JOHN 1-4
JOHN 1 VERSES 1 TO 5

John 1:1-5  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word

was God.  2 He was in the beginning with God.  3  All things were made through Him, 

and without Him nothing was made that was made. 4  In Him was life, and the life was 

the light of men.  5  And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

comprehend it. 

1:1-5  This gospel, being the gospel of the Son of God, begins in the heavenlies in eternity past.  In Matthew Jesus is presented as King, in Mark as the Suffering Servant, in Luke as the Perfect Man, but in John we see the veil drawn back and the secret of the life and power of Jesus of Nazareth fully revealed.  He is the only begotten Son of God and as Son of God He is God’s final Word to humanity (Heb. 1:1-4).  These five verses form part of the prologue (1:1-18) of the gospel of John and they present a magnificent picture of the life that is truly life.  They remind us of our origin (1:3) and point us to our only salvation (1:4), without extended explanation.  They are statements of divine fact that simply yet powerfully demand the attention of every human being.

1:1  We are immediately reminded of the first words of the Bible (Gen. 1:1), but here we are given insight into the means of creation.  This Word is a Person, even the Son of God.  This Word contains within Himself the power to create (Gen. 1:1) and to recreate (Jn. 5:25-26).  The deity of  Christ is asserted as a divine statement of fact and the rest of the gospel of John proves to us that this is not conjecture or vain verbiage, but the very truth on which our eternal salvation rests (Jn. 20:31).  Here two persons of the divine trinity are revealed and we are told that they have always dwelt together; the Word has always been with God (His Father).

1:2  The truth of the Son’s abode with the Father in eternity past is reiterated in a concise but powerful statement; reminding us that the Person we are about to encounter in this divine book is not a mere man, but the very Son of God!

1:3  God the Father created everything by the eternal Word (Col. 1:16-17).  Through Him everything seen and unseen were created.  He is the origin of all things and in this book we are called back to our roots, nay even to our very life.  We are, as it were, transported back to the beginning, even before the fall, so that we may consider the life that we are called to (Jn. 17:24).

1:4   John here introduces the themes of life and light that features so prominently in all his writings.  The Son of God not only gives life to those that ask Him, He Himself is the life, for the life is in Him (Jn. 14:6).  There is only one way to dispel the inner darkness that has been plaguing mankind without intermittence or pity since the fall (Gen.3), and that is to receive the life that is in the Son of God.  The very character of His life is ‘light’ and when we receive Christ as our Lord and Saviour (1:12) it is as if a heavenly flashlight suddenly shines into the deepest recesses of our sin-darkened souls.  
1:5  The darkness in this verse qualifies the light of men in the previous verse.  It is because there is darkness within and around man (1 Jn. 5:19b) that light is needed.  No earthly light can dispel the darkness within man.  It took a heavenly light, the Son of God Himself, to drive out the thick darkness within us.  To every man who would honestly admit that within him there is a darkness that he cannot overcome, the eternal Word still today offers the pure heavenly light that alone can save and enlighten.  For an understanding of the word comprehend in this verse, consider the Greek scholar Marvin Vincent’s explanation: “The word is used in the sense of laying hold of so as to make one's own; hence, to take possession of. Used of obtaining the prize in the games (1Co_9:24); of attaining righteousness (Rom_9:30); of a demon taking possession of a man (Mar_9:18); of the day of the Lord overtaking one as a thief (1Th_5:4). Applied to darkness, this idea includes that of eclipsing or overwhelming. Hence some render overcame (Westcott, Moulton). John's thought is, that in the struggle between light and darkness, light was victorious. The darkness did not appropriate the light and eclipse it.”
JOHN 1 VERSES 6 TO 8

John 1:6-8  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  

7  This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe.  8  He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.

1:6-8  This passage is about John the Baptist.  He was sent by God to prepare the way for the revelation of Christ to Israel.  He was a voice crying in the wilderness; a voice that had to make a highway in the desert for God Himself to be revealed among men.  John’s mission played out in the desert, because God wanted to demonstrate that He needed no human excellence or glory to aid in the revelation of His Son.  A desert is a very unlikely place for a king to be revealed to the world; even more so for the ‘King of kings’ (Rev. 17:14).  Yet this was the arena in which John the Baptist, the forerunner of the King, performed his crucial ministry.  There is nothing attractive in a desert and yet the Bible says ‘Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out’ to John the Baptist to be baptised by him.  The place where John baptised was, moreover, a full day’s journey from Jerusalem.   Consider the following verses from God’s Word in the light of the aforementioned.

1 Corinthians 1:26-29  For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called.  27  But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty;  28  and the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are,  29  that no flesh should glory in His presence.

How wonderfully these verses correlate with the passage in Isaiah that speaks of the forerunner of the Messiah:

Isaiah 40:3-6  The voice of one crying in the wilderness: "Prepare the way of the LORD; Make straight in the desert A highway for our God.  4  Every valley shall be exalted And every mountain and hill brought low; The crooked places shall be made straight And the rough places smooth;  5  The glory of the LORD shall be revealed, And all flesh shall see it together; For the mouth of the LORD has spoken."  6  The voice said, "Cry out!" And he said, "What shall I cry?" "All flesh is grass, And all its loveliness is like the flower of the field.

1 Peter 1:24  because "All flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of the grass. the grass withers, and its flower falls away,  25  but the word of the lord endures forever." Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you.

1:6  This man sent from God was John the Baptist.  He was only a man, but he was an extraordinary man.  Jesus Himself called John the greatest man who was ever born of a woman.  He was the greatest of all the prophets and he had a mission from God to preach and baptise.  His name was given to him by the angel before his conception.  Everything about him spoke of God’s calling and grace.  He was filled with the Holy Spirit while he was still in his mother’s womb (Luke 1:14).  This is reminiscent of the prophet Jeremiah.

Jeremiah 1:5  "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations."

1:7  For all his greatness, John the Baptist was only a witness.  His greatness must be understood with reference to the One about whom he witnessed.  In that sense John the Baptist represents the purpose of the entire Old Testament; to bear witness and to prepare the way for Christ.  This is why John is called the greatest of all the prophets; he had the final innings, as it were.  The role of the Old Testament was consummated in the ministry of John the Baptist.  Moses and Elijah, representing the Old Testament dispensation (the law and the prophets), appeared with Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration, but at the end of that passage it says ‘when they [the disciples] had lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only’ (Mt. 17:1-8).  This was the purpose of the ministry of the entire Old Testament and of John the Baptist.  This should also be our goal in our life and ministry; to reveal Christ and to be His witnesses.  

1:8  No great man in the Bible, in church history, or among us today, should ever be considered ‘the Light’.  There is only one ‘Light’ and that is our blessed Lord.  We can only be reflectors of His light and glory.  Paul said we do not preach ourselves, but Christ (2 Cor. 4:5; Col. 1:28).  This should also be our one aim.  See also Philippians 1:20-21
JOHN 1 VERSES 9 TO 13

John 1:9-13  That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world.  10  He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.  11  He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.  12  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name:  13  who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

1:9-13  John continues with the theme of light; specifically with Jesus as ‘the light of men’ (v. 4b).  In verses 6 to 8 he showed us that the ‘Light’ had a forerunner.  This forerunner was a great man, but his ministry focused exclusively on Christ.  He was not ‘that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light’.  This passage can be called ‘the great divide’.  It demonstrates that, even though Jesus was, and is, ‘the Light’ that alone can overcome the darkness in man (v. 5), some choose to remain in darkness.  ‘And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil’ (Jn. 3:19).   Jesus has the ability to bring everyone who believes in Him instantly into the light (Col. 1:13), but those who reject Him remain in darkness.  This passage shows us very clearly that there is no middle ground between light and darkness (1 Jn. 1:5).   You either acknowledge that Jesus is the Son of God and the only Saviour who can bring you into the light of God’s presence, or you remain in the darkness of indwelling sin and depravity.
1:9  John emphasizes that Jesus is the true Light and that He became flesh, not only to enlighten (save) the Jews, but every human being who would believe on Him (v.12).  John the Baptist was not the true Light and neither was anyone else in history.  Only this One who was God (the Son) and ever was with God (the Father) had the power and ability to deliver man from the power of darkness and evil that has gripped every human being since the fall of Adam described in Genesis 3.  Consider 1 Timothy 2:15 in this light:  ‘For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus’

1:10   Yet, for all His exclusive power to deliver, the tragedy is that He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.  As the Creator (v.3) He was always manifest in the world (see Rom. 1:19, 20) and as Saviour He was now manifested in the world (v.14) and still many in the world did not acknowledge Him as Creator Lord and Saviour.  His hands created them and yet they did not acknowledge that He was ‘the true Light’ (v.9).  

1:11  Verse 10 most likely refers to the world of mankind in general, while this verse refers to the Jewish nation.  Hence, He came to His very own covenant people (Israel) and even they did not receive Him.  They are ‘Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the service of God, and the promises’ (Rom. 9:4).  They originally received ‘the oracles of God’ (Rom. 3:2).  They heard the words of God (Old Testament), but they would not listen to the Word of God (v.1; Rev. 19:13).  He was their long awaited Messiah, but they did not recognize or receive Him.  What a profound tragedy.  Be sure, however, to read Romans 11 in order to study God’s sovereign and merciful ‘recovery program’.

1:12  Praise God for the but in this verse!  Even though many in the world did not acknowledge Him and His very own covenant people rejected Him; He did not in retaliation destroy all of mankind.  Rather, all those who acknowledge the ‘true Light’ and receive Him as Lord and Saviour (Rom. 10:9-11) are given the right to become children of God.  They are those who believe in His name.  This belief in His name is an acknowledgment of all that He is (God and Saviour) and all that He has done (the atonement) to save  sinners (Luke 5:32).  Reflect on 1 Peter 2:6-8:

‘Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture, "BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A CHIEF CORNERSTONE, ELECT, PRECIOUS, AND HE WHO BELIEVES ON HIM WILL BY NO MEANS BE PUT TO SHAME."  7  Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are disobedient, "THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED HAS BECOME THE CHIEF CORNERSTONE,"  8  and "A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE." They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed.’

1:13  Here John makes it very clear that this sonship (v.12) cannot be received by natural birth or human effort.  It is the work of God from beginning to end (Eph. 2:8).   All we can do, is to acknowledge the Son of God as ‘the true Light’ and to believe in His completed work of atonement (1 Cor. 2:2; Jn. 14:6; Rom. 10:9-11).  
JOHN 1 VERSES 14-18

John 1:14-18  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.  15  John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, "This was He of whom I said, 'He who comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before me.' "  16  And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace.  17  For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  18  No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.
1:14-18  This passage is the classical passage on the incarnation and its effect.   The Word who was with God and was God became a man.  As the God-man He revealed the glory of the Father.  He was,and still is, the Beloved Son of the Father and as such He was able to reveal to the sons of men the love the Father has for them (Jn. 3:16).  He came to make known the opinion of the Father concerning man.  The Greek word translated glory can also be rendered ‘opinion’, depending on the context.  The eternal and incarnated Word was full of grace and truth.  He contained in Himself the grace man needed to be saved and the truth he needed to enlighten the darkness of his inner being (Rom. 1:3-5; Col. 1:28).  
1:14  This is probably the greatest one statement concerning the incarnation in the Bible.  Everything that has been said in this chapter has been a buildup towards this point.  All the beauty and glory of this Son, who was with the Father from the beginning, would have meant nothing practically for us if Christ did not become flesh.  Contemplate the following verses:
Isaiah 9:6  For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Matthew 1:23  "BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD, AND BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which is translated, "God with us."

God became flesh and revealed Himself to human beings.  Jesus was the manifestation of our origin (Gen. 1:26-27).  We were created to be reflectors of the glory of the Eternal One.  But where would we find the perfect ‘picture’ of our original creation so that we could reflect that glory?  Here we find the answer.  He dwelt among people with the express purpose of revealing His glory.  As we behold the One in whose image and likeness we were created, we increasingly reflect the beauty of His being and the brightness of His glory (2 Cor. 3:18; Prov. 4: 18).

John Macarthur sheds light on the term the only begotten in his study Bible.  ‘The term "only begotten" is a mistranslation of the Greek word.  The word does not come from the term meaning "beget" but instead has the idea of "the only beloved one."  It, therefore, has the idea of singular uniqueness, of being beloved like no other.  By this word, John emphasized the exclusive character of the relationship between the Father and the Son in the Godhead (cf. 3:16, 18; 1 John 4:9).  It does not connote origin but rather unique prominence; e.g., it was used of Isaac (Heb. 11:17) who was Abraham’s second son (Ishmael being the first; cf. Gen. 16:15 with Gen. 21:2, 3).’ 
1:15  Once again a reference to the forerunner of Jesus is, as it were, inserted in this passage in order to show that John the Baptist and the apostle John, who wrote this gospel, were in absolute agreement concerning the pre-eminence and eternality of the Incarnate Word (v.14).
1:16  His fullness here refers to the full salvation He has come to give all those who believe in Him.  In the Old Testament the Israelites received the shadow, of which Christ is the reality.  Colossians 2:17  which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ.  All true believers have received the fullness of God’s salvation in Christ and they are complete in Him (Col. 2:10).  This fullness of Christ is given in reference to a superabundance of grace, i.e. grace for grace.  It must also be said that this fullness is also available according to the same measure of superabundant grace for all who would believe (see v. 12).  

