1 PETER
Time:  AD 64-65 (18th)

Stats:  5 chapters/105 verses/2 482 words/4 questions/92 verses of history/3 verses of fulfilled and 10 verses of unfulfilled prophecy
Key People:

Peter—one of Jesus’ twelve disciples; wrote to encourage persecuted believers (1:1–5:14)

Silas—missionary who traveled with Paul; assisted Peter in writing his letters (5:12)

Mark—leader in the church; used Peter’s testimony to write the Gospel of Mark (5:13)

Key Term:  “Hope” (4:13).  This epistle emphasises hope for suffering believers.  Hope (Greek, elpis) means ‘future certainty’ rather than a vague expectation of some future occurrence.
Key Words:
Word: Greek logos—1:23; 2:8; 3:1—literally, “word” or “idea,” also Greek rhema—1:25. “The word of God” (1:23) is the gospel message about the Lord Jesus Christ. The Spirit uses the Word to produce life. It is the truth of the gospel that saves and regenerates men and women. Peter used Isaiah 40:6–8 which says “the word of our God”in a New Testament context.

Example: Greek hupogrammos—2:21—literally, “tracing tablet.” In biblical times, this term denoted tablets that contained the entire Greek alphabet. Students would practice tracing each letter of the alphabet on these tablets. When believers use the life of Jesus as their example, His life of suffering becomes their tracing tablet. Christians who trace the life of Jesus learn godliness and wisdom in the face of persecution.

Love: Greek agape—4:8—literally, “love.” Most of the ancient occurrences of this Greek word appear in the New Testament. Agape describes the love of one who shows kindness to strangers, gives hospitality, and acts charitably. In the New Testament, the word agape took on a special meaning: It denoted a love in action as opposed to the purely emotional kind. Agape love is the self-sacrificial love naturally demonstrated by God.

Key Text:
1Pe 4:13  But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.

Provocation & Context

Peter’s audience of believers was facing increasing signs of persecution throughout the Roman Empire. Conditions were ripe for the tactics used by Nero to deflect blame for the burning of Rome from himself to the Christians. Once Nero spread the word that Christians had set the fires, the accusation stuck because the Christians were already hated as those who associated with Jews and were hostile to Roman culture. The vicious persecution that ensued touched the far corners of the empire, reaching the very places mentioned by Peter’s salutation (1:1).

The general addressees of the letter and the ambiguous location of the writer (Babylon—5:13) underscore the tension of the times. Believers established underground networks that would have directed Peter’s letter and his envoy to the necessary places. It is likely that Babylon was an alias for Rome. By the way he identified his location, Peter was protecting his own companions. Nevertheless, the apostle realized the scattered and battered Christians needed spiritual strengthening because of the sufferings. Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Peter wrote this epistle to encourage them.

One Sentence Summary:  As Christians grow in understanding their privileges in salvation, their blessings of election, and the theology of suffering, they will live in holiness and humility, waiting for their great future hope of sharing Christ’s glory.
No Bible book more clearly teaches the relationship between suffering and salvation.  This epistle is noted for careful composition and many OT quotations.  Rather than give one extensive doctrinal presentation followed by application (such as Paul often did), Peter goes back and forth between doctrinal and practical teachings.  

Among the disciples of Jesus, Peter remains the most recognizable name. He was probably the first of those Jesus specifically called to follow Him (Mark 1:16–17). Jesus’ last recorded words to Peter had the same theme, “You follow Me” (John 21:22). Along the way, Christ replaced his name, Simon, with Peter (Greek) or Cephas (Aramaic), both meaning “stone” or “rock.”

The Lord clearly singled out Peter for special lessons throughout the Gospels (Matthew 10; 16:13–21; 17:1–9; 24:1–7; 26:31–33; John 6:6; 21:3–7; 15–17). He was the spokesman for the twelve, articulating their thoughts and questions as well as his own. He was probably the primary source for Mark’s gospel. Eventually, he wrote two canonical (inspired) letters himself, of which this is the first.

Basic Outline:
1.

The following structure is based on Peter’s doctrinal-practical alteration.  Doctrinal teaching:  1:1-12, privileges of salvation;  2:4-10, blessings of election;  3:13-4:19, theology of suffering.  Practical teaching:  1:13-2:3, holiness;  2:11-3:12, submission;  5:1-14, humility.

2. 

