward likeness can only be the manifestation of a living inward union. To do the same works as Christ, I must have the same life. The more earnestly I take Him for my example, the more I am driven to Him as my Head. Only an inner life essentially like His, can lead us to a visible walk like His.”
Murray continues to show that Jesus lived by the life and power of the Father when He was on earth.  He says: “Christ’s life in and through the Father is the image and the measure of what your life in and through the Son may be.”  Because Jesus laid aside the free use of His Divine attributes, He had to live life of utter dependence on His Father.  He had to live a life of faith in the power of the unseen Father.  In the same way we have to live a life of faith in the power of Christ who lives in us, but whom we cannot see with the physical eye or hear with the physical ear.  Murray again:  “Exactly so, believer, must your life be hid with Christ in God. Let this encourage you. Christ calls you to a life of faith and dependence, because it is the life He Himself led. He has tried it and proved its blessedness; He is willing now to live over again His life in you, to teach you also to live in no other way. He knew that the Father was His life, and that He lived through the Father, and that the Father supplied His need moment by moment. And now He assures you that as He lived through the Father, even so you shall live through Him. Take this assurance in faith. Let your heart be filled with the thought of the blessedness of this fulness of life, which is prepared for you in Christ, and will be abundantly supplied as you need it. Do not think any more of your spiritual life, as something that you must watch over and nourish with care and anxiety. Rejoice every day that you need not live on your own strength, but in your Lord Jesus, even as He lived through His Father.”
Chapter 30

In this chapter Andrew Murray reveals the fact that the aim of redemption is for us to be vessels of God’s glory.  To so reflect His holy character in Christ that God’s holiness will be apparent to those who do not believe and a blessing to other saints.  We are in dire need of the manifestation of the New Testament standard of holiness. A holiness that can only flow from the presence of Christ in us.  This holiness is not firstly in buildings, rituals or activities, but in persons, even in the sons of the Most High.  This is why believers are called ‘saints’ in the New Testament.  We could never glorify God apart from manifesting His holiness.  This holiness reveals to the world God’s pure love and righteousness.  Murray says, “When Jesus came to earth, it was that He might glorify the Father, that He might again show forth in its true light and beauty that glory which sin had so entirely hid from man. Man himself had been created in the image of God, that God might lay of His glory upon him, to be shown forth in him-that God might be glorified in him. The Holy Ghost says, "Man is the image and glory of God." Jesus came to restore man to his high destiny: He laid aside the glory which He had with the Father, and came in our weakness and humiliation, that He might teach us how to glorify the Father on earth. God’s glory is perfect and infinite: man cannot contribute any new glory to God, above what He has: he can only serve as a glass in which the glory of God is reflected. God’s holiness is His glory: as the holiness of God is seen in him, God is glorified; His glory as God is shown forth.”  Murray shows that Jesus glorified God by obedience, confession of His Name and His dependence on the Father and consecration to God’s redeeming love.  In like manner we have to glorify God through our union with the indwelling Christ.  Murray again, “It was thus Jesus as man was prepared to have part in the glory of God: He sought it in the humiliation on earth; He found it on the throne of heaven. And so He is become our forerunner, leading many children to glory: He shows us that the sure way to the glory of God in heaven is to live only for the glory of God on earth. Yes, this is the glory of a life on earth: glorifying God here, we are prepared to be glorified with Him for ever. Beloved Christian! is it not a wonderful calling, blessed beyond all conception, like Christ to live only to glorify God, to let God’s glory shine out in every part of our life? let us take time to take in the wondrous thought: our daily life, down to its most ordinary acts, may be transparent with the glory of God. Oh! let us study this trait as one that makes the wondrous image of our Jesus specially attractive to us: He glorified the Father. Let us listen to Him as He points us to the high aim, that your Father in heaven may be glorified, and as He shows us the way, Herein is my Father glorified. Let us remember how He told us that, when in heaven He answers our prayer, this would still be His object, and let in every breathing of prayer and faith it be our object too: "That the Father may be glorified in the Son."
Chapter 31

In this final chapter of his book, Andrew Murray emphasises the deep desire Jesus had to glorify His Father when He was on earth and the obligation that we have to desire the same.  It is as we behold Christ and His pure longing to glorify His Father that we are drawn into the same desire and can begin to manifest the very life of Christ within us.  Christ still desires to glorify the Father and as we partake of His life in us we also partake of His desires and consequently we may partake of His glory.  Murray says, “When the Lord Jesus had glorified the Father on earth, the Father glorified Him with Himself in heaven. This was not only His just reward; it was a necessity in the very nature of things. There is no other place for a life given up to the glory of God, as Christ’s was, than in that glory. The law holds good for us too: a heart that yearns and thirsts for the glory of God, that is ready to live and die for it, becomes prepared and fitted to live in it. Living to God’s glory on earth is the gate to living in Gods glory in heaven. If with Christ we glorify the Father, the Father will with Christ glorify us too. Yes, we shall be like Him in His glory.”
When we speak of God’s glory, we cannot but speak of His holiness at the same time.  Hence it is only by the Holy Spirit that we can partake of such a great holiness, yes even the holiness of the Son who lives in us.  To the measure that we receive by the Holy Spirit a revelation of the holiness of Christ, to that measure will we be enabled to live in and by His holiness and consequently bask in His glory.  This cannot but lead to the glorification of the Father, for the end of God’s marvellous plan of salvation is our sanctification in Christ.  That is, to be conformed to the image of the Son, leading to the praise of the glory of God’s grace (Eph. 1).  It is because of our original design that we have this unspeakable privilege to be image-bearers of the eternal God, to shine forth the glory of the most high God.  And as we desire to increasingly reflect the glory of God in these earthen vessels, we may all the while be conscious of the glorious fact that we are on our way to receiving a glorified body that will display the glory of God throughout eternity.  Murray again, “We shall be like Him in His glorified body. It has been well said: Embodiment is the end of the ways of God. The creation of man was to be God’s masterpiece. There had previously been spirits without bodies, and animated bodies without spirits, but in man there was to be a spirit in a body lifting up and spiritualizing the body into its own heavenly purity and perfection. Man as a whole is God’s image, his body as much as his spirit. In Jesus a human body—O mystery of mysteries!—is set upon the throne of God, is found a worthy partner and container of the Divine glory. Our bodies are going to be the objects of the most astonishing miracle of Divine transforming power: "He will fashion our vile body like unto His glorious body, according to the working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself." The glory of God as seen in our bodies, made like Christ’s glorious body, will be something almost more wonderful than in our spirits. We are "waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body." 