1:17  Moses was truly a man of God and the great Prophet of the old dispensation.  He was in his time the most humble man on the face of the earth (Num. 12:3).  He was chosen by God to receive the law and present it to Israel.  But he was not the eternal Word.  He was not the Saviour of all mankind.  Through him Israel received the revelation of the holiness and righteousness of God, but in and through Jesus alone saving and sanctifying grace and the full revelation of truth was revealed (Heb. 3:3; Acts 4:12).  In Christ alone we may receive the righteousness and holiness of God, not only as a standard, but as a present possession and life (Eph. 4:24).  The law was, and is, glorious, but it cannot save man (Acts 13:39).  God spoke in many and various ways in the Old Testament dispensation, but He has spoken fully and finally in His Son (Heb. 1:1-3).  

1:18  Even though no-one has seen God with the physical eye His Beloved Son made Him known in such a way that there can be no doubt left concerning His character.  The search for God ended there, for all who would acknowledge the Son (see v. 12 and my notes).  The word declared speaks of an unfolding in order to make known and can thus also be translated ‘revealed’.  Jesus, who lives in the bosom of the Father in the most intimate union and fellowship, revealed the person and character of the Father in His incarnation and ministry.  Reflect on the following verses in this context:

2 Corinthians 4:4-6  whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them.  5  For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus' sake.  6  For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Hebrews 1:1-3  God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets,  2  has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds;  3  who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

JOHN 1 VERSES 19-23

John 1:19-23  Now this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?"  20  He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, "I am not the Christ."  21  And they asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the Prophet?" And he answered, "No."  22  Then they said to him, "Who are you, that we may give an answer to those who sent us? What do you say about yourself?"  23  He said: "I am 'THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS: "MAKE STRAIGHT THE WAY OF THE LORD," ' as the prophet Isaiah said."

1:19-23  We have seen in verses 6-8 and 15 that the main purpose of the ministry of John the Baptist was to bear witness of the Light (v. 8).  His single goal was to focus the attention of everyone upon the true light, Jesus Christ.  In this paragraph (1:19-23) John the Baptist is once again brought on the stage by the apostle John.  The message is basically the same as in the previous verses, but the context is the enquiries of the Jewish religious establishment as to the identity, and by implication the authority, of the Baptist.  In a certain sense John is being interrogated by this delegation sent by ‘the Jews’.  He was not a part of their religious systems and had not been trained in the Rabbinic schools.  He was not identified with or recognised by the Pharisees, the Sadducess, or the Herodians.  Yet, they could not ignore him, for ‘Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him.’ (Mt. 3:5).  The remarkable circumstances surrounding his birth aroused interest and curiosity and perhaps even hope (Luke 1:65-66).  Furthermore, his public ministry caused the flames of Israel's messianic hopes to flare up: "While the people were filled with anticipation, and they all pondered in their hearts whether perhaps John could be the Christ" (Luke 3:15).

On the other hand, the rulers among the Jews desperately wanted to place him somewhere in their religious framework in order to get a handle on him, as it were.  It is difficult, however, to determine whether they only wanted to trap him in admitting that he was the Messiah, Elijah or the Prophet or to what extent they were really wondering whether he was in fact one of those personages prophesied of in their Scriptures.  It is probably a combination of both.

1:19  The testimony of John was the first of many in this gospel.  These witnesses are used by the apostle John to prove that Jesus was in fact the Messiah and Son of God (Jn. 20:30-31).  The term Jews is used 69 times by John to describe the ruling classes of Judea.  The term frequently carries an ominous connotation in the gospel of John (7:1; 9:22; 18:12-14).     

1:20  And he confessed, and denied not; and he confessed. John wanted to make it very clear that he was not the Christ.   The term "Christ" is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew term for "Messiah."

1:21  The last book in the Old Testament stated that Elijah should precede the Messiah (Malachi 4:5). The Jews interpreted this prophecy in a literal sense, and looked for the return of the actual Elijah (Mt. 17:10).  This literal Elijah did return, and was seen upon the Mount of Transfiguration before the crucifixion of our Lord (Mt. 17:3). The prophecy of Malachi referred to a spiritual Elijah,however, one who should come "in the spirit and power of Elijah", and in this sense John fulfilled Malachi's prediction (Luke 1:17; Matthew 11:14; Matthew 17:12).  He answers them very directly and even more tersely, ‘I am not.’   Still they do not let up and this time they wanted to know whether he was the Prophet.  This is an allusion to Deuteronomy 18:15-18 which predicted God would raise up a great prophet like Moses who would speak the very words of God.  While some in John's time interpreted this prophecy as referring to another forerunner of Messiah, the New Testament applies the passage to Jesus (Acts 3:22, 23; 7:37).  John finally answers even more plainly with a simple ‘No’.  

1:22  They now have no more guesses concerning John’s identity and ask him to state it directly, so that they would not have to return to the Sanhedrin without answers or some kind of handle on the Baptist. 

1:23  John identifies himself as ‘the voice’ of which Isaiah speaks.  He is simply a voice ‘crying in the wilderness’.  He is not ‘the Word’ (1:1), but the one who cries out of the wilderness of human desolation in order to prepare the way for ‘the Word’.  John was a voice pointing towards the present Word (v. 36); we should follow his example and recognise that we can only be voices pointing back towards the Word that has come (Gal. 4:4).  There can be only one ‘Word’.  Our highest calling and greatest humility is to point people in His direction.

JOHN 1 VERSES 24 TO 28

John 1:24-28  Now those who were sent were from the Pharisees.  25  And they asked him, saying, "Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?"  26  John answered them, saying, "I baptize with water, but there stands One among you whom you do not know.  27  It is He who, coming after me, is preferred before me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose."  28  These things were done in Bethabara beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

1:24-28  John the Baptist continues his testimony concerning Jesus in response to more questions by the Jews sent from Jerusalem.   

1:24  This seemingly insignificant detail about the identity of John's questioners is provided for us in order to cast light upon the question in verse 25.  The Pharisees were the strictest interpreters of the Jewish Scriptures and as such would be the ones expected to ask the question about John's baptism.    

1:25  The most significant washing-ritual at the time was the proselyte baptism.  It was a baptism performed when Gentiles converted to Judaism.  John is challenged concerning the authority for and purpose of his baptism if he is, as he says, not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet.  It seems as if his questioners are implying that those individuals have the right to make proselytes, but not John.  Yet, when the Christ was in fact revealed not long after this incident they questioned His authority as well (Mt. 21:23).  This shows that they were not really sincere, but were mostly concerned about the protection of their own authority and influence on the people of Israel.    

1:26  John implies that his baptism was merely an outward preparation by water of men's hearts, in order to get them ready for the One.  This One was standing among them and they did not know who He really was.

1:27  John says that even though this One would come after him in time, He was preferred before him.  In fact, John was not even worthy to loose His sandal strap.  Once again John diverts the attention away from himself to the eternal Word (v.1).  John did not want to be compared to Christ in any way, for he could only point to the true Way (Jn.14:6).  Consider 2 Cor. 4:5 in this context:

2 Corinthians 4:5  For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus' sake.

1:28  The exact location of Bethabara is not known.  It is clear, however, that it was somewhere in the desert, East of the Jordan River.

JOHN 1 VERSES 29 TO 34

John 1:29-34  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  30  This is He of whom I said, 'After me comes a Man who is preferred before me, for He was before me.'  31  I did not know Him; but that He should be revealed to Israel, therefore I came baptizing with water."  32  And John bore witness, saying, "I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and He remained upon Him.  33  I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 'Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.'  34  And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God."

1:29-34  John the Baptist continues his witness to Jesus by publicly declaring that He is 'the Lamb of God'.  This statement succinctly yet powerfully reveals the mission of Jesus (Mt. 1:21).  It is also the consummation of the ministry of John the Baptist.  What an honour for a man to proclaim for the first time the redemptive purpose of God as revealed in the person of Jesus!  The Baptist's proclamation should be understood in the light of the clearly stated purpose of the gospel of John (Jn. 20:31).  From verse 19, where the testimony of John the Baptist began, a certain tension has been building with regard to his mission.  This tension is broken in this portion.  It begins in verse 29 with the statement that Jesus is 'the lamb of God' and ends with the statement in verse 34 that He is 'the Son of God'.  This is a rich redemptive passage.  It reveals Jesus as ‘the Lamb of God’, the eternal one (v.31), the Baptizer with the Holy Spirit (v.33), and the ‘Son of God’(v.34).  We need to pay attention to every one of these designations if we are to walk in the fullness of God’s redemption.  Note that even more titles follow in the next passage (1:35-51).

1:29  This statement by John the Baptist is undoubtedly one of the most powerful redemptive statements ever made and probably the most dramatic.  Jesus is not a lamb of God, He is the lamb of God.  All the lambs and sacrifices that where offered in the Old Testament were only types of this lamb.  Without Him they would have had no power, for the blood of Jesus is effective both for the future and for the past (Rev. 13:8).  Jesus died at a certain time in human history, but the efficacy of His death is not restricted to time.  "The question in the Old Testament is, 'Where is the lamb?' (Gen. 22:7) In the four Gospels, the emphasis is 'Behold the Lamb of God!' Here He is! After you have trusted Him, you sing with the heavenly choir, ‘Worthy is the Lamb!’ (Rev. 5:12)” (Warren Wiersbe)

1:30  The Baptist here hints at what he said the previous day (v.27).  John refers to Jesus as a Man, but he also says that this Man was before him, thereby implying that He is no ordinary man.  He is the Eternal One; He is the eternal Word (v.1).  John was born before Him and his ministry preceded His, but Jesus has in every sense the preference in the plan of salvation; as is made abundantly clear in this passage.

1:31  Even though John and Jesus were relatives (cf. Luke 1:36), John did not know that Jesus was the promised Messiah.  God had to reveal it to John supernaturally at the baptism of Jesus (Mt. 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22).  This baptism is not recorded in the gospel of John.  It happened before the events recorded here.  The Baptist further clarifies his own mission by saying that he came baptizing with water so that the ‘Lamb of God’(v.34) could be revealed to Israel.

1:32  In the synoptic gospels we are told that Jesus saw the descent of the Spirit as a dove (Mt. 3:16; Mark 1:10).  The Apostle John here reveals that John the Baptist also saw it.  The Baptist emphasizes the fact that He remained upon Him (cf. Isa. 11:2). 

1:33  The Baptist once again mentions the fact that he did not know beforehand that Jesus was the Messiah.  He says in effect that God the Father sent him to baptize with water and also told him explicitly 'Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’  We have to note the importance of John’s insistence that the Spirit remained on Jesus (v.32-33).  It shows that the relationship of Jesus with the Spirit was a permanent one.  Also note the contrast between John’s water baptism and Jesus’ Spirit baptism.  John’s water baptism primarily dealt with the negative because it had to do with the remission of sins (cf. Mark 1:4), but Jesus’ Spirit baptism dealt with the positive in that it promised a new anointing available to all people (cf. Acts 2:17).  Furthermore, even though John’s baptism was unique and had a unique function in Scripture; any man can baptize with water.  But only God can baptize with the Spirit.  This One who baptizes with the Holy Spirit is therefore none other than God Himself.  This is explicitly revealed in the next verse.

1:34  John finally and unambiguously declares ‘this is the Son of God’.  This title clearly implies deity (cf. Ps. 2:7).  Note that the title ‘Messiah’ did not imply deity to those who heard it in the gospels.  Even the Twelve struggled to move beyond their view of Jesus as an eschatological deliverer of Israel.  John the Baptist makes this startling declaration without excuse, however.  This statement by the Baptist coincides with the Apostle John’s statements in verses 1 and 18 and it obviously forms part of the purpose of his gospel; to reveal the redemption wrought by the eternal Word, the Son of God.

John 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

John 1:18  No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.
John 20:31  but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.

JOHN 1 VERSES 35 TO 42

John 1:35-42  Again, the next day, John stood with two of his disciples.  36  And looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, "Behold the Lamb of God!"  37  The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.  38  Then Jesus turned, and seeing them following, said to them, "What do you seek?" They said to Him, "Rabbi" (which is to say, when translated, Teacher), "where are You staying?"  39  He said to them, "Come and see." They came and saw where He was staying, and remained with Him that day (now it was about the tenth hour).  40  One of the two who heard John speak, and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.  41  He first found his own brother Simon, and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which is translated, the Christ).  42  And he brought him to Jesus. Now when Jesus looked at him, He said, "You are Simon the son of Jonah. You shall be called Cephas" (which is translated, A Stone).