Confidence: Suffering and Faith (Chpts. 1:1-2:1) 

Conduct: Suffering and Holiness (Chpts. 2:2-3:9) 

Character: Suffering and Victory (Chpts. 3:10-5:7) 

Conflict: Suffering and Warfare (Chpt. 5:8-14)
3.
     Salutation (1:1, 2)

     I.     Remember Our Great Salvation (1:3–2:10)

     II.     Remember Our Example Before Men (2:11–4:6)

     III.     Remember Our Lord Will Return (4:7–5:11)

     Conclusion (5:12–14)

4.

1. Salutation

2. New Birth to Joy and Holiness

3. A Living Stone, a Chosen People

4. Submission to Authorities

5. Wives and Husbands

6. Suffering for Doing Good

7. Service, Suffering, and Judgment

8. Leading and Living in God’s Flock

9. Final Greetings


Sketch:  The Christian Life under the Government of God.
Key Doctrines:

Persecution—Christians are able to identify with Christ’s sufferings when they are persecuted for their faith (1:6; 2:12, 19–21; 3:9, 13–18; 4:1, 12–16, 19; Psalm 69:26; Isaiah 50:6; 53:7; Jeremiah 15:15; Daniel 3:28; Zechariah 2:8; Mark 10:30; Luke 21:12; John 5:16; 15:20; Romans 8:35; 2 Corinthians 1:10; 4:9; 2 Timothy 3:12)

Quick Study:

     1.      Peter clearly wants his readers to be secure in their relationship with Christ, What points does he make about salvation?

     2.      What special titles, names, and roles does Peter assign to Christ in this letter?

     3.      In 1 Peter 2:21–25, how does Jesus serve as a model for those facing suffering for their faith?

     4.      Compare the first seven verses of chapter 3 with Ephesians 5:21–33, How does the teaching of these two apostles regarding marriage overlap and where does it differ in emphasis?

     5.      What does Peter have to say about the conduct of relationships among Christians in general?

God’s Character:

God is accessible—1:17; 3:18

God is faithful—4:19

God is holy—1:15–16

God is just—1:17

God is long-suffering—3:20

God is merciful—1:3

God is righteous—2:23
Christ Revealed:

Since the Christians addressed in 1 Peter lived in the midst of great persecution, Peter directs them to identify with the sufferings of Christ (1:10–12; 2:24; 4:12–13). First Peter balances this message with reminders of the numerous blessings bestowed on Christians for their perseverance (1:13–16). Christ remains the believer’s “living hope” in a hostile world (1:3–4).
In four separate passages Peter links Christ’s sacrificial sufferings with His glory that followed death (1:11;  3:18;  4:13;  5:1).  The letter details the fruits of Christ’s suffering and victory, including provision for a new life now and hope for the future (see 1:3, 18, 19;  3:18).  Anticipation of Christ’s return in glory causes believers to rejoice (1:4-7).  In other ways also Christ now makes a profound difference in the lives of Christians:  they love Him (1:8);  they come to Him (2:4);  they offer “spiritual sacrifices” through Him (2:5);  they are reproached because of Him (4:14);  they should expect to be rewarded when He returns (5:4).

The Holy Spirit at Work:

The Holy Spirit is active in the entire process of salvation:  the “Spirit of Christ’  in the Old Testament prophets “testified beforehand” concerning the Cross and the subsequent glory (1:11);  Christ was raised form the dead “by the Spirit”  (3:18);  evangelists preached the gospel by the Spirit;  believers responded in obedience “through the Spirit”  (1:2,22);  a foretaste of the coming glory is had through the Spirit (compare 4:14 with v. 13 and 5:1)
Contents:

· The Christian life under the government of God.
· Sovereignty and Providence / Covenant and Redemption / Ethics and Morality
· Persecution of the church.  The New Testament letter with the widest specific geographic address (1 Peter 1:1).
· Hope / Suffering / Holiness / Humility / Submission
· Christ, our Chief Shepherd
· As Christians grow in understanding their privileges in salvation, their blessings of election, and the theology of suffering, they will live in holiness and humility, waiting for their great future hope of sharing Christ’s glory.

· 1 Peter - To the Persecuted Church. Peter wrote this letter to encourage its recipients in the light of their suffering and be humble in it. Mentions baptism. 

· In 1 PETER we are VICTORIOUS IN SPITE OF SUFFERING in Christ

