JOHN 

Time:  AD 80-90 (23rd  Book Chronologically)

Statistics:  21 chapters/879 verses/19 099 words/167 questions/15 OT prophecies fulfilled/44 new prophecies/85 verses of fulfilled and 7 verses of unfulfilled prophecy

Key People:
Jesus — the Word of God who came into the world; both fully God and fully human (1:1–21:25)

John the Baptist — prophet and forerunner who announced the coming of Christ (1:6–42; 3:23–27; 4:1; 5:33; 10:40–41)

The disciples — Simon Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew, James (son of Alphaeus), Thaddaeus, Simon, Judas Iscariot; twelve men chosen by Jesus to aid His ministry on earth (1:53–21:14)

Mary — sister of Lazarus; believed and anointed Jesus before His death (11:1–12:11)

Martha — sister of Lazarus; known for her hospitality; grew in faith when Jesus raised her brother from the dead (11:17–45)

Lazarus — raised from the dead by Jesus, his friend (11:1–12:17)

Mary, Jesus’ mother — demonstrated her servanthood to Jesus; entrusted to the care of John at Jesus’ death (2:1–12; 19:25–27)

Pilate — Roman governor who ordered the crucifixion of Jesus in place of Barabbas (18:29–19:38)

Mary Magdalene — devoted follower of Jesus; first person to see Jesus after His resurrection (19:25–20:18)

Key Term:  “Believe” (20:31).  This book has been written to bring people to a living trust in Jesus and this trust is directly linked to the gift of ‘eternal life’.
Key Words:

The Word: Greek ho logos—1:1, 14; 2:22; 5:24; 8:43; 15:3; 17:14, 17—used to speak of the Creator of the universe, even the creative energy that generated the universe. In the Old Testament, the term logos may also be connected with wisdom as a personification or attribute of God (see Proverbs 8). In both Jewish and Greek usage, the Logos was associated with the idea of beginnings—the world began with the Word (Genesis 1:3). John specifically used this word to identify the Son of God as divine. Jesus is the image of the invisible God (Colossians 1:15), and the very substance of God (Hebrews 1:3). In the Godhead, the Son functions as the revelation of God and is God in reality.

Born Again: Greek gennao anothen—3:3, 7—literally, “again” or “from above.” Jesus spoke of a birth that was either a new birth, or a heavenly birth, or both. Most likely Jesus was speaking of a heavenly birth because He described this birth using an analogy of the wind, coming from some unknown, heavenly source. Nicodemus clearly understood Jesus to be speaking of a second natural birth—being born again. Jesus explained this birth in 3:6–8 by contrasting being born of the flesh and being born of the Spirit.

I Am:  Greek ego eimi—6:36; 8:58; 10:7, 14; 15:1; 18:5—literally, “self-identity in self-sufficiency.” In one breath, Jesus proclaimed His eternal preexistence and His absolute deity. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, unlike any human, never had a beginning. He is the eternal God. Jesus clearly states His deity by using the words “I am” to refer to Himself. In Exodus 3:14, God reveals His identity as “I am who I am.” Thus, Jesus claimed before His judges to be the ever-existing, self-existent God.

Believe: Greek pisteuo—1:7; 5:44; 6:64; 7:5; 10:26; 11:48; 13:19; 20:31—literally, “to place one’s trust in another.” True belief in Jesus requires one to completely trust Him for salvation (3:15–16). When Jesus walked the earth, many people believed in His miraculous powers, but they would not put their faith in Jesus Himself (6:23–26). Others wanted to believe in Jesus only as a political defender of Israel (Mark 15:32). However, we must be careful to believe and trust in the Jesus presented in the Scriptures—the Son of God who humbly sacrificed Himself to deliver us from the bondage of sin (Galatians 1:3–4; Philippians 2:5–8)

Key Text:
John 3:16  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
Or
John 20:31  but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.

Provocation & Context:
John’s gospel is the only one of the four that contains a precise statement regarding the author’s purpose (20:30–31). He declares, “These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name” (20:31). The motivating purposes for writing this book, therefore, are twofold: evangelistic and apologetic.

John emphasized his evangelistic purpose by using the word “believe” approximately a hundred times in the gospel—twice as often as the synoptics use the term. He composed his gospel to provide reasons for saving faith in his readers and, as a result, to assure them that they would receive the divine gift of eternal life (1:12).