1:35-42  This portion, together with the following one (1:43-51), describes the calling of the first disciples of Jesus.  We may glean some valuable lessons concerning discipleship from this section of John’s gospel.  John the Baptist continues to divert attention away from himself in order to exalt Jesus.  It would seem as if he deliberately directs the attention of his disciples toward Jesus, so that they would follow Him.  The way in which Jesus responds to the approaching disciples not only speaks volumes about His character and mission, but also sensitises us to the honest and direct way in which we need to deal with those who ask us about the Jesus whom we love and serve.
1:35  Two of John’s disciples were standing with him on this third day from the time that the priests and Levites approached John.   One of these disciples was Andrew (Jn.1:40) and the other one was most likely John the Apostle who wrote the gospel.  John never refers to himself directly in this book.  

1:36  John the Baptist repeats the statement he had made the previous day concerning the mission and ministry of Jesus.  It seems that he wanted his disciples to follow Jesus, knowing that He is the greater One and also the only Saviour.  This is very significant in terms of John’s discipleship methods.  We should always strive to attach our disciples to Jesus and not to ourselves.  We should, as it were, work ourselves out of a discipling job.  We need to constantly point those whom we disciple to Christ.  This is undoubtedly the primary principle in terms of discipleship.  There are so many ministries today that seek to make believers dependent on themselves, instead of totally dependent on Christ.  Our aim in discipleship should always be the condition that Ephesians 4 verse 13 (and further) describes so beautifully:

‘…till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;’

1:37  When the two disciples of John heard his confession about the mission and ministry of Jesus, they immediately responded by following Him.  Our disciples and even those whom we seek to bring to faith in Christ need to hear that we acknowledge Jesus as the only One who can bring life.  We need to focus their attention on Jesus and not in the first place on ourselves, our church or our denomination.  We also need to urge immediate obedience from those to whom we testify about Jesus.  It is crucial for those who want to follow Jesus that they would respond immediately to His voice.  Consider the following verses of Scripture in this light:

Heb. 3:7-8  Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: "TODAY, IF YOU WILL HEAR HIS VOICE,  8  DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS AS IN THE REBELLION, IN THE DAY OF TRIAL IN THE WILDERNESS,

1:38  The words then Jesus turned seems to speak of the turning of God towards man in the incarnation (Jn. 1:1, 14).  Jesus immediately tests the motives of these would-be disciples with His question "What do you seek?".  His question is straightforward and to the point.  Jesus never minces words when we seek to follow Him.  At the same time we need to realise that even though Jesus was very direct, He was also very eager to respond to earnest seekers.  After all, He came to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10).  The term Rabbi was a Jewish title meaning literally “a great one,” and was applied to a teacher or master in the Jewish schools.  The disciples’ use of this title reveals their willingness to be taught by Jesus.  No man who approaches Jesus can expect to be helped if he is not willing to come as a complete novice; eager to learn.  This is the heart of true discipleship.  The disciples’ question "where are You staying?", signifies their wish to be with Him and to be instructed by Him.  

1:39  Jesus responds favourably and immediately to the answer of the disciples and simply says to them "Come and see."  For those who earnestly desire the salvation offered by the Lamb of God, this is enough.  They will follow Him, because they can hear the call of God in His words (Jn. 10:27).  Consider also Psalms 34:8  ‘Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him!’

1:40  One of the two disciples was the brother of Simon Peter.  We are given this information in order to tell us how the Apostle Peter came to follow Jesus.

1:41  Having spent some time with Jesus, Andrew is eager to share the ‘heavenly bread’ with others.  The first person that he either approaches, or lights upon, is his own brother Simon.  It is clear from the gospel declaration made to his brother Simon that whatever Andrew heard in the time he spent with Jesus convinced him that He was indeed the Messiah.  Every man who has been graciously exposed to the gospel of Christ should endeavour to share this good news with others and his first attention should be fixed upon those of his own family circle.  It should, however, not even be necessary to make such an appeal, for the gospel carries within itself an inevitable thrust to share its riches (cf. Acts 4:20).  ‘After he and the other disciple departed from Christ, being affected with the grace bestowed upon him, and his heart warm with the conversation he had had with him, and transported with joy at finding the Messiah, goes in all haste in search of his relations, friends, and acquaintances, to communicate what he had seen and heard, in order to bring them to the knowledge of the same; for such is the nature of grace, it is very communicative, and those that have it, are very desirous that all others should be partakers of it…’ (John Gill).
1:42  Once again, Jesus immediately and very straightforwardly responds to the approach of a disciple.  Jesus not only calls him at first sight Simon, by his present name, but also tells him what his future name should be.  The word Cephas is a Syriac word, meaning the same as the Greek word Peter, a stone.  Jesus immediately and supernaturally announces Peter’s natural identity by stating his present name and the name of his father, but He also declares his future and spiritual identity in calling him Cephas.  Jesus knows us by name and His call to salvation also includes a call to ministry in His kingdom.  Peter was called Cephas by Jesus to reveal the fact that he would not only be a lively stone in the spiritual building, the church, but would also have a considerable role to play in the establishment and growth of the church.

JOHN 1 VERSES 43 TO 51

John 1:43-51  The following day Jesus wanted to go to Galilee, and He found Philip and said to him, "Follow Me."  44  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.  45  Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph."  46  And Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see."  47  Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said of him, "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!"  48  Nathanael said to Him, "How do You know me?" Jesus answered and said to him, "Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you."  49  Nathanael answered and said to Him, "Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!"  50  Jesus answered and said to him, "Because I said to you, 'I saw you under the fig tree,' do you believe? You will see greater things than these."  51  And He said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man."
1:43-51  John the Apostle continues to present to us an account of the preparation of some of the disciples; preceding Jesus' formal appointment of the Twelve.   Philip and Nathaneal hear the call of Jesus in this passage.  The interaction between Philip and Nathaneal and then Jesus and Nathaneal continues to unveil to us the way in which Jesus dealt with those who heard His call and subsequently followed Him.  Jesus is still today calling disciples, primarily through those who have already become disciples.  In Matthew 28 verse 19 we are given the command to make disciples.  For all those who have ears to hear the gospels present marvelous instruction through the life of Jesus concerning the modus operandi for disciple-making.  It is not always possible to directly apply these examples in the life of Jesus to our situations and circumstances, but there are always principles to be extracted and applied.  In John 20 verse 21 Jesus said '...as the Father sent me, I also send you.'  We have the same commission and therefore the same kingdom principles are applicable in our ministry on earth.      

1:43  Note that Jesus found Philip.  There is no one who seeks after God, but the Father draws and the Son came to seek and save the lost (Rom. 3:11; Jn. 6:44; Luke 19:10).  Once again Jesus speaks frankly and directly to His would-be follower.  Jesus does not ask, but commands (cf. Acts 17:30).  He is unlike any other religious leader in history.  He is not just another great leader or teacher.  He is the God-man through whom and for whom everything was created (see Jn. 1:3 and Col. 1:16).         

1:44  Philip was a native of Bethsaida in Galilee.  Mark 1:21, 29 says that Peter’s house was in Capernaum, but John here reveals that he was from Bethsaida.  Peter and Andrew probably grew up in Bethsaida and later moved to Capernaum.  Even so, they were still identified with their hometown.

1:45  Philip was eager to share his discovery of the Messiah with Nathaneal.  It says he found Nathaneal, indicating that he went looking; wanting to share his joy.  We learn from John 21 verse 2 that Nathaneal was a Galilean, from ‘Cana in Galilee’.  He was one of the Twelve and was called Bartholomew in the other Gospels.  In his testifying to the identity of Jesus, Philip draws Nathaneal’s attention to the Old Testament promises of the Messiah.  The focus of the entire Old Testament is the foreshadowing and promise of the Messiah.  Both Moses and the prophets refer to His coming.  Consider the following scriptures in this regard: Deut. 18:15, Deut. 18:18; Gen. 49:10; Gen. 3:15; Isa. 53:1-12; Isa. 9:6-7; Dan. 9:24-27; Jer. 23:5-6.  Philip speaks of Jesus of Nazareth, even though he might have known that he was born at Bethlehem, in fulfillment of the prophecy in Micah 5 verse 2:

"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, From everlasting."

1:46  Nathanael inquires whether anything good can come out of Nazareth.  Nazareth was economically and politically insignificant and did not have a good name at the time.  Philip simply answers that he must come and see for himself.  Without reasoning,  speculating or arguing he challenges Nathanael to conduct his own examination of Jesus.  Sometimes this is the best we can do; to simply point people to Christ (in the Scriptures and in the church, the Body of Christ on earth, in our case) and tell them to judge for themselves.  They should, of course, also be able to see the fruit of His life in us (Mt. 5:13-14; Gal. 5:22-23).  

1:47  Jesus again reveals by His divine insight into the character of Nathaneal and the authoritative way in which He speaks, that He is no mere man.  Jesus does not debate, question or argue; He simply makes the statement:  "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!"  This does not mean that Nathanael was not a sinner like everyone else and also in need of salvation.  It simply means that he was an upright and sincere man.   It is also interesting that the word translated "deceit" is "Jacob" in the Septuagint. Jacob was a deceitful man. He swindled his brother Esau out of his blessing and birthright and tricked his uncle Laban out of the better part of his possessions.  Jacob was only transformed the night when he wrestled with the Lord in the valley of Jabbok (Gen. 32:22-28). 

1:48  Despite his skepticism (v.46) Nathanael is intrigued and wants to know how it could be possible for Jesus to know him without ever having met him.  Nathaneal immediately knew Jesus' statement concerning his character was not flattery, but a simple statement of truth.  Jesus then reveals information to Nathanael that could not have been known to Jesus in a natural sense.  He tells him that He saw him under the (not a) fig tree even before Philip called him.  Jesus revealed to Philip that He was the Son of God by telling him that He knew all about him.
1:49  Nathanael can only reply in awe and wonder “Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”  With two simple statements Jesus transformed Nathaneal from a skeptic to a true believer.  It is indeed true that 'no one ever spoke like this Man' (Jn. 7:46)

1:50  Jesus is saying in effect that this is only the beginning.  Nathaneal would be privy to greater things in the near future.  What an astounding impact these statements by Jesus must have had on Nathaneal.  Only Jesus can turn a man's life around this radically with such an economy of words! 

1:51  Whenever the words ‘most assuredly’ is used by Jesus a very important statement follows.  It also expresses the certainty of what Jesus is saying.  Jesus emphasises the fact that His words must be heeded and that they will certainly come to pass.  He says to Nathaneal hereafter you shall see heaven open.  This open heaven is based on the incarnation (Jn. 1:1, 14).  The Word, who has always been with God and who is God, became flesh and revealed His glory.  The angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man probably has reference to Jacob’s dream about a ladder from heaven in Genesis 28 verse 12.   The term Son of Man is Jesus’ favourite self-designation.  He used it more then eighty times.  It has an eschatological significance (Dan. 7:13-14) and it is pregnant with implications for the children of men.  Consider Luke 2 verses 12 to 14 in this context:
12  And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger."  13  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying:  14  "Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!"

Heaven has indeed been open since the incarnation of Jesus and all who would turn to Jesus and trust in Him alone for salvation may experience, as it were, a union with heaven even while on earth (1 Tim. 2:5; Eph. 2:6).
JOHN 2 VERSES 1 TO 11

John 2:1-11  On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there.  2  Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding.  3  And when they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, "They have no wine."  4  Jesus said to her, "Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come."  5  His mother said to the servants, "Whatever He says to you, do it."  6  Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, according to the manner of purification of the Jews, containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece.  7  Jesus said to them, "Fill the waterpots with water." And they filled them up to the brim.  8  And He said to them, "Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the feast." And they took it.  9  When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom.  10  And he said to him, "Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have well drunk, then the inferior. You have kept the good wine until now!"  11  This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him.
2:1-11  This passage is rich in meaning and symbolism.  It begins to reveal the sovereign authority of Jesus in His earthly ministry.  The fact that His first miracle, or sign as it is called in the gospel of John, was done at a wedding feast is very significant.  The culmination of our redemption is the marriage supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19:7-9).  This Lamb of God is also the Bridegroom and He has the ability to bring fullness of joy in the marriage relationship; as signified by the quality of the wine that Jesus supernaturally produced at this feast (v.10).  There are lessons both for the natural and the spiritual to be drawn from this incident.  Jesus did His first miracle at a wedding feast.  This is not where one would expect a religious leader to commence his ministry.  We thus see that life in Christ produces joy, in contrast with humanly contrived religion that often focuses on ascetic practices.  To be sure, we are called in Christ to deny ourselves and to buffet our bodies (1 Cor. 9:27), but we may even now experience the joy of the Lord in the midst of any form of suffering.  Furthermore, we must live in the consciousness of that marriage supper of the Lamb that awaits us.  Again, the marriage bond between husband and wife is only a shadow of that bond that we have with Christ (Eph. 5:30-32), nevertheless even in the natural marriage Christ alone can bring joy, when both husband and wife does whatever He says (v. 5).  
2:1  The wedding took place on the third day after the calling of Philip and Nathanael (1:43).  This may also be a symbolic and thus prophetic reference to the day of Christ’s resurrection (1 Cor. 15:4), when everything would become new.  We serve God in the newness of the Spirit (Rom. 7:6), on the basis of the resurrection of Christ.  John’s reference to the mother of Jesus shows that he wanted to demonstrate at the hand of Jesus’ dealings with His mother at this wedding, the divine identity and mission of Jesus.
2:2  Besides Jesus and His disciples, Mary also attended the wedding; this suggests that the wedding may have been for a relative or family friend.  The disciples that were invited to the wedding with Jesus are the five mentioned in chapter one: Andrew, Simon Peter, Philip, Nathanael, and the unnamed disciple (1:35) who was certainly John, who also witnessed this miracle.
2:3  In the ancient world wine was diluted with water.  Nevertheless, the fact that Jesus changed water into wine shows that he was no ascetic (Mt. 11:19).  The Bible clearly and unequivocally condemns drunkenness (Eph. 5:18), but it does not necessarily censure the use of wine; yet such use should always be with consideration of others (Rom. 14:21).  The bridegroom was responsible for the wedding feast and it must have been a huge embarrassment for him when the wine ran out.  Mary knew where to go in time of need; do we?

