EPHESIANS

Time:  AD 60-62 (11th) [The church in Ephesus probably began under the ministry of Priscilla and Aquila (Acts 18:26), an exceptionally gifted couple who were left there by Paul during his second missionary journey (Acts18:18–19). Later, Paul visited Ephesus during his third missionary journey (Acts 19) and spent three years establishing the fledgling church.]

Stats:  6 chapters/155 verses/3 039 words/1 question/146 verses of history/1 verse of fulfilled and 8 verses of unfulfilled prophecy
Key People:

Paul—instructed the church at Ephesus about their position as the Body of Christ and their relationship with God (1:1–6:24)

Tychicus—sent by Paul to encourage the believers of Ephesus (6:21–22)
Key Term:  “Unity” or “Riches” (3:10-11).  Ephesians focuses on unity between Christ the head of the church and the church as the body of Christ, as well as the unity between Jew and Gentile in God’s greatest masterpiece, the church.
Key Words:

Purpose; Counsel; Will: Greek prothesis—1:9, 11; 3:11; Greek boule—1:11; Greekthelema—1:1, 5, 9, 11; 5:17; 6:6—three key words, all related conceptually, appear in 1:11. One of these words (thelema) has been used by Paul twice before (1:1, 9). The word conveys the idea of desire, even a heart’s desire, for the word primarily expresses emotion instead of volition. Thus God’s will is not so much God’s intention, as it is His heart’s desire. The word prothesis denotes an intention or a plan; it literally means “a laying out beforehand” like a blueprint. This plan was created in God’s counsel, a translation of the Greek word boule, which means the result of deliberate determination. But behind the plan and the counsel was not just a mastermind but a heart of love.

New Man: Greek kainos anthropos—2:15; 4:24—word for new does not mean something more recent in time, but something having a different quality or nature. Thus the new man is the new humanity created in Christ, of which all believers partake, both individually and corporately. Since Paul has already spoken of the new man created in Christ in terms of a new, unified, corporate humanity (2:14–15), the new man in this verse must also be thought of corporately (see Colossians3:9–11). In the immediate context, Paul is exhorting each believer to put on his or her new human nature.

Key Text:
Eph 3:10-11  so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.  11  This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord,

Provocation & Context:

The church in Ephesus probably began under the ministry of Priscilla and Aquila (Acts 18:26), an exceptionally gifted couple who were left there by Paul during his second missionary journey (Acts18:18–19). Later, Paul visited Ephesus during his third missionary journey (Acts 19) and spent three years establishing the fledgling church. After Paul’s departure, Timothy pastored the congregation for perhaps a year and a half, providing corrective instruction against the false teaching of a few influential men who were probably elders in the congregation (1 Timothy 1:3, 20).

Located at the mouth of the Cayster River, on the east shore of the Aegean Sea, Ephesus was perhaps best known for its Temple of Artemis, or Diana. That magnificent structure was one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. Ephesus also served as an important political, educational, and commercial center—a great city in its time.

One Sentence Summary:  In God’s eternal plan, God’s great masterpiece the church has now been manifested, in which Christ is united with all the redeemed whether Jew or Gentile, transforming relationships in this life and leading to a glorious future.  
Romans has been called the king of Paul’s epistles, but Ephesians is the queen.  Paul’s style is deliberative and reflective, in tone the “coolest” of his letters (in contrast to Galatians and 2 Corinthians, the “hottest”).  His vocabulary and style are noticeably different.  He also wrote sentences that are  notorious in their length and complexity.  In the original, 1:3-14 is a single sentence of 202 Greek words, followed immediately by 1:15-23, a single sentence of 169 Greek words.  

God’s sovereign eternal plan for the church, once a “mystery”, but now revealed, is the heart of this book.  This plan, conceived in the eternal past, is being developed in the present age and will endure into the eternal future.
The church in the city of Ephesus received two letters recorded in Scripture. One came from the Apostle Paul, the other from Jesus (Revelation2:1–6). When Jesus appeared to John and had him write letters to seven churches, He began with Ephesus. Both Jesus and Paul used the church in Ephesus as an example of the challenges and benefits of growing into an authentic living and loving Body of Christ in this world.

Basic Outline:
1.  

The structure of the book is twofold, displaying Paul’s typical outline.  The first three chapters are doctrinal, describing the heavenly position of the church;  The last three chapters are practical, describing the earthly condition of the church.

2. 

Wealth: The Church Seated in Heavenly Places (Chpts. 1-3)

Walk:  The Church Walking in the Lord (Chpts. 4-5)

Warfare: The Church Standing Against the Enemy (Chpt. 6)

3.

   I.     Salutation (1:1, 2)

     II.     God’s Purpose for the Church (1:3–3:13)

     III.     God’s Fullness for the Church (3:14–21)

     IV.     God’s Plan for Faithful Living in the Church (4:1–6)

     V.     God’s Son Endows and Builds the Church (4:7–16)

     VI.     God’s Pattern and Principles for Members of the Church (4:17–32)

     VII.     God’s Standards for Faithfulness in the Church (5:1–21)

     VIII.     God’s Standards for Authority and Submission in the Church (5:22–6:9)

     IX.     God’s Provision for His Children’s Spiritual Battles (6:10–17)

     X.     God’s Appeal for Prayer in the Church (6:18–20)

     XI.     Benediction (6:21–24)

4.