John’s apologetic purpose often overlapped his evangelistic purpose. He wrote to convince his readers of Jesus’ true identity as the incarnate God-man whose divine and human natures were perfectly united into one person who was the prophesied Christ (“Messiah”) and Savior of the world (1:41; 3:16; 4:25–26; 8:58). John organized his gospel around eight “signs” or proofs (apart from the central sign of the Resurrection itself) that reinforce Jesus’ true identity leading to faith. Seven of the miraculous signs lead up to the Resurrection and one follows it:

•     Turning water into wine (2:1–11)

•     Healing the royal official’s son (4:46–54)

•     Healing the lame man (5:1–18)

•     Feeding multitudes (6:1–15)

•     Walking on water (6:16–21)

•     Healing the blind man (9:1–41)

•     Raising Lazarus (11:1–57)

•     Catching fish miraculously (21:6–11)

Summary:
When an exciting event happens, some people can’t wait to talk about it. Others like to think about the reasons and details for a while before they offer their comments. One of the four biographies of Jesus fits this second category. John must have spoken many times about his experiences with Jesus, but he did not write down his gospel until long after the other three writers had published theirs. The passage of time did not change the central character in John’s account, but it allowed him to express some conclusions about Jesus that could best be made after lifelong reflection on the significance of God’s visit to earth.

John’s Gospel places an emphasis on the deity of Christ more explicitly than any other gospel. It begins with the evangelist’s declaration (1:1) and concludes with doubting Thomas’ expression of faith (20:28). Clearly this gospel presents Jesus as the Son of God. But it does more than that. It also expects a response from the audience—a response of belief [‘believe(s/d)’ occurs 84 times]. Further, John lacks certain key features found in the Synoptic Gospels—such as the journey to Jerusalem, Olivet Discourse, Sermon on the Mount, Transfiguration, parables, etc. Jesus’ death is viewed as his glory and an eschatological judgment is suppressed. In sum, John presents Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God, who is to be believed in order that one might right now pass from death to life.
Basic Outline:
1.

1.) The Incarnation of the Son of God  (1:1-18)

2.) The Presentation of the Son of God (1:19-4:54)

3.) The Opposition to the Son of God (5:1-12:50)

4.) The Preparation of the Disciples by the Son of God (13:1-17:26)

5.) The Resurrection of the Son of God (19:38-21:23)

6.) Conclusion (21:24-25)
2.

1. The Prologue to the Gospel

2. The Testimony of John the Baptist

3. Andrew’s Declaration

4. The Calling of More Disciples

5. Turning Water into Wine

6. Cleansing the Temple

7. Jesus at the Passover Feast

8. Conversation with Nicodemus

9. Further Testimony About Jesus by John the Baptist

10. Departure From Judea

11. Conversation With a Samaritan Woman

12. The Disciples Return

13. Workers for the Harvest

14. The Samaritans Respond

15. Onward to Galilee

16. Healing the Royal Official’s Son

17. Healing a Paralytic at the Pool of Bethesda

18. Responding to Jewish Leaders

19. More Testimony About Jesus

20. The Feeding of the Five Thousand

21. Walking on Water

22. Jesus’ Discourse About the Bread of Life

23. Many Followers Depart

24. Peter’s Confession

25. The Feast of Tabernacles

26. Teaching in the Temple

27. Questions About Jesus’ Identity

28. Teaching About the Spirit

29. Differing Opinions About Jesus

30. Lack of Belief

31. A Woman Caught in Adultery

32. Jesus as the Light of the World

33. Where Jesus Came From and Where He is Going

34. Abraham’s Children and the Devil’s Children

35. Healing a Man Born Blind

36. The Pharisees’ Reaction to the Healing

37. The Man’s Response to Jesus

38. Jesus as the Good Shepherd

39. Jesus at the Feast of Dedication

40. The Death of Lazarus

41. Speaking with Martha and Mary

42. Lazarus Raised from the Dead

43. The Response of the Jewish Leaders

44. Jesus’ Anointing

45. The Triumphal Entry

46. Seekers

47. The Outcome of Jesus’ Public Ministry Foretold

48. Jesus’ Final Public Words

49. Washing the Disciples’ Feet

50. The Announcement of Jesus’ Betrayal

51. The Prediction of Peter’s Denial

52. Jesus’ Parting Words to His Disciples

53. Teaching on the Holy Spirit

54. The Vine and the Branches

55. The World’s Hatred

56. Jesus Prays for the Father to Glorify Him

57. Jesus Prays for the Disciples

58. Jesus Prays for Believers Everywhere

59. Betrayal and Arrest

60. Jesus Before Annas

61. Peter’s First Denial

62. Jesus Questioned by Annas

63. Peter’s Second and Third Denials

64. Jesus Brought Before Pilate

65. Pilate Questions Jesus

66. Pilate Tries to Release Jesus

67. The Crucifixion

68. Jesus’ Death

69. Jesus’ Burial

70. The Resurrection

71. Jesus’ Appearance to Mary Magdalene
72. Jesus’ Appearance to the Disciples

73. The Response of Thomas

74. Jesus’ Appearance to the Disciples in Galilee

75. Peter’s Restoration

76. Peter and the Disciple Jesus Loved

77. A Final Note

Sketch:  The Gospel of Life Proving That Jesus Christ Is God the Savior Coming as Life to Propagate Himself.
Key Doctrines:
The divinity of Jesus Christ — who Jesus really is (6:35; 8:12; 10:7, 9; 10:11, 14; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1, 5; 20:28–31; Isaiah 9:6; 40:9; Jeremiah 23:5–6; Zechariah 13:7; Matthew 1:23; Mark 2:7–10; Romans 9:5; 1 Corinthians 1:30; Philippians 2:6; Colossians 2:9; Titus 2:13; 1 John 5:20; Revelation 22:13)