2:4  Jesus addresses His mother as ‘woman’ signifying that He knew she approached Him as more than a mere man (v.3) and therefore He answered her in His capacity as the divine Deliverer.  It could be that Jesus said to Mary my hour has not yet come to indicate that He knew about the problem with the wine, but He would deal with it in His own way when the crisis became more acute and the need was at its greatest.  Alternatively it could mean that the hour for Jesus to die has not yet come (cf. Jn. 7:30; 8:20; 12:20,27; 13:1).  The main point is, however, that Jesus was not moved primarily by human need, but rather by the command of His Father and the restrictions of His mission to seek and save the lost (Jn. 6:38 and 10:10).   Even His miracles were done to confirm His divine mission.  
2:5  Despite Jesus’ seemingly harsh treatment of Mary, she knew that He was no ordinary man and she gave the servants the best advice one could ever give anyone: "Whatever He says to you, do it."  Absolute obedience to Jesus Christ is the most blessed course of action one could ever consider.
2:6  Since man was created on the sixth day (Gen. 1:27, 31) the six waterpots could signify created man.  The purification of the Jews had to do with outward and ritual cleansing, but man’s real need was to receive new life.  This is signified by the new wine that Jesus miraculously produced; the new wine speaking of a New Covenant (Mt. 9:17; 2 Cor. 5:17; Heb. 8:10).  The amount of wine, six waterpots of stone containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece, signifies the abundance of God’s grace revealed in the New Covenant.
2:7  Even though Mary told the servants to do whatever Jesus said to do, they must have wondered what good water would do at a wedding feast.  Yet they obeyed and we may learn a profound lesson from their obedience.  In any situation of need we should first ask what the will of Jesus is for the specific situation and then obey unreservedly.   The fact that they filled the waterpots up to the brim with water shows that nothing else could be added.  Hence it was shown undoubtedly to be a miracle.  

2:8  Their obedience is tested even more; and they pass the test.  
2:9  The master of the feast tasted and immediately had something to say about the quality of wine.  No one can taste the new wine of the kingdom without seeking to share this knowledge.  Grace experienced will always lead to the desire to make known that experience.
2:10  The master of the feast expresses surprise at the quality of the wine and astonishment that the bridegroom reversed the usual order of serving.  The best wine was kept for last.  This signifies the blessings of the New Covenant (Mt. 9:17).  
2:11  The miracles that Jesus did are called ‘signs’ in the gospel of John to indicate that they have a deeper significance than just the act of divine intervention.  To those who believe the deeper message is revealed.  It is also noteworthy that Moses’ first miracle was to turn water into blood (Ex. 7:19) and that the wine in this miracle at Cana represents the blood of Jesus by which He would give new life to all who believed in Him (Mt. 26:28).  Jesus had begun to manifest the glory for which He came into the world (Jn. 1:1, 14) and His disciples believed in Him. 
JOHN 2 VERSES 12 TO 17

John 2:12-17  After this He went down to Capernaum, He, His mother, His brothers, and His disciples; and they did not stay there many days.  13  Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  14  And He found in the temple those who sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the money changers doing business.  15  When He had made a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen, and poured out the changers' money and overturned the tables.  16  And He said to those who sold doves, "Take these things away! Do not make My Father's house a house of merchandise!"  17  Then His disciples remembered that it was written, "ZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE HAS EATEN ME UP."
2:12-17  In this passage we see Jesus react with righteous indignation to the corrupt practices prevalent at the time.  His violent reaction is indicative of the importance of the temple in God's economy of salvation.  John is the only evangelist who records this early visit to Jerusalem and the events that took place at that time.  His gospel focuses primarily on Jerusalem and the Passover feasts in that location.  This is Jesus' first self-revelation to the city of Jerusalem.  The Lord began and ended His public ministry with a cleansing of the temple at the feast of Passover (cf. Mt. 21:12-13; Luke 19:45-46). In the previous section Jesus turned water into wine indicating that He was the giver of life and in this section Jesus cleansed the temple showing that this new life is meant for the building of His true temple, the Body of Christ (Eph. 2:19-22).  
2:12  The words after this is a connective phrase used often in the gospel of John when the author moves from one scene to the next (2:12; 5:1; 11:7; 19:28,38).  At this early stage of His ministry, Jesus had an entourage consisting of His closest family and His disciples.  Later in His ministry His brothers no longer walked with Him (7:5), but after His resurrection they believed (Acts 1:14) and James became a leader in the church.   God did not completely reject them because of their initial unbelief.  They were given more chances to believe.  We should, however, continue to proclaim the necessity of an immediate response to the Gospel and leave the rest up to God, who alone knows every human heart.
2:13  Jesus went up to Jerusalem at the time of the Passover for very specific reasons.  As a Jew Jesus was obligated to obey the law (Deut. 16:1-8), but He was also more than a Jew; He was the Son of God sent to the world as the Lamb of God.  This was the first of several Passover feasts that Jesus attended in His ministry.  Every time with a very specific agenda in terms of His heavenly mandate.

2:14  At the time of this incident the High Priest, Annas, and the temple officials were very corrupt according to the Jewish historian Josephus.  Jesus saw the buying and selling activities in the temple courtyard.  This barterin in the name of religion took place in the Court of the Gentiles.  Gentiles were not allowed into the temple itself.  There was a middle wall of separation that threatened Gentiles with immediate death on trepassing beyond that point, into the areas where only Jews were allowed (cf. Eph. 2:14).  Because of the noise and the tumultuous commercial activity it was, however, virtually impossible for the Gentiles to worship God with reverence in their own court, at the time.  This incident should alarm us to the danger of the impending judgment of God on all motives of commercial gain and its concomitant obscuring of the purposes of God in church life today.

2:15  The Son of God is deeply offended at those who profane His Father's house.  The hands that created the world fashions a whip and cleanses God's designated place of worship.  Nothing else in His earthly ministry caused Jesus to act with such violence against offenders.  
2:16  16  And He said to those who sold doves, "Take these things away! Do not make My Father's house a house of merchandise!"   Jesus not only acts, but also commands with authority.  He speaks in the imperative tense indicating that He is not making a suggestion or merely an appeal to obey.  It is true that the dispensation of a temple made with the hands of men was passing away.  Nevertheless, that temple still symbolically represented the place where God wanted to make His abode (cf. 1 Cor. 3:16).  Jesus calls the temple My Father's house, clearly indicating thereby that He is the Son of God and the Messiah.
2:17  The disciples were probably reminded by the Holy Spirit of Psalm 69:9 where it was predicted that the Messiah would be consumed with zeal for the house of God.  Why such a great zeal?  Because the temple in Jerusalem represented the central focus of the worship of God on earth.  Furthermore, it also represented the fact that God wanted to live amongst men.  Again, because the temple was the shadow of which the believer's body and the gathering of true believers as the Body of Christ was the reality.  God made man for Himself; to reflect the glory of His being and this is especially seen in God's dealings with the church (Eph. 3:21).  The central focus of God's economy of salvation is to build for Himself a temple in the Spirit (Eph. 2:19-22) with the living stones of redeemed people (1 Pet. 2:5).  The consummation of this focus will be the New Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband (Rev. 21:2).
JOHN 2 VERSES 18 TO 22

John 2:18-22  So the Jews answered and said to Him, "What sign do You show to us, since You do these things?"  19  Jesus answered and said to them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up."  20  Then the Jews said, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?"  21  But He was speaking of the temple of His body.  22  Therefore, when He had risen from the dead, His disciples remembered that He had said this to them; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had said.

2:18-22  The Jews demand a sign from Jesus to verify His Messianic act (the cleansing of the temple).  His answer mysteriously alludes to His death and resurrection and they are baffled at this strange response.  How could He rebuild a temple in three days that has taken forty-six years to build?  The resurrection of Jesus has reference not only to His own body, but also to the church, the Body of Christ; the temple that God had in mind as His dwelling from the very beginning (cf. Ps. 132:13; Eph. 2:19-22).
2:18  The Jews probably refers to the religious authorities who were responsible for the administration of the temple and who made good money out of the commercial dealings in the Court of the Gentiles.  Nevertheless, their demand for a sign was not entirely ungrounded since they interpreted His actions as a claim to Messiahship.  They wanted Jesus to do some kind of miracle on demand to authenticate His Messianic actions (cf. 1 Cor. 1:22-23).  Because of their unbelief their eyes were closed to the significance of the signs that Jesus did perform, however (cf. Jn. 4:54).  His death and resurrection became a sign unto condemnation for them (2 Cor. 2:15-16).  Consider the following verses in this regard:

Malachi 3:1-3  "Behold, I send My messenger, And he will prepare the way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, Will suddenly come to His temple, Even the Messenger of the covenant, In whom you delight. Behold, He is coming," Says the LORD of hosts.  2  "But who can endure the day of His coming? And who can stand when He appears? For He is like a refiner's fire And like launderers' soap.  3  He will sit as a refiner and a purifier of silver; He will purify the sons of Levi, And purge them as gold and silver, That they may offer to the LORD An offering in righteousness.

John 6:30  Therefore they said to Him, "What sign will You perform then, that we may see it and believe You? What work will You do?

Luke 11:29  And while the crowds were thickly gathered together, He began to say, "This is an evil generation. It seeks a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah the prophet. 

2:19.  Jesus responds with a symbolic allusion to His death and resurrection.  This answer perfectly aligns with His statement in Luke 11 verse 29 (see above).

2:20  The Jews do not understand what Jesus is referring to and instead point to the construction of the physical temple.  Through the death and resurrection of Jesus the Jewish tradition of temple worship established by God Himself was demolished and a new order of worship was introduced (cf. Jn. 4:21-23).  This is most significant, not only for the Jews, but even for Christians who hold to various forms of temple worship that cause the character of New Covenant worship to be obscured.

2:21  Jesus was referring to the temple of which the physical temple was only a type.  The Jews tried to hold on to the type and missed the reality.  The type was completely destroyed by the Romans in 70 A.D. as prophesied by Jesus in Matthew 24 verse 2.  We should make sure that we are holding on to the reality, Christ Himself, and not mere shadows (cf. Col. 2:16-23).  Jesus demonstrated in His life on earth that it was possible for a man to be indwelt by the living God.  He was indeed the God-man and we are not, but we are members of His body on earth and as such we are now the temple of God (cf. 1 Cor. 6:19; Eph. 4:12).  

2:22  The disciples understood that Jesus was the Messiah ( v. 17;1:41,45,49), but not that He was speaking of the resurrection of His body.  This understanding only dawned on them when Jesus had risen from the dead.  Hence, Jesus’ statement was meant to both baffle the unbelieving Jews and instruct the disciples prophetically.  
JOHN 2 VERSES 23 TO 25
John 2:23-25  Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His name when they saw the signs which He did.  24  But Jesus did not commit Himself to them, because He knew all men,  25  and had no need that anyone should testify of man, for He knew what was in man.

2:23-25  In these few brief verses we see once more the Deity of Jesus revealed in His knowledge of the human heart.  Jesus knew both the general condition of every human heart and the specific condition of the individual’s heart.  He did not need the external testimony of anyone in order to really know a person intimately and thoroughly.  When we evangelise people we should always bear in mind this fact.  Even though we do not know the hearts of people in this flawless way, our Saviour does and we need to allow Him to guide us to be effective fishers of men (Mt. 4:19).  He will lead us by His Spirit to fruitfully witness to people according to the specific demand of every situation.  This is one of the reasons why evangelism must always be bolstered by fervent prayer and sensitivity to the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  This may be clearly seen in the modus operandi of the apostles in the book of Acts.
2:23  During this extremely busy Passover time in Jerusalem many saw the signs which Jesus did and were, at least intellectually, persuaded that He was who He said He was.  In the context of this whole passage (vv. 23-25) it would appear that those who believed in His name in this instance, did so with unacceptable motives.
2:24  Jesus knew the heart of all people generally and their motives specifically.  He knew that the Fall of man (Gen. 3) caused a rebellion towards the will of God to enter man’s heart (Rom. 3:11) and He also knew that only those who were willing to lose their life could be truly changed through regeneration and consequent transformation.  Furthermore, Jesus knew the motive of every individual heart and therefore He did not commit Himself to those who came for the wrong reasons.  He would not bring them into the circle of genuine disciples where they would be exposed to more intimate teaching (cf. Mt. 7:6).