1. Salutation
2278
2. Spiritual Blessings in Christ
2278
3. Prayer for Wisdom and Revelation

4. New Life Individually
2281
5. New Life Corporately
2282
6. Paul's Relationship to the Divine Mystery

7. Prayer for Strengthened Love
2284
8. Live in Unity
2284
9. Live in Holiness
2286
10. Live in Love
2287
11. Live in the Light
2287
12. Live Wisely
2288
13. Exhortations to Households
2288
14. Exhortations for Spiritual Warfare

15. Farewell Comments
2291
Sketch:  The Church—The Mystery of Christ, the Body of Christ as the Fullness of Christ, Becoming the Fullness of God.
Key Doctrines:

The mystery of the church, the Body of Christ—all believers in Jesus Christ are equal before the Lord as His children and citizens of His eternal kingdom (1:22–23; 3:6; 5:32; Colossians 1:24; Revelation 21:9)

The blessings of Jesus Christ—all believers receive the unsearchable riches in Christ through His grace and inheritance (1:2, 5–9; 2:7; 3:8, 16, 19; 4:13; 5:18; 6:10–13; Genesis 24:31; 26:29; Psalms 36:8; 63:5; 91:5–10; Isaiah 12:2; 40:11; Matthew 25:34; John 17:21; Ephesians 3:12; 2 Peter 1:4; Revelation 13:8)

Quick Study:

     1.      In what ways does Paul explain his description of the church as a mystery in Ephesians?

     2.      When Paul describes the church as the Body of Christ in chapter 4, what processes and relationships does he highlight?

     3.      In chapter 5, how does Paul use marriage as a pattern for understanding the relationship between Christ and the church?

     4.      What are the components of the armor of God that Paul describes in chapter 6? In what ways do you use those components in your spiritual life?

     5.      In what ways do Paul’s guidelines for family living and work relationships affect your way of life?

     6.      To what degree does Ephesians 2:8–10 represent your own relationship with Christ?

God’s Character:

God is accessible—2:13, 18; 3:12

God is glorious—1:12; 3:16

God is kind—2:7

God is loving—2:4–5

God is merciful—2:4

God is powerful—1:19; 3:7, 20; 6:10

God is a promise keeper—1:13; 2:12; 3:6

God is reconciling—2:14, 17

God is unified—4:6

God is wise—1:8; 3:10

God is wrathful—5:6
Christ Revealed:

In the Book of Ephesians, Paul explains the unique relationship between Jesus and the church as His Body. Christ is the Head of the church uniting believers together and strengthening the Body (4:15–16). Paul also focuses on the believer’s position as being “in Christ” (1:1, 3–7, 11–13; 2:5–6, 10, 13, 21; 3:6, 12).
Ephesians has been called “The Alps of the New Testament,”  “The Grand Canyon of Scripture,”  and “The Royal Capstone of the Epistles,” not only because of its grand theme, but because of the majesty of Christ revealed here.  Chapter 1:  He is the Redeemer (1:7), the One in whom and by whom history will ultimately be consummated (1:10);  and He is the Resurrected Lord who not only has risen over death and hell, but who reigns as King, pouring His life through His body, the church – the present expression of Himself on Earth (1:15-23).  Chapter 2:  He is the Peacemaker who has reconciled man to God and who makes possible reconciliation of man to man as well (2:11-18);  and He is the Chief Cornerstone of the new temple consisting of His own people to be indwelt by God Himself (2:19-22).  Chapter 3:  He is the Treasure in whom life’s unsearchable riches are found (3:8);  and He is the Indweller of human hearts, securing us in the love of God (3:17-19).  Chapter 4:  Jesus is the Giver of ministry-gifts to His church (4:7-11);  and He is the Victor who has broken hell’s ability to keep humankind captive (4:8-10).  Chapter 5:  He is the Model Husband, unselfishly giving Himself to enhance His bride – His church (5:25 -27, 32).  Chapter 6:  He is the Lord, Mighty in Battle, the resource of strength for His own as they arm for spiritual warfare (6;10).

The Holy Spirit at Work:

      As with Christ, the Holy Spirit is revealed in widely varied ministry to and through the believer.  In 1:13 He is the Sealer, authorizing the believer to represent Christ;  in 1:17 and 3:5 He is the Revealer, enlightening the heart to perceive God’s purpose;  in 3:16 He is the Empowerer whom Christ gives to strengthen within;  in 4:3, 4 He is the Spirit of Unity desiring to sustain the bond of peace in the body of Christ;  in 4:30 He is the Spirit of holiness who may be grieved by insistence on carnal pursuits;  in 5:18 He is the Fountain, from which all are to be continuously filled;  in 6:17, 18 He is the Giver of the word as a sword for battle and the heavenly Assistant given to aid us in prayer and intercession until victory is won.
Content:

· Sovereignty and Providence.  Revelation and Authority.  Community and Church.  Time and Eternity.
· Paulus se lering oor die gemeente, eenheid en bediening 
· Grace / Heavenly Places / Mystery.
· Several pictures of the church are presented: body, temple, mystery, new man, bride, and soldier.  
· The Body of Christ is blessed.  Ephesians offers a narrative blueprint for the church of Jesus Christ.
· In God’s eternal plan, God’s great masterpiece the church has now been manifested, in which Christ is united with all the redeemed whether Jew or Gentile, transforming relationships in this life and leading to a glorious future.

· Ephesians - The Unity of the Church. The believer’s position in Christ and information on Spiritual warfare. 

· Ephesians: Christ the riches of God to us.  (Christ)

· Ephesians: The Gospel and its heavenlies. (Gospel)

· Ephesians: In Christ—exaltation. (Union)

· In EPHESIANS we are EXALTED in Christ
· Christus die onnaspeurlike rykdom in en vir die Gemeente.

· Christus, die lewe van die Gemeente.

· Die Troonlewe.

· Sit, Wandel en Staan.

· Die Gemeente, die Geheimenis van Christus.