Salvation through Jesus Christ — how people should respond to Jesus (1:1–18; 6:35, 48; 8:12; 10:7, 9; 10:11–14; 11:25; 14:6; 17:3; Genesis 3:15; Psalms 3:8; 37:39; Isaiah 45:21–2249:6;59:16; 63:9; Luke 1:69; Acts 4:12; 16:31; Romans 5:8; 10:9; Ephesians 2:8; 5:23; 2 Timothy 1:10; Hebrews 2:10; 5:9; 1 Peter 1:5; 1 John 1:1–4)

God’s Character:

God is accessible—1:51; 10:7, 9; 14:6

God is glorious—1:14

God is invisible—1:18; 5:37

God is loving—3:16; 15:9–10; 16:27; 17:23, 26

God is righteous—17:25

God is spirit—4:24

God is true—17:3, 17

God is unified—10:30; 14:9–11; 17:3

God is wrathful [He punishes unbelief] —3:14–18, 36

Christ Revealed:

The book presents Jesus as the only begotten Son of God who became flesh.  For John, Jesus’ humanity meant essentially a twofold mission:  1)  As the “Lamb of God”  (1:29), He procured the redemption of mankind;  2)  Through His life and ministry He revealed the Father.  Christ consistently pointed beyond Himself to the Father who had sent Him and whom He sought to glorify.  In fact, the very miracles Jesus performed, which John characterized as “signs,” bore testimony to the divine mission of the Son of God.  As the Son glorified the Father in ministry and passion, so the Father glorified the Son.  But, as John shows, the Son’s glorification came at the Crucifixion (12;32,33), not only in the postresurrection exaltation.  By believing that Jesus is the Christ, the readers of John’s Gospel become participants in the life Jesus brought out of death (20:31).
Unquestionably, the Gospel of John stands as a proclamation of the divinity of Jesus Christ. John reveals the nature of Jesus in his first sentence: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (1:1). Whereas the Gospel of Mark focuses on Jesus as the Son of Man, the message of John is that “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God” (20:31). Notably, Jesus asserts Himself as God in seven explicit statements designating Himself as “I am” (6:35; 8:12; 10:7, 9; 10:11, 14; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1, 5).

The Holy Spirit at Work:
Unique to John is the designation of the Holy Spirit as “Comforter” or “helper” (14:16), literally “one called alongside.”  He is “another Helper,” namely, one of the same kind as Jesus, thereby extending the ministry of Jesus to the end of this age.  It would be a grave error, however, to understand the Spirit’s purpose merely in terms of one needed in predicaments.  On the contrary, John demonstrates that the Spirit’s role encompasses every facet of life.  In regard to the world outside of Christ, He works as the agent who convicts of sin, righteousness, and judgment (16:8-11).  The experience of being “born of the Spirit” is descrptive of New Birth (3:6).  Because God in essence is Spirit, those who worship Him must do so spiritually, that is, as directed and motivated by the Holy Spirit (4:24).  Further, in anticipation of Pentecost, the Spirit becomes the divine enabler for authoritative ministry (20:21-23).

The Holy Spirit also fulfills a definite function in relation to christ.  While the Father sent the Spirit in the name of Christ, the Spirit never draws attention to Himself, nor does He speak in His own authority.  Instead, His mission is to glorify Jesus and to declare Christ’s teaching to the disciples (16:14).

John reveals the function of the Holy Spirit in continuing the work of Jesus, leading believers into an understanding of the meanings, implications, and imperatives of the gospel, and enabling them to do “greater works” than those done by Jesus (14:12).  Present-day believers in Christ may thus view Him as their contemporary, not merely as a figure from the distant past.
Content:

· Christ the Son of God and Revealer of the Father.
· Jesus is not only Messiah who fulfilled the Jewish Scriptures, but also the eternal Son of God who revealed the eternal Father.  He is the great ‘I Am’. 

· Unique presentation of the life of Jesus with emphasis on His divinity. 

· Jesus Is the Son of God.  The gospel by the disciple Jesus loved.
· Jesus as Lord and God / Jesus’ Signs / Jesus’ “I am” Teachings / Jesus’ Hour 

· In JOHN we are SONS OF GOD in Christ

· Jesus the God-man who came from Above (Eagle). Presents Jesus as God incarnate (God in flesh), the Christ, working the miracles and words of God so that you might believe. The Son of God (God's nature). 