2:25  Jesus knew man by divine revelation.  This is clear from several examples, even in this gospel alone.  Consider the following cases:  Jesus knew the character of Simon (1:42) and He knew what Nathanael was like (1:46ff).  He told the Samaritan woman “all things” that she had ever done (4:29) and He knew that the Jewish leaders did not have God’s love in their hearts (5:42).  He knew that one of his disciples was not truly a believer (6:64), He saw the repentance in the heart of the adulteress (8:10–11) and the murder in the hearts of his enemies (8:40ff).  Several times in the Upper Room message, Jesus revealed to his disciples their own inward thoughts and questions.  Not only do these instances of divine insight reveal to us the character of our Saviour, but they also form part of the stated purpose of John’s gospel (20:31).  Only the Son of God could have had this kind of flawless insight into human character and motive on so many differing occasions.  
JOHN 3 VERSES 1 TO 3
John 3:1-3  There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.  2  This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him."  3  Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."
3:1-3  These three verses are the introduction to one of the most important passages in the entire Bible (3:1-21).  The doctrines of the new birth and salvation by faith are very clearly presented by Jesus in this passage.  In this preamble to the passage we are introduced to a man named Nicodemus who represents a hesitant, but nevertheless earnest follower of Christ.  In His interaction with Nicodemus Jesus goes right to the heart of the issue and makes an absolute statement about man’s greatest need.  If a man is not born anew he cannot even see the kingdom of God, let alone enter that kingdom.  Further on in the same passage Jesus shows that only those who place their entire trust in Him (3:15-16, 18) will experience this regeneration which He insists upon.
3:1  Nicodemus was of the party of the Pharisees and hence a religious man.  Furthermore, he was also a ruler of the Jews which indicates that he was an influential man and probably a member of the Jewish council that investigated John the Baptist (1:42).  From the data that we have about Nicodemus it is fair to assume that he was a also a morally upright man.  The fact that he calls Jesus Rabbi, a title of honour, whilst himself being a ruler of the Jews and probably a much older man than Jesus shows that he was a humble man.  It is such a man as this who represents humanity as those who stand in need of regeneration.  No amount of culture, status, learning, morality, refinement or any other human attribute or accomplishment can serve as a substitute for the new birth.
3:2  The fact that he came to Jesus by night indicates that he did not want to be openly associated with Jesus.  Nevertheless, Jesus saw his heart and knew that he had a true interest in the Lamb of God (1:29).  Some time later he protests the condemnation of Jesus without a hearing (7:50–52) and after the crucifixion he brings a lavish gift of spices to anoint the body of Christ (19:38–42).  This proves that Jesus correctly judged his true motives despite his initial hesitance in being openly associated with Jesus.  
3:3  Jesus answers Nicodemus with a very straightforward statement about the real issue and He emphasises the importance of His statement with the words ‘‘most assuredly’’.  You cannot even see the kingdom of God if you are not born from above.  The Greek word translated again can mean either “from above” or “anew.”  The individual who places his entire trust for salvation in Jesus (3:15-16) has his spirit at that very moment quickened by the Holy Spirit (Eph. 2:1).  He receives eternal life, instantly becomes a new creation and as a consequence everything becomes new to him.  Nothing can ever be the same to those who have been born again.  Only those who have been born again can perceive spiritual matters (1 Cor. 2:10, 13-16) and are thus enabled to truly understand the Scriptures and see things from heaven’s point of view.  Those who have had their spirit quickened have by virtue of that fact a completely new way of relating to God and of serving Him (Phil. 3:3; Rom. 1:9a).

JOHN 3 VERSES 4 TO 8

John 3:4-8  Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?"  5  Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  6  That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  7  Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'  8  The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit."
3:4-8  Jesus elaborates on the supreme importance of the new birth in God’s economy of salvation and proceeds to unfold its inner workings in response to Nicodemus’ questions.
3:4  Nicodemus challenges the statement that Jesus made concerning the new birth with two questions.  How can it be possible for anyone to be born a second time?  It would only be possible if he could enter his mother’s womb again.  His response seems to indicate true perplexity and not rebellious inquiry.  His reaction shows that he was thinking merely in natural terms and did not understand that Jesus was referring to a spiritual reality.  The ritualistic externalisation of religion by the party to which Nicodemus belonged, the Pharisees, partially explains his mindset.
3:5  Jesus replies by once again strongly asserting the absolute necessity of a new birth and he again introduces His statement with the words ‘most assuredly’.  He also begins to elaborate on the kind of birth He is speaking about.  It is a birth of water and the Spirit.  To understand the phrase ‘of water and the Spirit’ we have to consider the way in which Nicodemus, as a teacher of the Old Testament (v. 10) would have (or should have) understood it.  The prophecy in Ezekiel 36:24-27 clearly links water and spirit (see also Num. 19:17–19; Ps. 51:9-10; Isa. 44:3–5).  Hence, Jesus is here speaking of the cleansing that accompanies regeneration by the Spirit.  Jesus states in no uncertain terms that it is impossible for anyone to enter the kingdom of God without being born anew.  
3:6  Jesus makes a distinction here that allows no exceptions.  There are only two categories that count with regard to spiritual matters.  That which is born of the natural life can never be or produce anything but natural life.  It may be ever so religious, but it remains in the realm of the natural.  That which is born of the Spirit, however, is by nature spirit, i.e. spiritual.  These two realms can never mix and therefore the absolute necessity of divine intervention is strongly implied by Jesus’ statement.  If flesh can only produce flesh then it leaves man in an impossible predicament, for nothing that he can do could ever change him from flesh to spirit.  God cannot have intimate fellowship with something and someone that does not partake of His life.  If you are going to have communion with God you must have His spiritual seed in you (1 John 3:9).  This is why 2 Peter 1:4 says that believers are 'partakers of the divine nature'.  There is nothing that anyone can do to or with the flesh to make it spirit.  You can dress it up, you can put a hat on it, you can make it say prayers, you can train it very zealously to act religiously, but that will not cause it to become spirit.   Moreover, you can make it recite creeds, you can teach it catechisms, you can take it through confirmation and various other rites and rituals, you can even ordain it to be a preacher, but it will not change the flesh into spirit.  You can make it attend Christian conferences, you can teach it to speak in tongues, you can make it sing all the 'right' Christian songs with the 'right' kind of music, baptise it as infant or adult, and give it the most wonderful experiences that thrill the emotions, but flesh will remain flesh.  You can cause it to do charitable things, you can send it to the mission field, you can force it to tithe regularly, but you will not change one iota of its basic nature.  You can teach it to act piously and devoutly in Christian company, give it all the right books to read and train it to mentally accumulate Scripture verses by the score, but its true colours will be revealed when the test comes.  No matter how much energy you expend to train and teach this flesh to become a religious expert it cannot but produce after its own kind, namely flesh.  Oh the sad and sorry plight of human religious activity apart from God's supernatural intervention.  There is only one solution for the flesh, it needs to be confronted boldly and told with deep conviction by the Spirit: 'You must be born again' (3:3)!

3:7  Nicodemus was obviously perplexed at Jesus’ statement about spiritual regeneration in verse 3.  We have to admit it does seem somewhat strange that Jesus would tell Nicodemus to not marvel at such a revolutionary statement.  He probably meant that the concept of new birth should not have been a complete surprise to someone who knew the Old Testament (cf. verse 10).  Furthermore, Jesus was there to explain it to him and who better to explain it than the Lord of life himself.  In this light Jesus was most likely drawing Nicodemus into a living faith, i.e. calling on him to believe so that he may understand.
3:8  Jesus explains to Nicodemus that the origin and destiny of a person’s new birth by the Spirit remains a mystery to those who are still only flesh, but the effect of this regeneration can be observed in his life; just as one may hear the wind with your physical ears, even though you cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes.  In the same way we can see the fruit on a tree, even though the roots are hidden from sight (see Mt. 5:16 and 2 Cor. 3:2-3).  A spiritually regenerated person has been born from above (heavenly realms) and is on his way to heaven.  Therefore the earthly-minded cannot understand those who have been born of the Spirit.  
JOHN 3 VERSES 9 TO 12

John 3:9-12  Nicodemus answered and said to Him, "How can these things be?"  10  Jesus answered and said to him, "Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not know these things?  11  Most assuredly, I say to you, We speak what We know and testify what We have seen, and you do not receive Our witness.  12  If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things?
3:9-12  The question and answer session between Nicodemus and Jesus continues in the first two verses of this passage, but from verse 11 to verse 21 the dialogue turns into a discourse on the importance of faith.  Nicodemus is still baffled by Jesus’ statements about the new birth.  Jesus expects Nicodemus to understand His teaching because Nicodemus should know the Old Testament (v. 10) and on that basis believe in Him as the expected Messiah (verses 11-12), the One who makes the new birth possible.
3:9  Jesus’ explanation of the nature of the new birth (v. 8) does not seem to illuminate the issue for Nicodemus.  He continues to question the concept.  He wants to know how it can even be possible for a person to experience such a birth with such a mysterious origin and destiny (v. 8).
3:10  Jesus calls Nicodemus the teacher of Israel, indicating that he was one of the most prominent and influential teachers in Israel and an outstanding religious authority.  The fact that not even he understood the teaching on the new birth, based on the OT (see v. 5), shows that the nation of Israel was spiritually bankrupt at the time.

3:11  Once again (cf. vv. 3 and 5) Jesus introduces a statement with the words ‘most assuredly’ to indicate the importance of what He is about to say.  From this verse to the end of verse 21 only Jesus speaks, uninterrupted by any questions.  He emphasises the importance of faith (the word “believe” is used seven times in these verses) proving that Nicodemus would only understand the new birth once he received the heavenly testimony (Cf. 1 Jn. 1:2).  Jesus specifically contrasts those who do not receive His testimony (the “you” in “you do not receive” is plural) with those who do believe (“we speak…”) and consequently see and enter the kingdom (vv. 3 and 5).  Jesus fully identifies Himself with all those who have been born from above (cf. 1 Cor. 2:9-16).  Hence His use of the plural personal pronoun “we”.  Nicodemus at this stage was reckoned with those in Israel who did not receive Jesus’ testimony (cf. 1:11), even though he later believed.  

3:12  Jesus is saying in effect that the new birth which takes place on earth (“earthly things”) in the inner man of one who believes, opens up the realm of heavenly things to the believing one (cf. 1 Cor. 2:6-7).  Hence “earthly things” here do not refer to things of an earthly nature, but rather to that which needs to happen to an individual on earth in order for him to understand heavenly things.  If Nicodemus did not understand the way to enter the kingdom he would never understand the things inside the heavenly kingdom.
JOHN 3 VERSES 13 TO 16

John 3:13-16  No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.  14  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up,  15  that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  16  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
3:13-16  Jesus continues with His emphasis on a response of faith to the message of the new birth.  In this passage one of, if not the, most well-known verse in the Bible, verse 16, is found.  It is exactly because of our familiarity with verse 16 that we may miss the profound message that it seeks to convey to unbelievers and the assurance it wants to grant believers.  
3:13  No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.  No one can ascend to heaven and then return from there to tell us what it is like in heaven, but Jesus came down directly from heaven (cf. 1:1).  Therefore He is uniquely qualified to speak of heavenly things.  Note the present tense; Jesus says He is in heaven (cf. 1:1, 14 and 18).  This verse can only be understood in the light of the deity of Christ.  Because He was God he could be on earth and at the same time in heaven.  Only Christianity has a heavenly message, for it is the only religion that has a Messenger who came directly from heaven according to this verse.   Jesus’ use of the title Son of Man in this context is very significant.  It shows that this heavenly God-man was on a mission to take those who believed in Him to heavenly places (cf. Jn. 14-17 and Eph. 2:6).

3:14  In this verse and the following Jesus reveals why He had to come down from heaven.  He uses the historical account of the bronze serpent in Numbers 21:5-9 as an analogy to illustrate the cross on which He had to die in order to be to all who would trust in Him (look upon Him) the Saviour from sin (Mt. 1:21).

