1 PETER 1 VERSES 1 TO 2

1 Peter 1:1-2  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,  2  according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you.

1:1-2  These two verses form an introduction to this precious epistle, written by Peter under the direct inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  Peter introduces himself and reveals his audience and then proceeds to give an extraordinary description of the various steps of their salvation before he greets them with the standard Christian greeting of the time.  His greeting does not only include grace and peace, however, but asks for the multiplication of grace and peace.  It is at the same time a greeting and a supplication to God on behalf of these Christians who were experiencing increasingly severe persecution under Roman rule.
1:1  Peter introduces himself with the Greek form of the Aramaic nickname Cephas, Jesus gave him (John 1:42).  Both forms of the name refer to a stone or a small rock.  Peter uses his official title, an apostle of Jesus Christ, in order to underscore the authority of his letter.  In his second letter he adds the word servant (1:1) and at the end of this letter he also calls himself a fellow elder (5:1).   Dispersion translates the Greek word diaspeiro which means to scatter abroad (Acts 8:1).  These Christians were scattered all over Asia Minor.  The word exile speaks of someone who is only a temporary resident of a specific place.  Peter reminds them through his use of this word that they were pilgrims and sojourners on the earth.  Even though they were exiles, they were elect exiles and they had a mission in those places to which they had been scattered.  They were scatterlings of Jesus Christ, divinely commissioned to dispense his grace throughout the world.  They were bread broken and dispensed in order to feed the world, sometimes even the very ones whose hands had broken them.  We still have the same commission today, if not necessarily the same measure of persecution.  The more we are broken, the more the fragrance of God's grace flows through us to a lost world (2 Cor. 2:14-16). God's grace can never be defeated. The world can either yield and be conquered by it or resist and be condemned because of it, but they cannot ignore it.   
1:2  The words according to qualifies the expression elect exiles in verse 1.  All three members of the Trinity are intimately involved in our salvation (cf. Mt. 28:19 and Eph. 1:3-14).  We are elect according to the foreknowledge of God.  This verse puts election in the right and proper perspective.  God knows the end from the beginning.  He knew beforehand what choices we were going to make.  God knew everything about our lives even before we were born.  He knew exactly what choices we were going to make, but this does not mean that He manipulates our choices.  The Bible speaks unashamedly of election and predestination, yet at the same time appeals to choose for God and the gospel are repeated throughout its pages.  If we choose to believe the gospel it is never in isolation from the work of the Holy Spirit, though.  John 16 verse 8 says that the Spirit convicts the world of sin, righteousness and judgment.  When the Holy Spirit begins to tug at the heart strings of an unbeliever, he can choose to resist that divine operation or yield to it (Acts 7:51).  Should he choose to yield to the persuasion of the Holy Spirit, he may nonetheless never boast as if it was his choice that saved him or subsequently sanctifies him (1 Cor. 1:30-31; Phil. 3:3).  It is God’s work from beginning to end, but we have to yield to this divine operation.  The Father planned our salvation, the Son executed it and now the Holy Spirit convicts us of the validity of the Father’s sovereign purpose and the Son’s completed redemptive work.  The Bible ties God's foreknowledge and our election together in such a way that it does not compromise God's sovereignty or our responsibility to make the right choices. We are not told exactly how this works, but we may rejoice with confidence in God's foreknowledge and give Him all the honour for our salvation and sanctification.  Whichever way we may view God’s foreknowledge and election, it is always meant to comfort us.  This is clear from Peter’s inclusion of these doctrines in the introduction of this letter that was written to believers who were facing severe persecution.  

The sanctification of the Spirit here refers to a positional sanctification. It speaks of the complete separation unto God in His elective purposes (v. 1; 2 Thes. 2:13).  The Father elected according to His foreknowledge in eternity past and the Holy Spirit sanctifies us positionally in time when we obey Jesus Christ.  The gospel is quite often spoken of in the New Testament as something to be obeyed (Rom. 2:8; 2 Thes. 1:8).  Sprinkling with the blood of Jesus is figurative language and it speaks of all the benefits of the shed blood of Jesus reckoned to our account when we believe.  Benefits like forgiveness of sins, justification, a clean conscience and access to the throne of grace are in view here.  The blood of Jesus is, however, also the only door into all the other blessings of salvation.  We received our introduction into grace and peace when we believed and we stand in the grace of God (Rom. 5:2), but we also need to daily experience this grace and peace to live and enjoy the abundant life that Jesus promised (Jn. 10:10).  Therefore Peter asks that grace and peace may be multiplied to these troubled believers in Asia Minor.  God is able to multiply His grace and peace in our lives according to the demand of the situation.  This is a most comforting thought. 