3:15  Who may have eternal life?  Only those who believe.  Indeed it is whoever, but the condition remains fixed and unchanged; only those who believe in Christ will obtain eternal life and consequently circumvent the perishing spoken of in this verse.  All mankind have been bitten by the serpent (Gen. 3:1-13) and everyone is desperately sin-sick, but only those who look upon Christ crucified and place their trust in Him will be delivered from eternal damnation (Num. 21:5-9).
3:16  In the original Greek text the word ‘loved’ was placed before ‘God’, hence the emphasis is on the love of God.  He loved us before we loved Him.  In fact, 1 John 4 verse 19 says we love Him because He first loved us.  This verse reveals the extent of God’s love for the fallen ones whom He created in His own image and likeness (Gen. 1:26-27).  We see a fact, a condition and a promise in this verse.  The fact is that God loved the world so much that He gave His only begotten Son, the condition is faith in the Son and the promise is that God will grant eternal life to the believing ones.  It is when we replace God so loved the world with God so loved me and that whoever believes in Him with when I believe in Him that the gospel becomes to us personal, powerful and meaningful.  On that basis alone we are born again.  The character of this saving faith becomes more clear in the rest of John’s gospel.  John does not work with the concept of repentance in his gospel, but it is very clear in that the faith which he speaks of so many times is more than mere mental assent (cf. Jas. 2:19).  It is a complete trust in the faithfulness of Jesus and the fact that He is indeed the Son of God.  The phrase should not perish is repeated in this verse to emphasise the fact that God does not want people to perish.  How can He, if He loved so much that He gave His only begotten Son?  Consider the following verses in this context:

1 Timothy 2:3-4  For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,  4  who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
2 Peter 3:9  The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. 

JOHN 3 VERSES 17 TO 21
John 3:17-21  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.  18  "He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.  19  And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.  20  For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.  21  But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God."
3:17-21   Jesus continues to emphasise the importance of a faith response to the gospel.  In that sense verse 18 is the pivotal verse in this passage.  Jesus stresses the crucial place of faith against the background of the theme of condemnation.  God did not send His Son to condemn the world, but if anyone will not believe in the Son he places himself in a position of condemnation.  
3:17  What a marvelous verse this is.  In very plain language Jesus declares that He was not sent on a mission of condemnation, but on a mission of salvation.  God sent His Son for the express purpose of saving the world (cf. Luke 19:10).  The reason for this is given in verse 16.  It is because God 'so loved' that gave His Son to save the world.  The atoning work of Christ made it possible for all who receive Him to be saved (1:12).

3:18  By virtue of Jesus' mission of salvation, all those who believe in Him instantly moves out from under condemnation into the wonderful realm of abundant grace (see Rom. 5:17).  Even though Jesus was not sent into the world to condemn the world, those who do not place their trust in Jesus are already under condemnation and choose to remain in this terrible state. There is only one Saviour and only one Son of God.  If you do not believe in Him you are eternally condemned and the wrath of God remains on you (v. 36).  ''If a man will not believe on the Lord Jesus, God can do nothing else but condemn him.''  (William MacDonald)

3:19  Jesus came into the world to save people, not to condemn them (v. 17).  This is a clear and unequivocal statement of God's heart toward those whom He created in His image and likeness (Gen. 1:26-27).  In this context there remains only one basis for judgment and that is the rejection of God's salvation offered in His Son.  Sin has made man self-centered and proud.  The only way out of this condition is to turn against the darkness of sin in yourself and to accept the light of the gospel revealed in Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 4:6).  Some choose to remain in the realm of self-centeredness because they love the independence and self-indulgence more than the light of Christ's Lordship.        
3:20  Evil deeds have their source in a sinful self-interest and this self-interest cannot abide any competition.  It even hates the message of the pre-eminence of Christ and His exclusive claims to Lordship (Rom. 8:7).  Hence those who choose this self-interest above Christ will not come to the light, so that their deeds will not be exposed for what they really are.

3:21  The one who practices the truth is drawn to the light because he desires to make it evident that any good that he might do is only because of the goodness of God and nothing in himself.  He thus recognises the fact that Jesus alone can enlighten him (see 1:9; Ps. 36:9; Ps. 139:23-24).  The primary difference between those who believe in Jesus and those who do not is their attitude toward the light.  In terms of guilt before God both groups are in exactly the same boat (Rom. 3:23). 

JOHN 3 VERSES 22 TO 24
John 3:22-24  After these things Jesus and His disciples came into the land of Judea, and there He remained with them and baptized.  23  Now John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was much water there. And they came and were baptized.  24  For John had not yet been thrown into prison.

3:22-24   This passage is an introduction to the last testimony of John the Baptist in this gospel to the person and ministry of Christ.  
3:22  After the works that Jesus did in Jerusalem (2:23) and the long discourse He had with Nicodemus Jesus and His disciples went into what was probably the countryside of Judea.  Proselytizing and baptism were closely related and therefore John includes this verse in his gospel, leading up to the statement in verse 26.  It appears from this verse that Jesus personally baptized people, but it is clear from verse 2 of the following chapter (4:2) that ‘Jesus Himself did not baptize, but His disciples.’   Hence the importance of comparing scripture with scripture when we interpret the Word of God.
3:23  John the Baptist faithfully continued with his commission even after Jesus began His ministry.  He was still preaching repentance and baptizing those who heeded his message, with a view to their acceptance of the Messiah (Jn. 1:12).  The fact that the need for much water in order to baptize is specifically mentioned by the apostle John in this verse is at least an indication that this baptism was by immersion and not sprinkling or pouring.
3:24  John’s gospel was the last one written and this verse is included by John to fill the gap between ‘‘Jesus’ baptism and temptation and the Baptist’s imprisonment’’ (MacArthur Study Bible).  This proves that the four gospels complement each other and must be read both individually, to receive the Holy Spirit’s unique message in that gospel, and together, in order to connect all the dots of Jesus’ ministry.  This enables us to receive a comprehensive impression of His mighty and unrivaled ministry.  
JOHN 3 VERSES 25 TO 30
John 3:25-30  Then there arose a dispute between some of John's disciples and the Jews about purification.  26  And they came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you have testified—behold, He is baptizing, and all are coming to Him!"  27  John answered and said, "A man can receive nothing unless it has been given to him from heaven.  28  You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, 'I am not the Christ,' but, 'I have been sent before Him.'  29  He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom's voice. Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled.  30  He must increase, but I must decrease.

3:25-30   In this passage we see the deep humility of John the Baptist and the pre-eminence of Jesus.  At no time does John try to boost his own ministry in any way.  Even among his own disciples He constantly diverts the attention away from himself and onto Jesus.  He tells them plainly that he finds his greatest joy in seeing Christ acknowledged as the bridegroom who has come to obtain His bride.   He emphasises the fact that his ministry is only valid to the degree that it exalts Christ.  This principle holds for every New Testament ministry.  We should always keep God’s ultimate purpose in mind when we consider the goal of our ministry.  
3:25  It is difficult to determine exactly what this dispute was all about, but it is probably a safe assumption to see the purification spoken of here as referring to water baptism.  The Jews were probably arguing about the significance of John’s baptism and the baptism by the disciples of Jesus (Jn. 4:2) in the light of Old Testament purification laws.  They were most likely saying that these baptismal practices were illegitimate.
3:26  Agitated by the dispute with the Jews, John’s disciples approach him and question the legitimacy of Jesus baptizing and gathering disciples.  Their statement implies that John might have made a mistake in testifying to Jesus.  
3:27  Whether John is here referring to his own ministry or the ministry of Jesus is not clear, but the same principle applies in both cases.   True ministry is utterly dependent on instructions and blessing from above.  Only that which bears the heavenly seal of approval is legitimate.  Hence John’s ministry was not under his own control, but it was completely in the hands of God.  Likewise Jesus said that He was entirely governed by the will of his Father (Jn. 4:34).
3:28  John reminds his disciples that he had already told them what the boundaries of his ministry were.  His ministry was typical of all New Testament ministry in that it pointed towards Christ and downplayed its own prominence.  It was different only in the sense that John’s ministry was the culmination of all Old Testament ministry, pointing towards the rising star of Christ; whereas the ministries that follow point back to the star of Christ that has risen (see 1 Cor. 2:2).  
3:29  John here reveals the depth of his understanding of the role that he had to play, as he explains to his disciples that he was only the best man and not the bridegroom.  Therefore he rejoices in the fact that Jesus receives attention and is drawing disciples from all over.  He realised that Jesus was in the process of obtaining his bride and that he, i.e. John, had the privilege and joy of announcing the appearing of the bridegroom, as it were.
3:30  John the Baptist summarises everything he has said to his disciples about the person and ministry of Jesus with this profound and humble statement.  They should understand that his ministry was always meant to decrease together with the increase of the ministry of Jesus.  Even though this statement has a historical rather than a theological focus, it nevertheless contains a profound theological truth.  Historically the ministry of John the Baptist decreased as the ministry of Jesus increased.  It is also true, however, that every one of us needs to decrease so that Christ may increase and eventually be all in all.  Colossians 1 verse 19 says that ‘it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell.’  The ultimate purpose of every human life is to know Christ (Phil. 3:10), to learn Christ (Eph. 4:20) and to allow the Holy Spirit to form Christ in us (Gal. 4:19).  This can of course only happen in those who have been born again.  Hence all those who live outside of Christ are living a futile life bereft of the knowledge of the blueprint that God has predetermined before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4).
JOHN 3 VERSES 31 TO 36
John 3:31-36  He who comes from above is above all; he who is of the earth is earthly and speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all.  32  And what He has seen and heard, that He testifies; and no one receives His testimony.  33  He who has received His testimony has certified that God is true.  34  For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God does not give the Spirit by measure.  35  The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand.  36  He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."

3:31-36  John the Baptist continues to emphasise the pre-eminence of Jesus in ths passage.  In verse 35 he summarises, as it were, everything that he has said about Jesus.  There can be no comparison between the ministry of Jesus and any other ministry, because the Father has given everything into the hands of the Son.  It is not in the balance or subject to human intervention.  We can do nothing against the truth (2 Cor. 13:8).  We can only submit to it and experience the glory that is found only in submission to the pre-eminence of the Son (Col. 1:15-20). 
3:31  John reminds his disciples here that Jesus came from above and that He is nothing less than God.  Hence He is above all and His ministry may never be placed on the same level as any ministry of the old dispensation.  John the Baptist was the last of the old dispensation.  This was an earthly dispensation, whereas we must allow the word of the heavenly Man to dwell in us richly (see notes on 3:12).

3:32  Jesus came to earth to testify of heavenly things, to reveal the glory of heaven (1:14).  Jesus' testimony differs from others in the sense that He can bear direct testimony of heaven.  He revealed the heavenly Father.  No one can receive His testimony if it is not given him from above, for it is wholly heavenly.  Hence only those who open their hearts at the sound of the gospel call will receive divine enablement to accept this heavenly testimony.

3:33  The faith of those who receive this heavenly testimony becomes a certification of the fact that Christ has truly come to reveal the eternal God in human flesh (cf. Jn. 1:1, 14, 18). 

3:34  He was sent by the Father to speak the very words of the Father (cf. Jn. 7:16, 8:26). The words that He speaks are from the Father, but can only be spoken by the Spirit.  The Father gave Him the full supply of the Spirit for the words that He needed to speak.  The apostles stood in the same line under the authority and anointing of this One who had the Spirit without measure (cf. 1 Cor. 2:13).  All believers should live under the anointing of this One who has the Spirit without measure (1 Jn. 2:20).  The supply in Christ is limitless, but the fullness of the Spirit in us depends on the use we make of this limitless supply (Eph. 5:18; Col. 2:10, 3:16).  Hence it is futile to look for an individual anointing (Col. 2:19).  We are not Old Testament saints, we are those who stand under the Head in the Body of Christ (Eph. 4:15).  

3:35  This is one of the seven times in John's Gospel where we are told that the Father loves the Son.   In this verse we find the heavenly key to the gospel of John.  From a human perspective the book was written to bring us to a place of believing that Jesus is the Messiah in order to have life in His name (Jn. 20:31), but from a heavenly perspective it is a revelation of the Father’s eternal love for His Son and the authority that He has given Him over everything.

3:36  The only way to obtain eternal life is a living faith in the One whom the Father has appointed to be Lord and Saviour (Acts 4:12) of all.  The Father gave the Son authority to give everlasting life to all those who believe on Him (Jn. 17:2).  In our evangelistic endeavours we should never quote John 3 verse 16 without including this verse.  When we share the gospel with unbelievers we have to make sure that we remind them, not only of the love of God revealed in Christ and the necessity of faith in Him, but also of the fact that their rejection of this message will mean abiding wrath and eternal perdition.  ‘’Notice that there is nothing in this verse about keeping the law, obeying the Golden Rule, going to church, doing the best we can, or working our way to heaven.’’ (William MacDonald)
JOHN 4 VERSES 1 TO 6
John 4:1-6  Therefore, when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John  2  (though Jesus Himself did not baptize, but His disciples), 3  He left Judea and departed again to Galilee. 4  But He needed to go through Samaria.  5  So He came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 6  Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey, sat thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour.

4:1-6  This passage serves as an introduction to the fascinating account of Jesus’ spiritual dealings with a nameless Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well (4:7-43). 
4:1  Jesus was aware of the influence that rumours about His ministry had on the Pharisees.  

4:2  We are told very clearly and unambiguously here that Jesus did not baptize.  Even though Jesus did, after His resurrection, command the apostles to baptize disciples, He did not baptize anyone Himself.  We are given this detail so that there may be absolute clarity in our minds about the fact that Jesus’ primary emphasis in His ministry was to inaugurate an inward work (cf. Luke 3:16; Rom. 2:28-29; 1 Cor. 1:14-17).  Water baptism after conversion is a command and we must obey it (Mt. 28:19; Acts 2:38), but we need to understand that the work of the New Covenant is from the inside out and not the other way round.  Jesus wanted to be known as the One who would cleanse people firstly on the inside (see Mt. 9:13 and 23:25-26).  He came to deal with the hearts of people and never preached mere ritualism or formalism.
4:3  Jesus knew that it was not time yet to draw too much attention to Himself, since the Pharisees were very envious of any ministry that threatened their prominence in Israel (Mt. 27:18).  Hence Jesus decided to retire to Galilee, which was farther from Jerusalem and not as much under the control of the Pharisees.  Jesus did not fear the Pharisees, but He knew that it was not yet His time to be judged and crucified (see Mt. 20:18 and Jn. 10:17).

4:4  Even though Samaria was on the direct route from Judea to Galilee, most Jews rather took a circuitous route because of their dislike of the Samaritans.  Samaria was loathed by the Jewish people.  Jesus, however, marched to the beat of a different drum.  Not only was Jesus wholly untouched by any prejudice, but He was most likely compelled by the Spirit to go through Samaria.  Hence the word He needed to go through Samaria. 

4:5  According to Genesis 33:19 Jacob bought a section of land from the ‘’children of Hamor’’.  He subsequently handed this property down to his son Joseph (Gen. 48:22).
4:6  Jesus stopped for rest by this well which was called Jacob’s well.  The well was not mentioned in the Old Testament, but was probably called Jacob’s well because it was close to the plot of ground that belonged to Jacob’s family and was used by them (4:12).  ‘’This ancient well can still be seen by visitors, being one of the few Biblical sites which can be identified quite positively today.’’ (William MacDonald).  The fact that Jesus was wearied from His journey proves that He was not only fully God, but also fully man.  His incarnation was no mere fiction, but a historical fact (see Jn.1:1, 14 and Heb. 2:10-14).  It was either noon (calculated by Jewish time) or 6 p.m. (calculated by Roman time) when Jesus reached the well.  More likely noon, since this would better explain Jesus’ weariness and thirst.
JOHN 4 VERSES 7 TO 15
John 4:7-15  A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give Me a drink."  8  For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.  9  Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, "How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?" For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.  10  Jesus answered and said to her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, 'Give Me a drink,' you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water."  11  The woman said to Him, "Sir, You have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. Where then do You get that living water?  12  Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, as well as his sons and his livestock?"  13  Jesus answered and said to her, "Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again,  14  but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life."  15  The woman said to Him, "Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw."
4:7-15  In this passage Jesus meets the nameless woman of Samaria and begins to awaken in her a thirst for the water that quenches the deeper thirst, even the thirst of the human heart. 

4:7  Here we have a natural situation, a Jewish man asking a Samaritan woman for a  drink of water, that is turned into a supernatural encounter by the Son of God.  It is ironic that Jesus is asking this woman for a drink when He is the only one who can quench the thirsting of her soul.  The symbolism of thirst and water is used by Jesus throughout this encounter to draw out deep spiritual lessons.  It is important to note, however, that Jesus was really thirsty, but even in times of natural need He never forgot His divine commission.  He was not going to let this woman get away without offering to her the water of life.
4:8  This detail is provided not only to explain why Jesus did not have water with Him (the disciples probably forgot to leave some water with Jesus), but also so that we may understand the setting.  Jesus was traveling with his disciples, but they were not present at the time when he spoke to this Samaritan woman at the well.  Hence it was a private and intimate setting.  We are not told whether there were anyone else present at the well, but it seems probable that there were no-one else, since the woman were in all likelihood somewhat of an outcast in her society (cf. verses 16-18).
4:9  The Samaritan woman probably recognised the Galilean dialect which Jesus spoke and thus knew that He was a Jew (see Mark 14:70).  She takes advantage of Jesus’ need and asks Him why a Jew would ask a Samaritan woman for a drink.  She thus reminds Him that the Jews normally despise Samaritans and that it is quite ironic that He was now in a situation where He needed something from a Samaritan, and not only a Samaritan, but a Samaritan woman.  Women were, even in the Jewish community, considered to be second-class citizens.

4:10  Jesus is entirely unfazed by the Samaritan woman’s rather forward question.  He immediately draws her attention to two extraordinary things that she was completely unaware of in her encounter with this Jewish man.  Firstly, the gift of God and secondly the only one who could give that gift, Jesus himself.  Jesus was not only the Giver of this gift, but He himself was the gift (see Jn. 3:16).  Through Him the woman could also receive the gift of the Spirit (Acts 2:38).  The indwelling of the Father and the Son, by the Spirit (Jn. 14:23) was within her reach, but she did not know it.  Jesus masterfully employs the irony of the situation by telling the Samaritan woman that the really needy one in this situation is not He, but she.  He implies that she desperately needs the gift of God and that He alone can give it to her.  All she needs to do is realise her need of living water, recognise the Giver and then ask.  Still today Jesus offers the same to anyone who would listen, and the terms have not changed (Jn. 7:37-39; Rev. 22:17).  Everything begins with the recognition of spiritual thirst and the acknowledgement of spiritual poverty (Mt. 5:3), however.
4:11  The woman either completely misunderstands Jesus and somehow thinks he is still referring to the water from the physical well or she ridicules His statement by referring to the fact that the well is deep and Jesus has nothing with which to draw water.  So she asks Him where will he get this so-called living water from, seeing that there is only one well around.  Either way, she is not getting the point that Jesus is trying to make and does not realise with whom she is speaking.
4:12  She now goes even further and asks Jesus if he somehow knows more about that area than Jacob did, who drank from that same well, as well as his sons and livestock.   Does he then know of another well in that area.  If he did, that would make Him greater than Jacob, according to the woman’s way of thinking.

4:13  Jesus now plainly tells the woman that He is not speaking of the water that can be drawn from Jacob’s well, for that water does not have the ability to permanently quench thirst.  
4:14  Jesus emphasises the matter of spiritual thirst.  He makes the astounding statement that the water He supplies will cause the deeper thirst of the human heart to permanently cease.  Not only will this water permanently quench the spiritual thirst, but it will even increase within the recipient to such a measure that Jesus says it will be like a fountain within that person. This fountain of water will spring up into everlasting life.  We learn from this that eternal life is based on the dynamic working of the Holy Spirit within the believing individual and that this operation of the Spirit issues in eternal life.  Only the Holy Spirit can regenerate a person and consequently cause him to enjoy the gift of eternal life as a lasting possession.  This everlasting life of God is likened to man’s most basic need, namely water to quench his thirst.  Only the Holy Spirit can quench this deeper thirst.  In fact, this water is nothing else than God Himself as the life-giving Spirit (see Mt. 3:11; 1 Cor. 15:45).  Note also that there are definite allusions to Old Testament promises in Jesus’ statements (see Isa. 12:3, 49:10; cf. Rev. 7:16).

4:15  The woman now asks Jesus to give her this water, but it is clear from the following verse that she still does not understand her need, for Jesus begins to probe deeper into her psyche.  Furthermore, the fact that she says that the water Jesus offers will cancel the need for her to come and draw water at the well again speaks either of her incomprehension of Jesus’ words or of a sarcasm based on skepticism.  What is obvious, is that she is still thinking on a naturalistic plane, similar to the reasoning of Nicodemus in chapter 3. 
JOHN 4 VERSES 16 TO 26

John 4:16-26  Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come here."  17  The woman answered and said, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You have well said, 'I have no husband,'  18  for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; in that you spoke truly."  19  The woman said to Him, "Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet.  20  Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship."  21  Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father.  22  You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews.  23  But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.  24  God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."  25  The woman said to Him, "I know that Messiah is coming" (who is called Christ). "When He comes, He will tell us all things."  26  Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am He."
4:16-26  Jesus continues to draw the woman at the well into a position of dependence where she would recognise her need for the water of life; the water that only He as the promised Messiah could supply.

4:16  Jesus is drawing out a response from her in order to expose her heart and show her that he is more than a mere man and knows everything about her.  He wants to reveal to her that she is a sinner in need of salvation, that He knows everything about her sinful life and at the same that He is the only One who can save her.  He is subtly, but surely leading her to a saving knowledge and confession (4:29). 

4:17-18   The woman’s answer is honest, but very concise and is probably meant to stop Jesus from probing further into this sensitive part of her life.  Jesus continues to reveal to her his insight into the detail of her life, however.   He does so without any comment or condemnation.  He simply reveals to her that He knows she has had five husbands and that the one she is currently living with is not her husband.   Jesus knows that her conscience will do the work of convicting as He reveals to her that nothing is hidden from His searching glance (Psa. 36:9).
4:19-20  The woman’s answer is an overstatement of the obvious and though it is a truthful acknowledgment of her gradual realisation that she is dealing with an extraordinary man, it is also a way to return to the Jews versus Samaritans theme in order to divert the attention away from herself.  
4:21  Jesus picks up on this theme with a view to moving the woman towards the revelation of His true identity and mission.  He makes an astonishing statement concerning an hour when the whole debate between the Jews and Samaritans concerning the right place to worship God would become completely irrelevant.  Note also that He calls God the Father, thereby subtly revealing that this new worship would be between a Father and a Son.
4:22  Even though Jesus stated very clearly that all geographical locations of worship have become obsolete in the light of the hour that is coming, He still insists that salvation is of the Jews.  Salvation is found only in Him (Acts 4:12) and He was born a Jew.  The Messiah was to be a Jew and hence only on the basis of the Jewish faith could worship ultimately be legitimate.  It is only in the sacred scriptures of this historical faith that promises concerning the Messiah is found and it is in a Jewish family that this Messiah was born.  He was, however, also much more than a Jew; He was also the Son of God.  This is the point that He is ultimately making.
4:23  In verse 21 Jesus said the hour is coming and now He reveals that it has actually already arrived.  The fullness of time had come (Gal. 4:16; Jn. 1:14) and now it was possible for the heart of the Father to be fully satisfied with those He created in His image and likeness (Gen. 1:26-27).  It was now possible for man to fulfil his creation design, sonship!  What a revelation!  Furthermore, The Father also seeks something.  He is seeking worshippers.  Yet He seeks only those worshippers who would worship in spirit and truth.  True worship must be in spirit and truth; can only be in spirit and truth.  God is here revealed as the Father and it is only the Son who could open the way to this new kind of worship (Jn. 20:31).  The Person and work of Jesus is the secret to the worship in spirit and truth.  Jesus became the life-giving spirit (1 Cor. 15:45) and He is the truth (14:6).    It is only in and through Him that worship could be in spirit and truth.  To worship in spirit is to worship as a spiritual person.  It is not dependent on forms, rituals or specific locations or times.  It is only possible for those who have become spiritual persons in Christ.  To worship in truth is more than to worship sincerely.  It is to worship in the reality of He who is the truth (Jn. 14:6).  Only through union with the Truth can we worship in truth.  May we take to heart what this verse teaches us and be delivered from all worship that is not in spirit and truth, for the Father is not satisfied with anything else but worship in spirit and truth.  ‘’It was when Christ redeemed us, and we in Him had received the position of children, that the Father sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts to cry, `Abba, Father.' The worship in spirit is the worship of the Father in the Spirit of Christ, the Spirit of Sonship.’’ (Andrew Murray)
4:24  The reason why God can only be satisfied with worship in spirit and truth is because He is Spirit.  With this statement Jesus lifts worship out of the reach of the earthly, the external, the sacramental; and He reveals the fact that only a those who are spiritual can worship a Person who is Spirit (cf. Jn. 3:6).  We have to become like Him if we would worship Him in a way that is pleasing to Him.  This statement makes an impossible demand on the woman and on all of mankind.  How do you worship such a God?  Only in and through His Son can He be worshipped acceptably (Phil. 3:3).   Hence the need for regeneration and consequently union with Him (1 Cor. 1:30). 
4:25  In the light of Jesus’ revelation of the kind of worship God desires the woman begins to realise that nothing that has been revealed to the Jews or the Samaritans could measure up to the standard Jesus speaks of.  At this stage an idea must have been forming in her mind that this might just be the Messiah. Who else could make these claims and reveal these truths.   Hence she tells Jesus that the Messiah will reveal all things when He arrives on the scene.  She makes a statement, but one gets the feeling that there is a question in there, ‘’Are you the Messiah?’’  
4:26  Jesus’ answer is simple, but so profound that it beggars description.  No long explanations, no attempts to verify His claim, no extended theological discourse.  Only a straightforward statement: "I who speak to you am He."  In the light of everything that has happened in her heart up to this point, His statement went like an arrow into the depths of her inner being and an ordinary day suddenly became the most important one of her entire existence.  Oh, to hear these words fall from the lips of Jesus, how precious, how priceless.  All who have been born from above have heard these words in one context or another.  I am He who forgives your sins, I am He who will quench your thirst, I am He who will make everything new, I am He who will pick up the pieces of your broken life and show you that true life is found only in Me, etc., etc.  When Jesus walks into a life nothing can ever be the same again.  The believer is drawn into a fellowship that has been going on from eternity past and that will last for eternity; the fellowship between the Father and the Son (Jn. 17:3, 21-26; 1 Cor. 1:9).
JOHN 4 VERSES 27 TO 30

John 4:27-30  Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but no one said, "What do you seek?" or, "Why are you talking with her?"  28  So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people,  29  "Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?"  30  They went out of the town and were coming to him.

4:27-30  Immediately upon encountering the water of life the woman goes back to her town to call people to come and see the promised Messiah.  
4:27  At the critical juncture where Jesus reveals his identity to the woman the disciples return.  They are surprised that Jesus would even speak to a woman, since rabbis at the time considered it a waste of time to converse with a woman.  What must have made it even more surprising to them was the fact that she was a Samaritan woman.  Nevertheless, they do not ask her “What do you seek?” or Jesus “Why are you talking with her?”  The reason for their silence is not clear.  This verse shows that Jesus was not concerned with man’s traditions.  He was always ready to minister to outcasts, lepers, children, Samaritans, sinners, publicans, women, or anyone else who were thirsty for the water of life (Rev. 22:17).  He still does the same today.  
4:28   Having tasted of the water of life the woman leaves her water jar in her haste and excitement to go and tell her townspeople of her encounter with Jesus.  All who truly encounter Jesus feel this unction to share their experience with others.  The woman at the well did not need someone to tell her ‘you need to go and witness’.  She spontaneously reacted to the life that she tasted for herself (see Acts 4:20; Rom. 1:14).

4:29  Her first words ‘come,  see a man…’ are very significant.  All anyone needs in order to be saved is to see this man, the Son of Man,  and to respond with faith (Jn. 3:14-16).  We only need to witness of Jesus and how he saved us to draw the spiritually hungry.  The fact that she says ‘he told me all that I ever did’, testifies of the supernatural insight of Jesus on the one hand and the fact that the woman felt relieved of the burden of guilt and bondage to sin, on the other.  It also speaks of the fact that Jesus does not just pardon, but exposes sin in order to grant repentance and deliverance to those who would yield to Him (cf. Rom. 1:18-3:20).   The woman’s question ‘Can this be the Christ’ shows that she was still a bit hesitant before the people of her town, but it is obvious that she was very excited about Jesus.
4:30  This simple statement and question given in sincerity persuaded the people that they had to go and see for themselves.   The words ‘they…were coming to him’ are likewise significant, for they tell us that we only need to point people to Christ.  Through our testimony of his Person and work (Gal. 3:1b), the Holy Spirit will draw and convict them (Jn. 16:8).
JOHN 4 VERSES 31 TO 38

John 4:31-38  Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, "Rabbi, eat."  32  But he said to them, "I have food to eat that you do not know about."  33  So the disciples said to one another, "Has anyone brought him something to eat?"  34  Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work.  35  Do you not say, 'There are yet four months, then comes the harvest'? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest.  36  Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together.  37  For here the saying holds true, 'One sows and another reaps.'  38  I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor."
4:31-38  The disciples urge Jesus to eat something, but he takes the opportunity to minister to them with regard to spiritual food and a spiritual harvest.  He once again draws their eyes away from the temporal and material, to the spiritual.
4:31-32  The disciples were focused on the food they had brought back, but Jesus, in spite of the fact that he must have been physically hungry, tells them that he has other food to eat.  This food was still a mystery to the disciples.  They did not yet understand the spiritual nature of Jesus’ mission.  They were interested in material sustenance, but Jesus in the spiritual sustenance brought about by obedience to the Father, leading to the salvation of people made in the image of God (Gen. 1:26-27).
4:33  The disciples do not grasp the spiritual meaning of Jesus’ statement.  Hence they look for a natural explanation.  Has anyone brought him something to eat?  
4:34  Now Jesus tells them in a straightforward way that he is speaking of the spiritual sustenance that he finds from obeying His Father and accomplishing his work.  This spiritual sustenance is of such a nature that it can cause a hungry man to forget his physical hunger.  Jesus was the very incarnation of that statement in Deuteronomy 8 verse 3: ‘… man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD.’

4:35  Jesus now begins to open their eyes to the spiritual harvest all around them.  He is drawing them into a new realm of living, where eternal and spiritual values overshadow and eclipse material needs.  According to human reckoning there must be a certain gap between sowing and the harvest, but Jesus tells them to look, to lift up their eyes, and to see that the fields are already white for harvest.  This ‘premature’ harvest can only be explained in the light of the Person and mission of Jesus.  In him the kingdom had already broken through into the physical realm (see Matthew 4:17).  “At the very moment when the Lord spoke these words, He was in the midst of a harvest field containing the souls of Samaritan men and women. He was telling the disciples that a great work of in-gathering lay before them, and that they should give themselves to it immediately and diligently.” (William MacDonald)
4:36   Because of their association with Jesus the disciples could already begin to reap and receive the blessing of gathering in souls.  Gathering fruit for eternal life refers to the souls that are brought into the kingdom and who have the privilege to partake of eternal life (see Jn. 3:15).  Just as with a natural harvest there is sowing and reaping involved.  Jesus says here that His coming to the earth inaugurated a time of abundant reaping and that all the seeds of the Word that were sown into people’s lives may now spring to life at the proclamation of His name (see Jn. 1:12).  Thus the sower and reaper could rejoice together (see Amos 9:13).  
4:37  There was apparently a saying that was common in that day, viz. ‘One sows and another reaps’.  The Lord of the harvest (Mt. 9:38) arranges the circumstances of lives so that a word that may have been sown years earlier into someone’s heart comes to fruition at a certain time when the gospel is once again preached to that person.  
4:38  The Old Testament contained the proto-gospel in its types and its prophecies of the Messiah.  Many of those who heard that message could now be harvested at the proclamation of the coming of the Messiah (cf. verse 29).  Still today we may reap where the gospel has already been sown previously into a person’s heart by someone else.  The point of these verses is that the incarnation inaugurated a time where sowers and reapers could rejoice together because of the coming of the Messiah, who is both the catalyst for and focus of the harvest. “Very few souls are ever saved through the ministry of a single person. Most people have heard the gospel many times before they ever accept the Savior. Therefore, the one who finally leads a person to Christ should not exalt himself as if he were the only instrument God used in this marvelous work.” (William MacDonald)
JOHN 4 VERSES 39 TO 42

John 4:39-42  Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me all that I ever did."  40  So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days.  41  And many more believed because of his word.  42  They said to the woman, "It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world."

4:39-42  The effect of one woman touched by the power of God in Christ circles out to impact a community.  Many Samaritans believe in Jesus, being drawn by the testimony of one life changed by the power of the gospel.
4:39  Here we see the impact made by one person who truly encountered Jesus and who spontaneously testifies to that fact.  This verse goes some way to explain Jesus’ statement about the fields being white for harvest in verse 35.  Jesus did not only speak of the harvest, but right there and then demonstrated to his disciples what He spoke of.
4:40  The constrast between the reaction of the Samaritans and the Jewish religious establishment is striking.  The Samaritans do not only go to Jesus immediately upon hearing the woman’s testimony, but they also ask Him to stay with them.  Jesus stays with them for two days and undoubtedly spoke to them about the kingdom and His mission to seek and save the lost.  No one who comes to Jesus with an honest and inquiring heart will be turned away.  Whoever asks Him to stay with them, will be satisfied now and eternally.  Jesus stayed with the Samaritans for two days and afterwards He stayed forever with all those who believed his message.
4:41  During this time many more come to faith in Jesus.  This verse is meant to complement verse 39.  The gospel still operates the same way.  First we hear the testimony of someone who has encountered Jesus and if we respond positively we hear Jesus himself speak to us inwardly.
4:42  The believing Samaritans testify to the fact that they heard for themselves and that they know that Jesus is indeed the Savior of the world.  This gospel statement is not only very precious, but it is also indispensable.  We have to hear Jesus for ourselves, by the Holy Spirit (Jn. 16:8).  No one can be saved on the basis of someone else’s testimony alone.  Another person’s testimony can draw us to Christ, but we have to hear the inward call of Christ and respond accordingly before we can be saved.
JOHN 4 VERSES 43 TO 45

John 4:43-45  After the two days he departed for Galilee.  44  (For Jesus himself had testified that a prophet has no honor in his own hometown.)  45  So when he came to Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him, having seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the feast. For they too had gone to the feast.  
4:43-45  These three verses serve as an introduction for verses 46 to 54 that deals with the second major “sign” testifying to the identity of Jesus as Son of God.  Here John reveals that Jesus was very aware of the attitudes of His hearers.  Jesus’ own people should have been the first to believe, but in fact it was the Samaritans who embraced Him with open arms.

4:43  Jesus ministered for two days in Samaria before He eventually resumed His journey to Galilee (see Jn. 4:3).

4:44  In Samaria Jesus encountered many who were willing and eager to hear the good news of the kingdom.  The Samaritans had ears to hear and hearts to receive and consequently they recognised Him as the Messiah.  Sadly this was not the case in Galilee.  

4:45  Even though Jesus knew that the general attitude in Galilee was not conducive to belief in the true Messiah, He still had to fulfill His mission of proclaiming and authenticating the gospel to all in Israel.  The “sign” spoken of in verses 46 to 54 served as further authentication of His divine mission and identity.  It is clear from the context that the welcome Jesus receives from the Galileans in this verse is not the same as the welcome He receives from the Samaritans in the previous section.  The things the Galileans saw Jesus do in Jerusalem only served to arouse their curiosity.  It did not lead to faith in Him as the Messiah.  Hence John’s words in this verse are meant to create an ironic contrast in our minds between the attitude of the Samaritans and the attitude of the Galileans.

JOHN 4 VERSES 46 TO 54

John 4:46-54  So he came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And at Capernaum there was an official whose son was ill.  47  When this man heard that Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he went to him and asked him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point of death.  48  So Jesus said to him, "Unless you see signs and wonders you will not believe."  49  The official said to him, "Sir, come down before my child dies."  50  Jesus said to him, "Go; your son will live." The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his way.  51  As he was going down, his servants met him and told him that his son was recovering.  52  So he asked them the hour when he began to get better, and they said to him, "Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him."  53  The father knew that was the hour when Jesus had said to him, "Your son will live." And he himself believed, and all his household.  54  This was now the second sign that Jesus did when he had come from Judea to Galilee.

4:46-54  In these verses we find the second major “sign” testifying to the identity of Jesus as Son of God (cf. v.54).  Jesus demonstrates that He is the Lord of life and has power to heal with a word.  Without even seeing or touching the official’s son Jesus heals him.  This miracle of healing brings the official and his entire household to the place of saving faith in Jesus. This healing is, however, more than just a kind deed done to an individual.  It also serves to authenticate Jesus’ claims to Messiahship.
4:46  Jesus goes back to Cana with a view to a further miraculous testimony in the same place.  It seems that the Galileans did not respond with true faith to the first “sign” (see verse 48).  The official at Capernaum was an officer of king Herod’s court.
4:47  The official was a desperate man and he knew that Jesus was the only hope for his son to be healed.  He must have heard about the miracle that Jesus did at Cana and consequently approached Jesus as a miracle worker and not as the long awaited Messiah of the Jews.
4:48  Jesus’ statement has a threefold purpose.  It reprimands the official for coming to Jesus with an unacceptable motive, but it is also meant to draw him into a position of real faith.  At the same time, since the “you” is plural, it also addresses the Galileans who were placing too high a premium upon signs and wonders.  (See Mt. 12:39 and 1 Cor. 1:22.)
4:49  The official’s faith prevails and he urgently presses upon Jesus his son’s plight and the need for Him to come down to heal him.
4:50  Jesus responds with a simple, but powerful command and statement: "Go; your son will live."  Jesus can heal with a word.  He does not need to explain or elaborate.  His words are ‘spirit and life’ and they have power far beyond human comprehension.  The official is notably impressed by the authority of Jesus’ simple statement and he immediately believes and returns to his house.
4:51  On his way to his house his servants meet him and give him the good news of his son’s miraculous recuperation.
4:52-53  The father immediately inquires the hour when his son began to get better.  His faith might have been wavering to some extent, but whatever the case may be, he needed to confirm that it was indeed a miracle.  It also confirms for the readers of John’s gospel that the boy’s recovery was definitely not natural, but supernatural.  The moment the father knew that his son was healed the very hour that Jesus said to him ‘Your son will live’, his burgeoning faith blossomed into a genuine saving faith.  On his journey back to his house the Holy Spirit must have been convicting him concerning the true identity of the man called Jesus (Jn. 16:8).  The official’s faith consequently leads his entire household to belief in Jesus as the Messiah.  The official asked Jesus to heal his son, but Jesus did so much more.  God’s grace always provides more than we bargained for.
4:54  “The healing of the nobleman's son was not the second miracle in the Lord's entire ministry up to this point. It was the second sign Jesus performed in Galilee after He had come from Judea.” (William MacDonald)
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